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PREFACE 


The  eighties  and  nineties  of  the  last  century  may  well  be  de- 
signated as  a  general  period  of  company  formation.  A  concentra- 
tion of  business  interests,  a  fusion  of  large  capital  investments, 
formation  of  so-called  trusts,  and  especially  the  organization  of 
fraternal  orders,  on  the  principle  of  mutual  support  in  all  cases  of 
emergency,  reached  their  very  zenith. 

The  founders  of  the  German  Beneficial  Union  also  got  into  the 
movement.  The  underlying  motive  they  considered  a  fully  justified 
one,  for  the  German-American  element  was  facing  a  state  of  disin- 
tegration, frittering  away  its  strength.  Aside  from  the  national  or- 
ganizations already  existing,  thousands  of  our  German  countrymen 
joined  the  ranks  of  the  flourishing  American  mutual  insurance  orders, 
which  were  exercising  a  great  attraction  by  their  alluring  promises. 

To  counteract  this  disintegration  and  decomposition  of  the  Ger- 
man-American element  was  the  principal  motive  in  founding  the 
German  Beneficial  Union.  To  concentrate  the  entire  German-Ameri- 
can population,  was  the  catchword,  for  only  by  concerted  endeavor 
and  united  work  respect  and  prestige  can  be  secured  and  success 
attained.  The  provident  German  paterfamilias  was  not  to  be  blamed 
for  seeking  and  finding  more  advantageous  conditions  in  the  Ameri- 
can societies,  for  the  German  organizations  offered,  and  offer  to  this 
day,  utterly  insufficient  relief. 

Taking  these  two-sided  conditions  into  due  consideration,  the 
founders  of  the  Union  evolved  a  plan  that  was  to  satisfy  all  claims 
for  relief  in  every  case  of  need  and  emergency,  misfortune  and  death. 
The  plan  was  a  proposition  of  the  most  modern  kind,  and  no  society 
in  existence  could  offer  greater  advantages. 

The  founders  proceeded  in  a  most  unselfish  manner  to  realize 
their  ideal.  They  avoided  no  personal  sacrifice,  spared  no  time  and 
shunned  no  trouble  to  attain  the  object  of  their  aims.  Unfavorable 
periods  of  time,  envy  and  ill-will  on  the  part  of  German  fault-finders 
stimulated  all  the  more  intensely  the  energetic  desire  to  bring  the 
work  once  begun  to  a  successful  conclusion.  Judgment  of  what  has 
been  attained  and  accomplished  within  the  scope  of  our  Union  dur- 
ing the  past  25  years  we  leave  to  our  competent  contemporaries. 

The  Union  has  a  splendid  future  before  it,  if  the  workers  at  the 
head  of  it,  conscious  of  their  aims,  with  energy  and  harmony  carry 
on  the  principles  of  fraternalism  and  Christian  humanity  with  un- 
alterable firmness  of  purpose. 

May  the  most  ardent  wish  of  the  founders  be  consummated  that 
the  German  Beneficial  Union  develop  into  the  strongest  and  most 
successful  German-American  organization. 

L.  VOLZ. 
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ITS  ORIGIN. 

THE  founders  of  the  German  Beneficial  Union  were  lodge 
members  who,  through  many  years'  service  in  the  orders 
then  existing,  had  acquired  such  knowledge  that  they  found 
no  difficulty  in  the  building  up  of  an  organization  of  their 
own.  Its  first  advocates  were  Louis  Volz,  printing  office 
proprietor;  August  F.  Wedemeyer,  upholsterer;  Louis  Thumm,  assist- 
ant secretary  of  the  Order  of  Solon;  Henry  Graf,  cigar  manufac- 
turer; Chas.  W.  Dahlinger,  attorney-at-law;  Dr.  Winter,  physician, 
and  Julius  Eicher,  produce  dealer — seven  well-situated  business  men 
of  Pittsburgh. 

After  a  number  of  preliminary  discussions,  the  first  meeting  was 
held  on  March  17,  1892,  at  the  office  of  Chas.  W.  Dahlinger,  No.  87 
Diamond  street.  W.  F.  Wedemeyer  acted  as  chairman,  Louis 
Thumm  as  secretary,  and  Louis  Volz  as  treasurer. 

On  mature  consideration  it  was  resolved  that  Attorney  Chas.  W. 
Dahlinger  should  draw  up  an  application  for  a  charter  and  present 
same  to  the  Allegheny  County  Court.  The  name  of  the  organization 
•was  determined  to  be  "German  Beneficial  Union."  As  incorporators 
were  recorded:  Louis  Volz,  A.  F.  Wedemeyer  and  Louis  Thumm. 
Louis  Volz,  Aug.  F.  Wedemeyer,  Louis  Thumm,  Henry  Graf  and 
Julius  Eicher  signed  as  Trustees. 

At  the  same  time  it  was  made  out  that  every  man  joining  the 
Supreme  District  pay  such  uniform  amount  into  the  treasury  as  may 
be  necessary  to  build  up  the  Union.  After  transacting  these  very 
first  items  of  business,  the  incorporators  proceeded  to  the  County 
Building  in  order  to  present  their  petition  in  legal  form  by  their 
attorney. 

On  March  24,  1892,  the  second  meeting  was  held  at  Peter 
Lohnes'  place,  No.  254  Fifth  avenue.  The  following  were  admitted 
as  charter  members:  Gustave  A.  Menzenmaier,  merchant  tailor;  W. 
W.  Wall,  Howard  L.  Thumm,  Fred  A.  Funk,  boss  butcher;  Richard 
Anke  and  Samuel  C.  Beatty.  After  an  enthusiastic  discussion  it  was 
Volz,  President;  Gustave  A.  Menzenmaier,  Vice  President;  Louis 
Volz,  President;  Gustave  A.  Menzermaier,  Vice  President;  Louis 
Thumm,  Secretary;  Henry  Graf,  Treasurer;  A.  F.  Wedemeyer„ 
Manager;  F.  Winter,  Physician;  Chas.  W.  Dahlinger,  Attorney-at- 
Law;  Julius  Eicher,  Chairman  Board  of  Trustees;  S.  C.  Beatty,  W. 
Wall  and  R.  Anke,  Trustees;  Fred  Funk,  Chairman  of  Finance  Com- 
mittee. 

Louis  Volz,  A.  F.  Wedemeyer,  L.  Thumm,  Henry  Graf  and  Jul. 
Eicher  were  appointed  to  draft  a  Constitution,  with  the  instruction 
to  report  as  soon  as  possible. 
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On  March  29,  1892,  another  meeting  was  held  at  Henry  Stuben- 
roth's,  No.  546  Smithfield  street.  Fred  Dillemuth,  merchant,  of  Alle- 
gheny, was  admitted  as  a  member  and  made  a  Trustee.  The  Law 
Committee  reported  that  it  was  ready  to  submit  the  laws  that  had 
been  drafted,  and  it  was  decided  to  call  a  meeting  of  all  charter 
members  for  this  purpose.  This  meeting  was  held  at  the  same  place 
on  April  5th.  John  Bercher  was  admitted  as  a  member  and  placed 
on  the  Finance  Committee.  The  Law  Committee  submitted  its  re- 
port,, and  it  was  resolved  to  call  a  constituent  meeting  for  April  14th. 

On  Thursday,  April  14,  1892,  the  principal  meeting  for  organiza- 
tion was  held  at  No.  546  Smithfield  street.  The  following  were  ad- 
mitted as  members:  Frank  Schilling,  foreman  in  Price's  glass  fac- 
tory; D.  H.  McFrederick;  Conrad  Dippel,  real  estate;  J.  H.  Volz 
lithographer;  Ernst  Zang;  Leo  Wagner,  cigar  manufacturer,,  and 
George  Kraemer,  restaurateur.  The  President  reported  that  the 
Attorney  had  received  the  charter  and  that  the  organization  of  the 
Union  could  now  proceed  according  to  law.  This  announcement  was 
received  with  great  joy,  and  the  business  at  once  proceeded  _  with. 
The  election  of  permanent  officers  was  taken  up  first.  Logically, 
the  opinion  prevailed  that  because  the  Union  was  to  work  under  a 
ten-year  plan,  it  was  advisable  to  let  the  first  officers  serve  for  ten 
years  so  that  they  themselves  might  carry  into  effect  their  plan 
according  to  law;  this  opinion  was  unanimously  endorsed  by  the 
meeting.  The  election  of  officers  resulted  as  follows:  Louis  Volz, 
Supreme  President;  Gustave  E.  Menzenmaier,  Supreme  Vice  Presi- 
dent; Louis  Thumm,  Supreme  Secretary;  Henry  Graf,  Supreme 
Treasurer;  Aug.  F.  Wedemeyer,  Supreme  Manager;  F.  Winter,  Su- 
preme Phvsician:  Chas.  W.  Dahlinger,  Supreme  Attorney;  Julius 
Eicher,  Chairman;  S.  C.  Beatty,  Richard  Anke,  W.  W.  Wall,  Fred 
Dillemuth,  Supreme  Trustees;  Fred  Funk,  chairman,  John  Bercher, 
Frank  Schilling,  Supreme  Finance  Committee;  Conrad  Dippel  D. 
H.  McFrederick,  Supreme  Law  Committee;  J.  H.  Volz,  Supreme 
Guide;  Leo  Wagner,  Supreme  Sentinel. 

Thereupon  the  Constitution  was  read  and  adopted  by  sections. 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  rent  a  suitable  office;  another  com- 
mittee, to  furnish  the  office;  still  another,  to  procure  the  necessary 
printing.  Finally  it  was  decided  not  to  admit  any  more  members  to 
the  Supreme  District. 

Thus  the  German  Beneficial  Union  was  ushered  into  life  with 
great  enthusiasm  and  much  promise.  There  was  no  lack  of  good 
intention,  but  now  the  call  was  to  "  seek  members,  to  build  up  dis- 
tricts and  to  agitate  incessantly."  The  founders  themselves  took  the 
field  and  preached  German  Beneficial  Union.  Although  there  were 
no  thousands  of  members  and  no  capital  that  could  be  held  out 
alluringly  to  the  public,  the  beginning  was  quite  encouraging.  Noth- 
ing but  the  good  plan  of  the  Union  and  the  good  name  of  the 
agitators  and  founders  could  be  used  in  the  winning  of  new  members. 
On  April  19th  the  committee  reported  that  it  had  rented  an  office 
in  the  Bissel  Block,  corner  Seventh  avenue  and  Smithfield  street,  at 
$32.50  per  month;  on  April  29  the  first  meeting  was  held  at  the  new 
quarters.  To  get  the  ball  a-rolling  properly,  it  took  a  house  full  of 
work,  so  to  speak.  Each  one  was  anxious  to  outdo  the  other  in 
pushing  along  the  new  enterprise. 
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THE  GROWTH  OF  THE  UNION. 

In  building  up  the  Union  the  principal  officers  were  mainly  ac- 
tive in  the  first  place,  above  all  A.  F.  Wedemeyer,  Henry  Graf,  Louis 
Volz  J  H.  Volz,  Frank  Schilling,  S.  C.  Beatty  and  others.  As  early 
as  the  4th  of  May,  1892,  Frank  Schilling  was  ready  to  call  into  ex- 
istence the  first  District  on  the  Hill  Top,  Pittsburgh.  The  49  candi- 
dates won  in  two  weeks  were  welded  together  in  Wedemeyer  s  house, 
36  Knox  avenue,  as  District  No.  2.  District  No.  1  was  to  be  made 
up  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  which,  however,  was  not  accomplished 
till  May  17,  S.  C.  Beatty  being  the  organizer.  Henry  Graf  followed 
with  No.  3  in  Manchester,  Allegheny;  Julius  Eicher  with  No  4  in 
Allegheny.  In  the  building  up  of  all  Districts,  the  above-named  ren- 
dered helpful  aid.  In  the  meeting  held  on  the  5th  of  May  it  was 
resolved  to  call  in  the  first  assessment. 

Together  with  the  Supreme  District  the  National  District  was 
established,  to  which  the  Supreme  Officers  belong,  to  whose  control 
it  has  ever  been  subject.  Thus  there  were  under  obligation  of  the 
first  assessment:  National  District,  established  April  14,  1892,  with 
39  members;  District  No.  1,  established  May  17,  with  47  members; 
District  No.  2,  established  Mav  4,  with  49  members;  District  No.  3, 
in  Allegheny,  established  May  10,  with  43  members;  District  No.  4, 
in  Allegheny,  established  May  12,  with  38  members;  District  No._  5, 
in  Allegheny,  established  May  30,  with  18  members.  The  Union 
had  therefore  in  the  first  month  of  its  existence  six  districts  with 
243  members  who  had  been  gathered  by  the  Supreme  Officers  them- 
selves. 

In  the  second  month,  on  June  16,  District  No.  6,  on  the  South 
Side,  Pittsburgh,  came  into  existence  with  22  members,  a  success 
chiefly  owing  to  Sister  Emma  Rossmann.  Then,  on  July  2,  came 
No.  7  in  East  Liberty,  with  14  members;  on  July  9,  No.  8,  m  the 
West  End,  with  22  members;  on  July  9,  in  Youngstown,  O.,  No.  9. 
with  12  members;  on  September  12  No.  10,  in  Allegheny  with  22 
members;  on  October  27,  No.  11,  in  Pittsburgh,  with  18  members; 
on  October  4,  No.  12,  in  Pittsburgh,  with  15  members;  on  Septem- 
ber 29,  No.  13  reported  by  a  bluff  organizer;  it  never  came  into  ex- 
istence, and  the  unlucky  number  is  not  yet  taken  to  this  day.  On 
November  18,  No.  14,  on  the  South  Side,  Pittsburgh,  was  established 
as  the  first  English  District.  A  few  days  afterwards,  on  November 
26,  No.  15,  in  Connellsville,  Pa.,  was  started  as  the  second  English 
District,  with  22  members.  Brother  Chas.  Werner  of  New  Haven  is 
the  father  of  No.  15,  and  to  him  belongs  the  honor  of  having  or- 
ganized a  district  which  for  14  years  stood  as  the  banner  district  at 
the  head  of  the  Union.  On  December  7,  No.  16  followed  on  Mt. 
Washington,  with  24  members;  on  December  2Q,  No.  17,  in  Alle- 
gheny, with  40  members;  on  December  23,  No.  18,  in  McKeesport, 
with  18  members.  For  the  building  up  of  No.  18  we  are  indebted  to 
our  never-to-be-forgotten  George  Leppig. 

What  may  be  accomplished  by  whole-hearted  devotion  to  an 
enterprise,  has  been  entered  indelibly  by  the  German  Beneficial 
Union  in  the  history  of  the  German-American  element.  In  the  eight 
months  from  May  till  December,  1892,  the  promoters  and  friends  of 
the  Union  organized  19  districts  with  307  members. 

District  No.  19,  in  Claridge,  Pa.,  was  the  first  one  building  a 
home  of  its  own,  which  was  dedicated  on  June  17, _  1893.  In  quick 
succession  the  consecutive  numbers  came  into  existence,  and  the 
increase  exceeded  all  expectations. 
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OPINIONS  ON  THE  UNION. 

The  founding  of  the  Union  was  received  with  laudatory  com- 
mentaries by  the  press  as  well  as  by  the  public  in  general.  The  be- 
ginning was  a  generally  admitted  success.  The  officers,  the  deputies, 
as  well  as  a  large  part  of  the  members,  worked  truly  with  fiery  zeal. 
The  Executive  Board  met  May  12,  May  19  and  May  26,  1892,  to  dis- 
pose of  accumulated  business,  and  three  or  four  meetings  were  held 
monthly. 

To  be  sure,  there  were  also  pessimistic  voices  prophesying  a 
short  tenure  of  life  to  the  Union,  and  even  at  this  day  some  are 
waiting  for  a  speedy  collapse  of  the  same.  Aye,  there  are  even  those 
who  are  patiently  awaiting  the  destruction  of  the  world. 

Of  the  German  press  in  Pittsburgh  only  the  then  "Pittsburgh 
Beobachter"  felt  inclined  to  tell  its  readers  that  the  German  Bene- 
ficial Union  was  a  speculation  incapable  of  execution.  But  the  in- 
fallible "Beobachter"  has  so  far  proven  itself  a  false  prophet. 

THE  UNION'S  CHARTER. 

On  June  9,  1892,  the  committee  for  a  Union  Charter  submitted 
a  proposal.  The  fundamental  idea  designed  by  Supreme  President 
Volz,  of  a  columnated  hall,  with  ten  columns  suggesting  the  ten 
years'  membership,  with  "Germania"  and  "Columbia"  in  the  fore- 
ground, symbolizing  German-American  cultural  endeavors,  was 
artistically  elaborated  by  Lithographer  Frank  Becker  and  approved 
by  the  meeting,  as  it  is  in  use  to  this  day. 

THE  FIRST  LOANS. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Union  provides  that  the  monthly  surplus 
of  all  monies  of  the  Union  shall  be  loaned  especially  to  the  mem- 
bers, bearing  six  per  cent  interest.  On  June  16,  1892,  the  first  ap- 
plications for  loans  on  first  mortgage  were  filed  by  Thomas  Winkler 
for  $1,000.00,  by  John  Hofmeyer  for  $6,000.00,  and  , by  Frank  Anker 
for  $1,800.00.  In  the  meeting  of  June  23,  the  $6,000.00  loan  was  re- 
considered because  the  amount  was  said  to  be  too  large  for  the  then 
financial  condition  of  the  Union,  whereupon  Brother  Julius  Eicher, 
who  had  filed  the  application  for  Hofmeyer,  declared  that  he  did  not 
care  to  have  anything  further  to  do  with  the  Union. 

At  the  next  meeting,  June  30,  Brother  Eicher  reported  that 
Brother  Leonhard  Wagner  desired  to  withdraw  from  the  Supreme 
District.  This  announcement,  as  well  as  Eicher's  resignation  as 
Chairman  of  the  Trustees,  was  laid  over  till  the  next  meeting,  which 
was  held  on  July  7  without  arriving  at  a  definite  conclusion.  At  the 
next  meeting,  July  14,  Mr.  Eicher  withdrew  his  resignation,  whereby 
the  first  gloomy  "cloud  in  the  sky  of  the  Union  was  scattered,  to 
everybody's  satisfaction. 

On  August  4  the  first  loan,  of  $1,000.00  to  Thomas  Winkler,  was 
paid  out. 

DESERTERS  AND  SUBSTITUTES. 

Mr.  Fred  Waldschmidt,  alderman  of  Allegheny,  was  admitted  as 
a  member,  and  it  was  ordered  that  the  Executive  Board  participate 
with  four  carriages  in  the  Columbus  celebration  to  be  held  October 
21,  this  being  a  fit  opportunity  to  make  propaganda  for  the  Union. 
This  was  the  first  public  propaganda  made  for  the  Union. 

In  the  meeting  of  October  27,  Brother  John  Bercher,  for  business 
reasons,  submitted  his  resignation  as  Supreme  Financier,  and  in  the 
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meeting  of  November  10,  Brother  Fred  Waldschmidt  was  elected  in 
his  place. 

On  December  15,  it  was  decided  that  the  meetings  of  the  Execu- 
tive Board  should  be  held  every  first  and  fourth  Thursday  afternoon. 


The  winding  up  of  the  first  year  of  the  existence  of  the  Union 
occurred  in  the  meeting  of  December  29,  1892.  The  retrospect  was  a 
very  encouraging  one  for  the  clear-headed  officers,  although  some 
grew  weak  in  the  knee  and  threw  up  the  game,  an  occurrence  that 
happens  with  all  enterprises,  especially  where  personal  liability  has 
to  be  assumed  without  an  opportunity  of  realizing  direct  pecuniary 
benefits  therefrom. 


* 


1893 

— o  


FOUNDING  OF  THE  ORGAN  OF  THE  UNION. 

ON  February  23,  1893,  the  management  decided  to  publish  a 
journal  as  official  organ  of  the  Union.  Editing  and  pub- 
lishing the  same  was  entrusted  to  President  Louis  Volz, 
who  had  practical  experience  in  this  line  of  work.  The 
first  edition  of  the  paper,  which  was  called  "Union  Re- 
porter," was  2,000;  at  present  it  is  24,000  copies.  The  "Union  Re- 
porter" has  proven  itself  to  be  an  effective  medium  of  agitation  for 
the  Union. 

UNDER  STATE  CONTROL. 

Until  April,  1893,  fraternal  organizations  enjoyed  but  little  pro- 
tection and  were  only  under  control  of  the  general  state  laws.  At 
its  session  in  the  spring  of  1893,  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
made  an  end  to  this  state  of  affairs  by  passing  the  Boyer  Law,  regu- 
lating the  rights  and  duties  of  fraternal  organizations  working  in 
the  state  and  obligating  every  one  of  them  to  file  annually  a  state- 
ment of  accounts  with  the  Insurance  Commissioner  of  the  state.  This 
new  law  came  in  the  nick  of  time  for  the  management  of  the  Union, 
for  there  could  be  nothing  better  to  win  the  confidence  of  the  public, 
and  scarcely  had  its  adoption  become  known  when  our  management, 
at  its  meeting  of  April  27,  1893,  ordered  that  the  Union  be  placed 
under  control  of  the  state.  It  might  be  noticed  here  that  there_  was 
no  compulsion  for  a  society  organized  in  this  state  to  place  itself 
under  the  control  of  the  Boyer  Law. 

ABUNDANCE  OF  WORK. 
MAGNIFICENT  PROPAGANDA. 

From  month  to  month  the  work  of  the  management  increased. 
Secretary  L.  Thumm  was  busy  in  the  office  every  day,  the  other 
officers  came  occasionally.  But  necessity  demanded,  in  order  to 
expedite  the  accumulating  business,  that  President  L.  Volz  should 
be  in  the  office  daily  from  9  a.  m.  till  1  p.  m.,  and  from  5  till  6  p.  m.; 
the  Treasurer,  Henry  Graf,  from  11  a.  m.  till  3  p.  m.,  and  Trustee 
Jul.  Richer  from  1  till  4  p.  m. 

On  November  13,  1893,  the  first  large  mass  meeting  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  Union  was  held  in  the  Allegheny  Turner  Hall.  The 
evening  was  employed  in  a  pleasant  manner  with  a  concert  and 
ball.  Louis  Volz  delivered  the  German,  and  Attorney  Frank  J. 
Gosser  the  English  address.  The  house  was  overcrowded,  and  the 
Union  could  record  a  colossal  success. 

THE  PANIC  OF  1893. 

Unfortunately  our  Union  was  made  to  suffer  considerably  by 
the  great  financial  panic  of  the  year  1893.  Thousands  of  workmen 
lost  their  employment,  money  was  an  article  very  much  in  demand. 
It  was  again    a  "dollar  per  day  period"  for  thousands  of  working- 
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Sekretaer  und  Deputy  Dist.  401 
Pitcairn,  Pa. 


JOS.  GLEISNER 
Sekretaer  Dist.  21 
Jeannette,  Pa. 


men,  and  consequently  some  hundreds  of  those  who  had  just  been 
won'  as  members,  gave  up  their  payments.  Hardly  a  year  old,  the 
Union  was  compelled  to  take  care  how  to  hold  together  its  young 
membership.  The  unfavorable  circumstances  and  the  thought  _  of 
having  to  give  up  the  enterprise  spurred  on  to  desperate  activity. 
Towns  in  the  neighborhood  were  looked  up  where  the  financial  stress 
did  not  make  itself  felt  so  strenuously,  and  on  account  of  indefatigu- 
able  perseverance,  in  spite  of  counter  currents,  of  untoward  occur- 
rences and  of  hard  times,  the  following  districts  were  organized: 
No  19  in  Claridge,  Pa.;  No.  20,  in  Erie,  Pa.;  No.  21  in  Jeannette, 
Pa.;  No.  22  in  McKees  Rocks,  Pa.;  No.  23  on  Troy  Hill,  Allegheny; 
No  24  in  New  Kensington,  Pa.;  No.  25  in  Knoxville,  Pa.;  No.  26 
in  Monaca,  Pa.;  No.  27  in  Millvale,  Pa.;  No.  28  in  Marietta,  O.;  No. 
29  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  No.  30  in  Sharpsburg,  Pa.;  No.  31,  as  the  first 
ladies'  district  in  Allegheny,  Pa.;  No.  32  in  Beaver  Falls,  Pa.;  No.  33 
in  Braddock,  Pa.;  No.  36  in  Allegheny,  Pa.;  No.  37  m  Natrona,  Pa  ; 
No.  58  in  Allegheny,  Pa.— altogether  20  new  districts  in  the  year  1893. 
Nos.  5,  14  and  25  were  the  first  districts  working  in  the  English 
language. 

As  energetic  co-workers  in  the  initial  period  are  to  be  named: 
Fred  Schnettker,  Jacob  Stark,  Karl  Kohl,  John  Meyer,  G.  A.  Ende, 
David  Geyer,  Fred  Lohmann,  Joseph  Meyer  and  many  others. 
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ON  February  5,  1894,  the  Pittsburgh  districts  held  a  mass, 
meeting  with  concert  and  ball  in  the  Central  Turner  Hall. 
This  hall  was  well-filled,  too,  every  seat  being  taken.  Louis 
Volz  and  Attorney  F.  J.  Gosser,  then  a  member  of  No.  2,. 
delivered  addresses,  and  a  better  introduction  of  the  Union 
by  the  Pittsburgh  districts  could  not  have  been  given. 

On  April  16,  the  third  agitation  evening  was  given  under  the 
auspices  of  the  South  Side  districts  at  Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  South 
Side,  Pittsburgh.  The  hall  was  really  uncomfortably  over-crowded, 
and  for  this  reason  the  program  of  the  evening  was  not  given  the 
proper  attention.  Supreme  President  L.  Volz  spoke  in  German  and 
Attorney  F.  J.  Gosser  in  English.  After  the  conclusion  of  the  pro- 
gram German  jollity  and  good  nature  scored  magnificent  triumphs. 

With  these  three  public  mass  meetings  in  Allegheny,  Pittsburgh 
and  South  Side,  Pittsburgh,  the  Union  had  introduced  itself  to  the 
public  thoroughly  and  auspiciously;  the  talk  of  the  day  was  "German 
Beneficial  Union."  Mr.  Franklin  J.  Gosser  took  a  very  lively  interest 
in  the  growth  of  the  Union  and  many  Americans  were  induced  by 
him  to  join  our  ranks. 

PLACE  OF  BUSINESS  TOO  SMALL— REMOVAL. 

With  the  year  1894  and  the  growth  of  the  Union's  business,  the 
place  of  business  in  the  Bissel  Block  turned  out  to  be  too  small,  and 
as  in  Nos.  516  and  518  Fourth  avenue  there  was  a  good  opportunity 
to  get  three  rooms  for  the  same  price  as  theretofore  for  only  one, 
the  removal  was  consummated.  It  was  a  new  office  building  in 
which  the  Attorney  of  our  Union,  Chas.  W.  Dahlinger,  likewise  had 
his  office. 

In  the  Bissel  Block  many  comic  occurrences  commingled  with 
the  serious  day's  work.  At  the  entrance  of  the  building  we  had  our 
sign,  "Deutscher  Unterstuetzungs  Bund"  in  the  German  language. 
This  attracted  daily  needy  ones  in  large  numbers  who  poured  forth 
their  tales  of  woe  "in  all  possible  strains  and  sued  for  aid;  with  the 
removal  to  Fourth  avenue  these  visits  became  less  frequent. 

THE  FIRST  CIRCUIT  CONVENTION. 

The  next  important  event  in  the  history  of  the  Union  was  the 
first  circuit  convention.  It  was  not  yet  advisable  to  divide  the  young 
organization  into  divers  circuit  sessions  and  therefore  the  supreme 
management  decided  to  let  all  the  representatives  of  the  divers  dis- 
tricts come  together  in  one  joint  meeting. 

This  first  circuit  convention  was  held  in  Brother  A.  Schohn's 
place,  Lafayette  Hall,  corner  Thirty-fifth  and  Butler  streets,  Pitts- 
burgh, and  was  opened  on  May  3,  1894,  at  10  a.  m.  _  Nearly  all  dis- 
tricts were  represented.  We  may  say:  "This  session  presented  a 
picture  of  friendly  zeal  for  the  success  and  prosperity  of  the  Union." 
It  was  not  strictly  according  to  the  laws,  but  in  accordance  with  the 
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MIKE  BERG  ADAM  RÖBEL 

Supreme  Repraesentant  Praesident  Dist.  97 

Schatzmeister  Dist.  97  Supreme  Repraesentant 
Johnstown,  Pa. 


circumstances,  founded  on  reason  and  carried  out  with  the  consent 
of  all  from  urgent  economical  reasons  and  it  formed  a  good  omen 
for  the 

FIRST  SUPREME  CONVENTION, 

which  was  held  on  June  4,  1894,  in  Louis  Ruppel's  Hall,  No.  212 
Smithfield  street,  Pittsburgh,  opening  at  2  p.  m.  The  following  mem- 
bers were  present: 

Supreme  Officers:  Louis  Volz,  Supreme  President;  G.  A.  Men- 
zenmaier  Supreme  Vice  President;  Louis  Thumm,  Supreme  Secre- 
tary; Henry  Graf,  Supreme  Treasurer;  Aug.  F.  Wedemcyer,  Supreme 
Manager;  F.  Winter,  Supreme  Physician;  J.  H.  Volz,  Supreme  Guide; 
L.  Wagner,  Supreme  Sentinel. 

Supreme  Trustees:     Julius   Eicher,  Fred  Dillemuth,  W.  Wall, 
George  Kramer  and  S.  C.  Beatty. 

Supreme  Finance  Committee:  Fred  Funk,  Fred  Waldschmidt 
and  Frank  Schilling. 

Supreme  Law  Committee:  Chas.  W.  Dahlinger,  D.  H.  McFred- 
erick  and  C.  Dippel. 

Charter  Members:    H.  L.  Thumm  and  Ernst  Sang. 

Five  Supreme  Representatives,  elected  by  the  circuit  convention: 
Wm.  Freese,  District  No.  11;  M.  F.  Cassady,  District  No.  14;  E.  W. 
Gass,  District  No.  4;  F.  G.  Bergmann,  District  No.  18;  Chas.  Sossong, 
District  No.  35.    These  were  initiated  as  Supreme  Members. 

Assistant  Secretaries  of  this  first  Supreme  convention  were  Fred 
Waldschmidt  and  F.  G.  Bergmann.    The  committees  were: 

On  Administration  of  the  Union:  Chas.  Sossong,  Frank  Schilling 
and  Julius  Eicher. 

Complaints  and  Appeals:  Wm.  Freese,  Fred  Dillemuth  and  F. 
Cassady. 

Miscellaneous  Business:  George  Kramer,  W.  Wall  and  W.  Gass. 
Law  Committee:    Chas.  W.  Dahlinger,  C.  Dippel  and  D.  Mc- 
Frederick. 

Expenses  of  the  Session:    Henry  Graf,  S.  C.  Beatty. 

In  his  annual  report  the  President  of  the  Union  said,  in  part: 
"When  we  founded  our  German  Beneficial  Union  two  years  ago,  we 
were  still  enjoying  prosperous  times;  the  lowliest  workingman  had 
a  living  wage  and  could  afford  to  put  by  a  savings  account.  _  All 
fraternal  organizations  enjoyed  abundant  expansion,  and  especially 
the  German  element  endeavored  to  secure  their  advantages. 

"Was  it,  then,  not  natural  enough,  in  view  of  the  many  organiza- 
tions of  dubious  existence,  which  mankind  joined  by  thousands,  to 
call  our  Union  into  existence  with  a  plan  of  principles  according  to 
German  views,  especially  for  us  German-Americans,  better  than  any 
other  in  existence?  A  society  in  which  the  German  could  uphold  his 
rights  and  his  views  in  his  mother-tongue. 

"We  have  begun  the  great  work  with  joyous  zeal  and  with  the 
full  consciousness"  that  we  want  to  build  up  a  German  organization 
that  will  reflect  glory  and  honor  on  the  entire  German-American 
element. 

"In  expanding  our  Union  we  found  at  once  enthusiastic  col- 
laborators in  that  the  first  districts  could  be  organized  with  little 
effort.  One  might  call  it  a  holy  zeal  with  which  especially  the  Su- 
preme Officers  carried  on  the  work  of  agitation.    But  as  ererything 
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finds  opposition,  our  Union  likewise,  from  the  start,  had  to  combat 
insinuations  which  was  always  done  with  the  best  of  success  on  our 
side.  Only  we  had  not  figured  on  one  bitter  enemy,  whom  we  had 
to  struggle  against,  and  that  was  the  hard  times. 

"What  opposition  and  envy,  even  in  our  own  German  circles, 
could  not  accomplish,  was  brought  about  by  the  financial  crisis  that 
had  set  in,  for  where  there  is  nothing  earned,  payments  for  such 
purposes  had  to  be  stopped,  and  thus  we  had  a  troublesome  time  of 
hard  struggle;  we  see  a  membership  of  2,000  disappear.  But  in  spite 
of  all  this  misfortune,  our  books  show  a  small  monthly  progress. 
With  what  sacrifices  and  costs  we  could  achieve  this,  only  those 
know  who  worked  the  field." 

UNRELIABLE  SPECULATION  DONE  AWAY  WITH. 
A  SOLID  FOUNDATION  SECURED. 

In  the  two  years'  existence  of  the  Union,  during  which  the 
management  first  got  a  practical  insight  into  the  business  under- 
taken it  became  clear  to  the  members  that  with  the  promise  to  pay 
a  thousand  dollars  in  ten  years,  they  had  undertaken  a  tremendous 
responsibility.  The  payment  of  three  hundred  dollars  was  not  sur- 
ficient  to  produce  $1,000  in  this  period  of  time,  and  30  assessments 
per  annum,  which  would  have  been  necessary  thereto,  could  not  be 
collected  from  the  members;  it  was  a  unanimous  wish  to  desist  from 
all  unreliable  speculation  and  to  continue  the  business  of  the  Union 
only  on  a  substantial  business  basis.  The  whole  Supreme  conven- 
tion was  animated  by  this  thought,  and  unanimously  it  was  resolved: 
"That  every  member,  after  the  expiration  of  his  ten  years,  shall  re- 
reive  only  a  pro  rata  share  of  his  paid-in  assessments,  together  with 
the  profits,  deducting  any  loans  in  sick  benefits  he  may  have  drawn 
with  six  per  cent  interest,  and  that  this  payment  shall  be  determined 
by  each  Supreme  convention,  calculated  on  the  amount  of  assets  ol 
the  Union." 

It  was  with  this  wise  regulation  and  a  few  other  practical  altera- 
tions that  the  Union  had  laid  its  solid  foundation  and  that  this  first 
Supreme  convention,  which  lasted  till  11  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and 
all  members  attending  embodied  themselves  indelibly  in  the  history 
of  the  Union. 

When  the  important  alteration  became  known,  there  were  two 
kinds  of  opinions  among  the  members.  One  part  was  heartily  glad 
that  it  had  happened,  for,  they  said:  "Now  we  aresure  that  we  will 
get  at  least  something";  the  other  part  was  dissatisfied  because  the 
large  profit  that  had  been  in  prospect  had  disappeared.  But  the 
Union  worked  unswervingly  toward  the  appointed  goal. 

PERSONAL  CHANGES— NEW  DISTRICTS. 

W  Wall  Supreme  Trustee,  gave  up  his  membership  in  the  month 
of  August  1894,  and  in  September  Mr.  G.  W.  Miller,  prominent  in 
the  order  'of  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor,  was  taken  m  äs  a  mem- 
ber and  elected  a  Supreme  Trustee  in  place  of  Wall.  Likewise,  Geo. 
M   Leppig  of  McKeesport,  Pa.,  was  taken  in  as  a  Supreme  Member. 


There  are  no  especially  important  episodes  to  be  reported.  The 
end  of  the  year  1894  showed  but  small  progress,  for  only  thirteen  new 
districts  were  to  be  recorded.  The  following  were  organized:  On 
January  27,  No.  39  in  Portage,  Pa.;  on  January  16,  No.  40  in  Wash- 
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GOTTL.  ROGALLA 
Sekretaer  Dist.  146 
Johnstown,  Pa. 


GUSTAV  HORN 
Sekretaer  Dist.  187 
Johnstown,  Pa. 


ington,  D.  C;  on  March  19,  No.  41  in  Johnstown,  Pa.,  as  the  first 
district  here,  may  be  truly  styled  a  woe-begotten  child,  as  twice  it 
died  in  travail,  but  gained  a  firm  footing  at  the  third  attempt,  after 
Volz  and  Wedemeyer  had  routed  the  enemy;  in  February,  No.  43  in 
Ehrenfeld,  Pa.;  No.  44  in  Canton,  O.;  No.  45  in  Altoona,  Pa.;  on  May 
5,  No.  46  in  Tarentum,  Pa.;  on  July  24,  No.  47  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  on 
August  20,  No.  48  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  on  November  17,  No.  49  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  on  October  24,  No.  50  as  the  second  ladies'  district 
in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  on  November  30,  No.  51  in  Arrejo,  Pa.,  and  on 
December  8,  1894,  No.  52  in  St.  Marys  Pa. 

In  1894  the  Union  could  point  to  the  following  list  of  ex-Presi- 
dents : 


Chas.  A.  Schlegel 
Chas.  Bergmann 
George  S.  Graf 
V.  W.  Petsinger 
John  Macher 
L.  Durchinger 
L.  Weckler 
L.  Kramer 
John  Geiger 
John  Kress 
Charles  Nimick 
Ch.  D.  Werner 
P.  Mathis 
William  Reimer 
John  Bruedek 
J.  H.  Esser 
Fr.  Schnetker 
William  Freeze 
John  Luckhart 
E.  Frenzer 
A.  Leder 
David  Geyer 
George  Groh 
Henry  Seiling 
Gustav  Werner 
Michael  Gribble 
C.  L.  Kolb 
C.  W.  Gass 
J.  G.  Neuman 
John  Huber 
Charles  Schaefer 
C.  Schmoll 
A.  Bartel 
William  Schmalz 
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George  Klaus 

F.  G.  Bergmann 
John  Heuer 
Karl  Kern 
Henry  Roth 
Jacob  Stark 
Louis  Richter 
Edward  Mulzer 
J.  Bueschel 
Charles  Hardwig 
Charles  Heinrich 
J.  O.  Schmidt 

G.  Fitz 

H.  Kommel 
W.  Popp 

E.  C.  Beutner 

G.  Solomon 
M.  F.  Cassady 
U.  C.  Grant 
Barbara  Fasbinder 
Pauline  Euler 
Hedwig  Werner 
Karl  Koehl 
Joseph  Kommel 
O.  Ende 

H.  Arkenau 
Fred  Lehman 
Wm.  Hannemann 
William  Volzer 
Fr.  Schneider 
Charles  Sossong 
G.  A.  Ende 

W.  J.  Fichtner 
Christ  Schuster 
Baumgertner 


All  brethren  and  sisters  named  in  this  list  of  honor  will  never 
be  forgotten  as  earnest  co-workers  for  the  Union. 
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1895 


FOUNDING  CLASS  B. 

AS  a  good  beginning  of  the  year  1895,  the  minutes  of  Janu- 
ary 17  say:  "In  consideration  of  the  hard  times  the  admis- 
sion fee  of  new  members  shall  be  reduced  from  $4.50  to 
$1.50.  There  were  numerous  complaints  from  Deputies 
that  very  many  persons  would  like  to  join  the  Union  if 
we  had  a  direct  life  insurance,  for  which  our  assessments  were  not 
too  high;  other  organizations  were  enumerated  as  examples.  This 
demand  recurred  so  frequently  that  the  Executive  Board  took  action 
on  the  question,  which  matured  for  judgment  at  the  _  session  of 
November,  1895,  in  that  a  motion  in  writing  was  submitted  to  the 
meeting  with  the  request  to  call  a  Special  Supreme  Session  in  order 
to  add  another  beneficial  feature  to  the  present  plan. 

"The  motion  was  worded  as  follows: 

"  'We,  members  of  the  Supreme  District  of  the  German  Bene- 
ficial Union,  are  convinced  that  it  would  be  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  Union  if  to  the  present  plan  a  second  class  were  added  which 
would  give  an  opportunity  to  everyone  seeking  insurance  to  secure 
by  a  cheap  monthly  assessment  rate  a  fixed  amount  of  insurance, 
which  in  case  of  death  would  be  paid  to  his  family  in  full.  Signed: 

LOUTS  THUMM, 
HENRY  GRAF, 
GEO.  W.  MILLER, 
AUG.  WEDEMEYER, 
LOUIS  VOLZ. 

 o  

SPECIAL  SUPREME  CONVENTION. 

The  motion  was  adopted  unanimously,  and  the  Supreme  Presi- 
dent called  a  Special  Supreme  Session  for  December  12,  1895,  which 
session  was  also  held  at  Nos.  518  and  520  Fourth  avenue,  Pittsburgh. 
All  Supreme  Members  and  Representatives  were  present. 

At  this  meeting  the  original  plan  was  christened  Class  A,  and 
Class  B  was  created  in  addition  thereto.  Thus  the  insistent  demand 
of  many  of  our  co-workers  was  complied  with,  but  the  real  results 
fell  far  short  of  those  hoped  for,  chiefly  because  to  this  day  every 
single  member  directs  his  efforts  toward  Class  A  and  step-motherly 
thrusts  aside  Class  B,  mostly  to  avoid  the  inconvenient  medical  ex- 
amination which,  incidentally,  costs  a  dollar  extra. 

Hence  1895  was  likewise  a  very  important  year  in  the  history  of 
the  Union.  As  an  especial  attraction  for  Erie  when  District  No.  20 
was  already  flourishing,  the  Supreme  Management  arranged  with  the 
Pittsburgh  districts  an  excursion  for  Sunday,  August  25,  1895.  Fully 
500  members  and  friends  participated  in  this  outing.  The  Allentown 
Double  Quartette,  all  members  of  the  Union,  constituted  the  center 
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of  entertainment,  alternating  fairest  songs  with  the  Erie  Maen- 
nerchor.  District  No.  20  had  its  hands  full  to  satisfy  the  demands 
of  the  masses.  It  was  to  be  regretted  that  the  success  for  winning 
new  members  was  very  small,  indeed. 

In  1895  the  Supreme  Officers,  Volz  and  Wedemeyer,  started  to 
build  up  new  districts  in  Cleveland,  O.  After  feeling  our  way  there, 
old  acquaintances,  former  Pittsburgh  people,  were  visited.  These 
were  Rev.  L.  Weiss,  W.  C.  Pollner,  superintendent  of  the  Columbia 
Br.  Co.;  Paul  Sylla,  general  agent  of  the  Rochester  Br.  Co.;  Fred 
Jampen,  proprietor  of  the  Swiss  Hotel;  Joseph  Siste  and  Carl  Mon- 
combre;  they  all  joined  the  first  district,  No.  65,  which  was  installed 
on  October  11,  1895,  at  Hungarian  Hall,  on  Clark  avenue.  At  pres- 
ent 17  districts  exist  there.  In  the  up-building  of  them  quite  a  num- 
ber of  good  men  took  an  active  part,  as  Phillip  Baum,  Ludwig  Sud- 
wisher,  Herman  Staab,  Andrew  Hansen  and  others,  too  many  to 
enumerate  them  all. 

New  districts  were  installed  in  the  year  of  1895  as  follows:  No. 
53,  in  Larimer,  on  February  2;  No.  54,  in  Centerville,  on  February 
16;  No.  55.  in  Johnsonburg,  on  March  2;  No.  56,  in  New  Castle  on 
April  27;  No.  57,  in  Washington,  Pa.,  on  May  11;  No.  58  in  Pitts- 
burgh, on  May  22;  No.  59,  in  DuBois,  on  May  28;  No.  60,  in  Alle- 
gheny, on  June  1;  No.  61,  in  Baldwin,  Pa.,  in  June;  No.  62,  in  War- 
ren, on  August  27;  No.  63,  in  East  Pittsburgh,  on  August  31;  No.  64, 
"J  Duquesne,  on  September  19;  No.  65,  in  Cleveland,  on  October  11; 
No.  66,  m  Pittsburgh,  on  November  25;  No.  67,  in  Cleveland,  not 
consummated;  No.  68,  in  McKeesport,  likewise  not  consummated; 
r°-  ??•  ^Jrw'm>  on  December  14;  No.  70,  in  Cleveland,  on  Decem- 
ber 31,  1895;  18  districts  in  all. 
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1896 

 o  


SECOND  SUPREME  CONVENTION. 

IN  the  first  meeting  of  the  year,  on  January  16  1896,  the  Trustees 
and  the  Finance  Committee  were  made  members  of  the  Execu- 
tive Board;  through  resignations  they  were  as  follows: 
Trustees:   Fred  Dillemuth,  S.  C.  Beatty,  Geo.  Kramer  and 
G.  W.  Miller;  L.  Volz,  chairman. 
Finance  Committee:  Fred  Waldschmidt  and  J.  H.  Volz;  G.  A. 
Menzenmaier,  chairman. 

This  consolidation  of  the  principal  champions  of  the  Union  for 
concerted  action  contributed  very  much  to  the  further  progress  of 
the  Union. 

The  vear  1896  brought  the  second  regular  Supreme  Convention. 
The  districts  then  existing  were  divided  into  three  circuits: 

Circuit  Convention  No.  1  was  held  on  the  4th  of  May  at  Central 
Turner  Hall,  Pittsburgh,  with  18  districts. 

Circuit  Convention  No.  2  was  held  on  May  6  in  Link's  Hall, 
Allegheny,  with  25  districts. 

Circuit  Convention  No.  3  was  held  on  May  13  in  Funk's  HalL 
South  Side,  Pittsburgh,  with  19  districts. 

As  it  appears,  the  Union  was  not  yet  represented  so  strongly 
"on  the  outside,"  therefore  all  the  districts  were  invited  to  P'ttsburgh 
anrl  Allegheny  Six  Supreme  Representatives  were  elected  by  these 
three =  cirfuftsT"  Wm.  Hannemann,  District  No.  40  of  Washington, 
D  C  P  L  Baum,  of  District  No.  67  of  Cleveland  O.;  G.  A.  Ende 
District  No.  33  of  Braddock,  Pa.:  Louis  Kramer  District  No.  2  of 
Pittsburgh;  John  Kress,  of  District  No.  3  of  Allegheny;  Chas.  A. 
Schlegel,  District  No.  1  of  Pittsburgh. 

On  Monday,  June  1,  1896,  the  second  regular  Supreme  Conven- 
tion was  held  at  "the  Oxford  House,  No.  519  Second  avenue,  Pitts- 
burgh All  the  business  was  disposed  of  on  this  day.  There  are  no 
espfcially  important  changes  to  record.  The  reports  of  the  Supreme 
Officers  on  the  business  and  the  general  progress  of  the  Union  were 
approved  with  great  satisfaction.  In  general,  the  relations  between 
the  Supreme  Officers  and  Representatives  were  exceedingly  har- 
monious. 

The  vear  1896  brought  with  it  the  agitation  for  the  Union  in 
Baltimore.  David  Goodman  was  the  first  harbinger  of  the  XJmon 
there;  he  was  followed  by  Chr.  Saarn  and  Henry  Graf  and  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Union  has  accomplished  singularly  successful  work  there. 
He  was  followed  by  Manager  A.  Wedemeyer,  to  whom  *  happened 
that  he  was  taken  before  the  Insurance  Commissioner.  The  public 
official  informed  him  that  the  Union  had  to  have  a  license  and  for- 
bade a  continuation  of  the  work  till  this  be  done.  The  Union  got  its 
license  and  deposited  ten  thousand  dollars  in  City  of  Baltimore  bonds 
as  a  guarantee  for  the  fair  fulfillment  of  the  obligations  it  had  as- 
sumecl.    The  membership  in  Baltimore  has  become  a  large  one  since, 
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and  the  Union  until  now  has  given  no  cause  for  complaint.  Great 
credit  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Union  in  Baltimore  belongs  to  the 
brothers  L.  C.  Hauselmann,  John  E.  Baumgartner,  Phillip  Reinhardt, 
Jordan,  Kraft,  Christ,  Daub,  Richwein,  Wetzgell  and  many  other 
brethren  whose  names  have  slipped  from  my  memory.  Goodman  or- 
ganized the  first  district  in  Baltimore  on  June  18  1896.  It  was  a 
peculiar  vicissitude  that  in  the  German  city  of  Baltimore  the  first 
district  had  to  be  an  English  one.  Goodman's  second  district,  No. 
90,  was  likewise  English.  Then  followed,  in  September,  the  installa- 
tion of  the  two  German  districts,  Nos.  93  and  94,  Brother  Wm. 
Schroeder  proving  himself  to  be  an  energetic  co-worker. 

Thirty  districts  were  called  into  life  in  1896,  as  follows:  No.  71, 
in  Pittsburgh,  January  25;  No.  72,  in  Cleveland,  in  March;  No.  75, 
ladies'  district,  in  Allegheny,  on  April  9;  No.  73,  in  Erie,  Pa.,  on 
February  21;  No.  76,  in  Elwood,  on  April  11;  No.  77,  in  Cleveland, 
on  May  22;  No.  78,  in  Punxsutawney,  on  May  23;  No.  79,  in  Union- 
town,  on  May  29;  No.  80,  in  Lower  St.  Clair,  on  May  23;  No.  81,  in 
Cleveland,  on  May  29;  No.  82,  in  Baltimore,  on  June  18-  No  83  in 
Allegh  eny,  on  June  25;  No.  84,  in  Lancaster,  on  July  10;  No.  85,  in 
Coraopolis,  on  July  16;  No.  86,  in  Philadelphia,  on  July  23— No.'  86 
was  the  first  district  in  Philadelphia,  founded  by  Volz  and  Wede- 
meyer,  with  the  aid  of  Aug.  Monhof;  Rev.  J.  P.  H.  Schweitzer  was 
the  first  President;  No.  87,  in  Economy,  on  August  13;  No.  88,  in 
Cincinnati,  on  August  27— District  No.  38  was  the  first  district  in 
Cincinnati;  the  membership  was  gathered  by  the  then  Organizer,  A. 
Barisch,  and  installed  as  a  District  by  the  Supreme  Officers,  Volz 
and  Wedemeyer;  Cincinnati,  teeming  with  Germans  and  societies, 
had  been  a  barren  field  for  our  Union;  at  the  present  time  eight  dis- 
tricts are  in  existence  there;  Henry  Lenzer,  deceased,  for  many  years 
Circuit  Deputy,  was  the  most  active  representative  of  the  Union 
there; — No.  89,  in  Reading,  on  September  5,  with  the  great  assist- 
ance of  Christ  Ortmiller;  No.  90,  in  Baltimore,  on  September  8;  No. 
91,  in  Newport,  on  September  9;  No.  92,  in  Cincinnati,  on  September 
10;  No.  93,  in  Baltimore,  on  September  14;  No.  94,  in  Baltimore,  on 
September  15;  No.  95,  in  Covington,  on  October  1;  No.  97,  in  Johns- 
town, on  October  22;  No.  98,  in  Beltzhoover,  on  November  19;  No. 
99,  in  Philadelphia,  on  August  21;  No.  100,  a  ladies'  district  in  the 
English  language,  flourishing  to  this  day  was  called  into  being  by 
Charles  Werner,  the  founder  of  No.  15,  on  December  12,  with  the 
energetic  assistance  of  his  wife.  This  was  till  now  the  most  success- 
ful year  in  the  history  of  the  Union. 

As  early  as  1896  the  Supreme  Management  saw  itself  obliged  to 
appoint  the  following  brethren  Circuit  Deputies: 

August  Heimert,  Pittsburgh,  for  Districts  1,  11,  12,  47  and  50. 
Edward  Mulzer,  Pittsburgh,  for  Districts  7,  27,  29,  30  and  66. 
Louis  Kraemer,  Pittsburgh,  for  Districts  14,  16,  25  and  48. 
Frank  Schilling,  Pittsburgh,  for  Districts  2,  6,  8,  22  and  71. 
John  Kress,  Allegheny,  for  Districts  3,  4,  5,  17  and  60. 
Jacob  Stark,  Allegheny,  for  Districts  10,  23,  31,  36  and  38. 
G.  A.  Ende,  Braddock,  Pa.,  for  Districts  18,  33,  63,  64  and  68. 
Fred  Lehmann,  Natrona,  Pa.,  for  Districts  24,  37  and  46. 
August  Mayer,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  for  Districts  39,  41,  43  and  45. 
Heinrich  Kommel,  Monaca,  Pa.,  for  Districts  26,  32,  34  and  56. 
John  Heuer,  Erie,  Pa.,  for  Districts  20  and  62. 
Chas.  Werner,  Connellsville,  Pa.,  for  District  15,  with  the  in- 
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struction  te  build  up  additional  districts.  These  Circuit  Deputies 
had  to  visit  their  districts  every  three  months  and  to  report  to  the 
Management. 

On  Sunday,  August  10,  1896,  the  Pittsburgh  Districts  paid  a  mass 
visit  to  the  Cleveland  brethren  and  in  connection  therewith  the  s  x 
districts  then  existing  there  arranged  a  large  propaganda  festival  in 
Scenic  Park. 

RESULT  AFTER  FIVE  YEARS. 

The  October  edition  of  the  "Union  Reporter"  of  1896,  says:  "In 
the  hardest  time  conceivable,  from  1892  to  1896  the  Union  has  built 
up  95  districts  and  taken  in  nearly  5  000  members ;  it  has  $60,000.00 
in  the  reserve  fund  and  paid  out  $11,696.10  in  benefits. 
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 0  

UNION  HALL  OF  OUR  OWN  PLANNED. 

WITH  the  beginning  of  the  year  1897  the  Supreme  Man- 
agement decided  to  build  a  Union  Hall,  with  capital 
stock  to  be  subscribed  by  the  members  of  the  Union. 
A  call  to  the  members  of  the  Union  was  issued,  but 
did  not  meet  with  eager  response.  Patriotism  was 
there,  to  be  sure,  but  no  money;  hence  that  fair  hope  had  to  be  put 
to  the  background  for  a  while. 

On  January  12,  1897,  there  was  held  at  the  Allegheny  Turner 
Hall  another  large  agitation  meeting,  and  on  February  4  one  at  the 
Birmingham  Turner  Hall,  South  Side,  Pittsburgh. 

 o  

In  the  month  of  May  our  Union  held  entry  in  Wheeling,  West 
Virginia.  Brother  Paul  Diesch,  an  old  Pittsburgher,  paved  the  way. 
Brother  Christ  Saarn,  who  was  employed  as  Organizer  at  that  time, 
came  to  the  aid  of  Diesch,  and  in  a  month  were  ready:  District  No. 
113,  known  as  Koerner  District,  and  District  No.  116,  known  as  Hum- 
boldt District.    Both  are  prospering  today. 

Through  Organizer  Christ  Saarn  the  Union  got  its  start  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  with  District  No.  102,  in  the  month  of  February. 

Districts  were  built  up  as  follows:  No.  101,  in  Cincinnati,  on 
January  12;  No.  102,  in  St.  Louis  on  January  12;  No.  103,  in  Balti- 
more, on  February  15;  No.  104,  in  Mt.  Oliver,  Pa.,  on  February  20; 
No.  105,  in  Pittsburgh,  on  February  22;  Nos.  106,  107,  108  and  109, 
in  Baltimore,  in  the  month  of  March;  No.  110,  in  Muncie,  on  March 
21;  Nos.  Ill  and  112,  in  Baltimore,  in  April;  No.  113,  in  Wheeling, 
on  May  3;  Nos.  114  and  115,  in  Baltimore,  during  May;  No.  116,  in 
Wheeling,  on  May  21;  No.  117,  in  Collinsburg,  on  June  12;  No.  118, 
in  Newark,  on  June  14;  No.  119,  in  Rochester,  on  August  4;  No.  120„ 
in  Homestead,  on  September  4;  No.  121,  in  Cumberland,  on  Septem- 
ber 8;  No.  122,  in  Bridgeport,  on  September  4;  No.  123,  in  Bellaire, 
on  September  28;  No.  124,  in  Zelienople,  in  October;  No.  125,  in 
Allegheny,  on  October  28;  No.  126,  in  Wilkinsburg,  on  November 
18;  No.  127,  in  Charleroi,  Pa.,  on  December  14;  No.  128,  in  Balti- 
more, Md.,  on  December  17 — 28  districts  in  all,  of  which  Baltimore 
alone  furnished  nine.  With  the  end  of  1897  the  Union  had  passed 
another  very  advantageous  year.  Events  of  especial  importance  did 
not  transpire.  Supreme  Trustee  G.  W.  Miller  resigned  his  position 
in  November,  and  Vice  President  G.  A.  Menzenmaier  was  elected  in 
his  place  chairman  of  the  Trustees. 
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1898 

 o  


CIRCUIT  CONVENTIONS. 
THIRD  SUPREME  CONVENTION. 

THE  year  1898  was  another  Convention  year  and  99  districts 
made  ready  to  meet  for  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
Union  and  to  counsel  to  bring  about  its  speedy  growth. 
The  Pittsburgh  Circuit  Convention  was  held  on  February 
21,  1898,  at  Central  Turner  Hall,  Pittsburgh.  Seventeen  dis- 
tricts were  represented.  Robert  Beyer,  of  District  120,  was  President; 
Chas.  A.  Schlegel,  Vice  President;  Louis  Kraemer,  Secretary,  and 
Wm.  Freese,  Treasurer.  Chas.  A.  Schlegel  was  elected  representa- 
tive to  the  Supreme  Convention. 

The  Pittsburgh,  South  Side,  Circuit  Convention  was  held  on 
February  15  at  Gerard  Hall,  South  Side.  Fifteen  districts  were  rep- 
resented. Bernhard  Koch,  President;  Wm.  Kiel,  Vice  President;  W. 
J.  Fichtner,  Secretary,  and  L.  W.  Schreiber,  Treasurer.  Henry  Rom- 
mel of  Monaca  was  elected  representative  to  the  Supreme  Conven- 
tion. 

The  Allegheny  Circuit  Convention  was  held  February  23  at 
Neider's  Hall  on  East  street.  Sixteen  districts  were  represented.  J. 
A.  Kleeb,  President;  Henry  Roth,  Vice  President;  Henry  Arkenaw, 
Secretary,  and  John  Henning,  Treasurer.  John  E.  Joos  was  elected 
representative  to  the  Supreme  Convention. 

The  McKeesport  Circuit  Convention  was  held  on  February  17  in 
Boss'  Hall,  Fifth  avenue.  Eight  districts  were  represented.  Geo.  M. 
Leppig,  President,  and  P.  Rutsek,  Secretary.  James  Frew  of  Con- 
nellsville  (English  speaking)  was  elected  representative  to  the  Su- 
preme Convention. 

The  Altoona  Circuit  Convention  was  held  on  February  21  at 
St.  Muri,  on  Ninth  street.  Ten  districts  were  represented.  Michael 
Heim, of  43,  President,  and  John  Kuptz,  of  78,  Secretary.  Wm. 
Jacobs,  of  97,  in  Johnstown,  was  elected  representative  to  the  Su- 
preme Convention. 

The  Wheeling  Circuit  Convention  was  held  on  February  18  at 
Germania  Hall.  Sixteen  districts  were  represented.  C.  W.  Bente, 
President;  J.  C.  Jung,  Secretary;  Jos.  Wingerter,  Treasurer.  C.  W. 
Bente  was  elected  representative  to  the  Supreme  Convention. 

The  Baltimore  Circuit  Convention  was  held  on  February  23  in 
Jordan's  Hall.  Fifteen  districts  were  represented.  L.  C.  Hansel- 
mann, President;  R.  Roscover,  Secretary;  Phillip  Reinhardt,  Treas- 
urer. L.  C.  Hanselmann  was  elected  representative  to  the  Supreme 
Convention. 

On  Monday,  March  7,  1898.  the  third  Supreme  Convention  was 
opened  at  Frohsinn  Hall,  305  Penn  avenue.  Twenty-five  members, 
officers  and  representatives  and  three  charter  members  were  present. 
Among  various  amendments  and  additions  to  the  Constitution  the 
most  important  was  "that  a  member,  after  the  expiration  of  his  ten 
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years  in  Class  A,  could  have  a  paid-up  certificate,  if  he  could  prove 
"his  good  health  by  a  physician's  certificate.  On  such  a  paid-up  cer- 
tificate no  more  assessments  are  to  be  paid."  This  provision  was 
very  nice,  indeed,  but  too  dangerous  for  the  future  of  the  Union  and 
was  therefore  very  wisely  repealed  by  a  subsequent  Supreme  Con- 
vention. 

This  meeting  was  also  a  very  cordial  one  and  all  were  heartily 
satisfied  with  the  progress  of  the  Union. 

CONCERT  AND  BALL  AT  THE  FROHSINN. 

JUDGE  I.  S.  SCHÄFER  PRESENT. 

At  the  close  of  the  convention  there  was  a  great  concert  and 
ball  at  Frohsinn  Hall.  As  special  guest  of  honor  Judge  I.  S.  Schäfer, 
in  company  of  our  Union  Attorney,  Chas.  W.  Dahlinger,  attended 
the  festive  evening.  A  special  greeting  of  welcome  was  tendered 
him  by  Supreme  Secretary  L.  Thumm.  This  festive  evening  formed 
a  worthy  conclusion  of  the  convention.  The  expenses  for  this  third 
Supreme  Convention  were  $150.06. 

If  space  would  permit,  a  very  great  activity  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Union  might  be  depicted  to  the  eyes  of  the  reader.  All  the  Balti- 
more districts  held  a  great  festival  on  June  26,  at  which  the  Supreme 
Officers  were  represented,  mostly  with  their  ladies.  Rev.  A.  F. 
Sterger  and  Supreme  President  Louis  Volz  delivered  addresses. 

On  August  10,  the  Districts  of  Pittsburgh,  Allegheny  and  vicinity 
had  their  gala-day,  never  to  be  forgotten,  at  Southern  Avenue  Park, 
on  the  South  Side  hill-top.  The  attendance  was  truly  magnificent 
and  the  committees  had  a  hard  day's  work.  District  No.  120  cele- 
brated on  November  3,  its  first  anniversary  at  Homestead  Turner 
Hall,  the  house  being  over-filled.  Districts  Nos.  15  and  100,  in  Con- 
nellsville,  issued  a  call  for  a  great  agitation  festival  on  November  17, 
which  was  attended  by  a  half  a  dozen  Supreme  Officers.  What  just 
these  two  districts,  working  in  the  English  language,  have  accom- 
plished for  the  Union,  stand  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  Union. 
Brother  Chas.  Werner,  who,  with  the  aid  of  his  wife,  founded  both 
districts,  deserves  full  recognition  for  his  indefatiguable  efforts. 

In  the  year  1898  the  following  districts  were  organized:  On 
Tanuary  22,  No.  129  in  Scalplevel,  Pa.;  on  January  29,  No.  130  in 
Wilkinsburg,  Pa.;  oh  February  12,  No.  131  in  Galitzin,  Pa.;  on  Febru- 
ary 22,  No.  132  in  Wheeling,  W.  Va.;  on  February  26,  No.  133  in 
Greensburg.  Pa.;  on  February  28,  No.  134  in  Baltimore,  Md.;  on 
February  28,  No.  135  in  Allegheny,  Pa.;  on  March  30,  No.  136  in 
Allegheny,  Pa.;  on  April  11,  No.  137  in  Springfield,  Mo.;  on  May  13, 
No.  138  in  Rankin,  Pa.;  on  May  14,  No.  139  in  South  Fork,  Pa.;  on 
May  14,  No.  140  in  Cumberland,  Md.;  on  May  30,  No.  141  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.;  on  June  18,  No.  142  in  Cincinnati,  O.;  on  June  23,  No.  143  in 
Milldale,  Ky.;  on  Julv  2,  No.  144  in  Cincinnati,  O.;  on  July  25,  No. 
145  in  Willock,  Pa.;  on  August  29,  No.  146  in  Johnstown,  Pa.;  on 
September  9,  No.  147  in  Baltimore,  Md.;  on  September  7,  No.  148  in 
Paterson,  N.  J.;  on  September  10,  No.  149  in  Massillon,  O.;  on  Sep- 
tember 20,  No.  150  in  Pittsburgh;  on  October  12,  No.  151  in  Cleve- 
land, O.;  on  October  15,  No.  152  in  Hamilton,  O.;  on  October  27,  No. 
153  in  Dayton,  O.;  on  November  4,  No.  154  in  Cincinnati,  O.;  on 
November  29,  No.  139  in  West  Salsbttry,  Pa.;  on  December  5,  No.  155 
in  Columbus,  O.;  on  December  16,  No.  156  in  Cleveland,  O.;  on  De- 
cember 17,  No.  157  in  Scottdale,  Pa.;  on  December  22,  No.  158  in 
Baltimore,  Md.;  on  December  20,  No.  159  in  Cleveland,  O— altogether 
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32  districts.  This  shows  that  the  missionaries  of  the  Union  have  not 
been  dormant.  Brother  John  Free,  a  Pittsburgher,  who  took  up 
his  abode  at  Paterson,  N.  J.,  organized  No.  148  there,  the  first  dis- 
trict in  New  Jersey,  which  is  still  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Our 
New  Jersey  Circuit  stands  now  in  the  front  ranks  of  the  Union. 


In  building  up  the  Districts  in  Hamilton,  Ohio,  Brother  Otto 
Schirmer  has  deserved  signally  of  the  Union.  In  this  his  wife,  Minnie 
Schirmer,  rendered  him  faithful  aid,  as  did  likewise  the  brethren 
Karl  Wenning,  August  Buckner  and  Justus  Dumer  and  numerous 
other  members.  is  j 
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AT  LAST  A  HOME  OF  OUR  OWN. 

THE  year  1899  may  be  designated  a  lucky  year  for  the  Union, 
for  in  November  of  this  year  it  purchased  the  Columbus 
Clubhouse,  corner  Sixth  avenue  and  Cherry  alley,  for  $65,- 
000.00,  with  its  furniture  complete.  On  December  15,  1899, 
the  Management  removed  to  the  new  quarters,  and  on  De- 
cember 18  their  solemn  dedication  took  place  in  magnificent  style. 
In  the  address  of  the  Supreme  President,  he  said  in  conclusion:  "The 
dedication  of  the  Union  Building  shall  be  a  lasting  memorial  in  the 
history  of  the  Union,  and  as  far  as  the  present  officers  are  privileged 
to  take  care  of  it,  they  will  leave  nothing  undone  to  preserve  it  to 
the  Union,  and  do  their  utmost  to  vouchsafe  to  the  Union  a  position 
of  respectability  and  honor." 

The  club  rooms,  with  the  dance  hall,  were  just  fitted  for  genuine 
German  sociability.  To  bring  this  to  a  full  fruition,  a  musical 
literary  section  was  organized  at  once  among  the  members,  and  for 
a  while  everything  went  along  very  nicely,  but  financially  it  was  a 
failure,  and  the  Supreme  Officers,  as  leaders  of  the  literary  section, 
had  to  abandon  the  world  of  ideals  and  to  entrust  better  results  to 
the  future. 

The  year  1899  brought  23  new  districts  to  the  Union,  as  follows: 
January  23,  No.  160  in  Washington,  D.  C;  January  28,  No.  161  in 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.;  Februarv  21,  No.  162  in  Breckenridge,  Pa.;  March 
30,  No.  163  in  Cincinnati  ,"0.;  April  7  No.  164,  July  9  No.  165,  July 
25  No.  166,  May  31  No.  167.  July  13  No.  168,  all  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.; 
August  2,  No.  130  in  Windber,  Pa.;  August  2,  No.  169  in  Williams- 
port,  Pa.;  August  12,  No.  170  in  Johnstown,  Pa.;  August  14,  No.  171 
in  Mt.  Oliver,  Pa.;  October  1,  No.  172  in  Baltimore,  Md.;  October  1, 
No.  173  in  Connellsville,  Pa.;  September  29,  No.  174  in  East  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.;  October  17,  No.  174  in  Cincinnati,  O.;  October  21,  No. 
175  in  Monessen,  Pa.;  October  23,  No.  196  in  Union  Hill,  N.  J.;  No- 
vember 26,  No.  197  in  Alexandria,  Ind.;  November  28,  No.  178  in 
Springfield,  O.;  December  13,  No.  179  in  Spiketown,  Pa.  (Carrick 
Borough.) 
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CIRCUIT  CONVENTIONS. 
FOURTH  SUPREME  CONVENTION. 

IN  February,  1900,  the  usual  Circuit  Conventions  were  held  again,, 
as  follows:  In  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Pittsburgh,  South  Side, 
Allegheny,  Cincinnati,  Johnstown  and  Cleveland. 
The  fourth  Supreme  Session  was  opened  on  Monday- 
March  5,  in  the  new  home  of  the  Union,  Nos.  422  and  424  Sixth 
avenue  The  following  Supreme  Officers  and  Charter  Members 
were  present: 

Supreme  President,  Louis  Volz. 
Supreme  Vice  President,  G.  A.  Menzenmaier. 
Supreme  Organizer,  A.  F.  Wedemeyer. 
Supreme  Secretary,  Louis  Thumm. 
Supreme  Treasurer,  Henry  Graf. 

Supreme  Trustees:   Geo.   Kramer,   Fred   Dillemuth   and   S.  U 

Supreme  Finance  Committee:   Julius  Eicher,  Fred  Waldschmidt 
and  J.  H.  Volz. 

Supreme  Law  Committee:   G.  A.  Ende,  Geo.  Leppig  and  P.  L. 
Ba.um. 

Supreme  Physician:  Dr.  F.  Winter. 

Charter  Members:  Frank  Schilling,  H.  L.  Thumm,  E.  Sang,  Fred 
Funk  and  G.  W.  Mueller. 

A   F  Wedemeyer,  Julius  Eicher  and  J.  H.  Volz  acted  as  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials.'   This  committee  ^TLXe  SuoremelS 
representatives  were  present  and  entitled  to  attend  the  Supreme  bes 
sion.    A  hearty  welcome  was  extended   to   them   by  the  Supreme 

"^Representatives:  C  W.  Bente,  Districts  116  and  123,  Wheeling, 
W  V  L  C  Hauselmann,  District  103,  Baltimore  Md.;  Fred  Leh- 
mann District  37,  Natrona,  Pa.;  Henry  Lenzer  District  101,  Cin- 
dnSati  O.  Karl  Kempter,  District  186,  Philadelphia  Pa.;  Chas. 
Fechter  District  18,  McKeesport,  Pa.;  Chas.  A.  Schlegel  District  1, 
Pittsburgh  Pa  •  John  E.  Joos,  District  38,  Allegheny,  Pa.;  Lothar 
Pr  mbs  District' 6  South  Side,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  John  DeCumba,  Dis- 
SS?  81  Cleveland.  O;  John'c.  Ohlendorf,  District  128,  Baltimore, 
Md. 

The  following  committees  were  appointed: 

State  of  the  Union:  Chas.  A.  Schlegel,  Frank  Schilling  and  Fred 
Lehmann. 

Grievances  and  Appeals:    L.  C.  Hauselmann,  Wm.  Freese  and 
L.  Primbs.  , 
Miscellaneous  Business:     Fred  Waldschmidt,  J.  DeCumbe  and 


George  Kramer. 
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Expenses  of  the  Sessions:  Henry  Graf,  J.  C.  Ohlendorf  and  F. 
Dillerauth. 

Assistant  Secretaries:    C.  W.  Bente  and  J.  E.  Joos. 

In  his  report  to  the  Convention  the  Supreme  President  says: 
"The  worst  of  all  our  enemies  is  the  great  indifference  of  our  own 
members,  as  well  as  the  entire  German-American  element,  toward 
the  propaganda  for  our  Union.  In  spite  of  this  I  am  in  a  position  to 
report  to  you  gratifying  progress.  What  the  small  number  of  faith- 
ful co-workers  has  accomplished  is  worth  more  than  full  recogni- 
tion. That  the  task  of  the  Supreme  Management  is  a  very  difficult 
one,  is  evident  from  this,  that  they  shall  accumulate  a  large  reserve 
fund;  that  they  shall  agitate  unremittingly  for  a  large  increase  in 
membership,  but  make  no  expense,  altho'  nobody  is  found  willing  to 
work  for  glory  only. 

"Under  these  difficult  circumstances,  the  Management  attempted 
with  all  fair  means  to  find  the  golden  means;  they  therefore  ordained 
that  with  the  beginning  of  the  year  1899  with  each  application  for 
membership  $1.50  as  initiation  fee  were  to  be  sent  to  the  Supreme 
Management  in  order  to  thus  get  a  larger  fund  for  agitation  pur- 
poses. All  districts  with  the  exception  of  those  in  Baltimore,,  com- 
plied with  the  demand.  These  called  a  mass  meeting  and  the  two 
Supreme  Officers,  Volz  and  Wedemeyer,  deemed  it  necessary  to  at- 
tend this  meeting,  though  not  invited,  in  order  to  adjust  the  matter 
in  dispute  according  to  the  circumstances. 

In  spite  of  all  obstacles  standing  in  the  way  of  the  advance  of 
the  Union,  still  there  were  taken  in  during  the  past  two  years  nearly 
4,700  new  members,  and  55  new  districts  were  installed,  and  our  total 
estate  reached  the  sum  of  $232,500. 

It  is  true,  we  also  had  a  list  of  losses  to  record,  of  withdrawals 
during  the  past  two  years  we  had  1,760,  and  by  death  we  lost  72 
members  who  cost  us  death  benefits  to  the  amount  of  $34,901.68. 

According  to  the  statement  of  the  Secretary,  the  Union  at  the 
end  of  the  year  1899  had  180  districts  with  6,500  members. 

The  President  says  at  the  conclusion  of  his  report:  "We  possess 
all  preliminary  conditions  of  a  large  and  mighty  organization,  if  rea- 
son, judgment  and  wisdom  retain  the  upper  hand.  Not  a  large  num- 
ber of  deputies  can  advance  us  more  rapidly  or  institute  far-reaching 
reforms,  but  a  number  of  good  selected  men  can  only  benefit  us 
whose  heart  and  soul  and  aspirations  are  coalescing  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Union. 

"Only  our  spirit,  only  our  joint  striving  toward  our  goal  must 
inspire  all  of  us.  Respect  for  the  leaders,  esteem  and  recognition  for 
each  active  co-worker,  friendship  and  love  for  each  faithful  member 
of  the  Union,  create  sympathy  and  enthusiasm  and  contribute,  there- 
fore, immensely  toward  the  good  and  solid  existence  of  the  Union. 
Not  a  single  member  has  special  privileges  to  champion  either  for 
himself,  or  for  his  District  or  for  his  Circuit;  all  his  doing  and  striv- 
ing must  be  devoted  to  the  whole  of  the  Union;  only  in  this  way  he 
fortifies  his  personal  rights  and  privileges." 

By  resolution  of  the  Convention  the  Supreme  Management  was 
authorized  to  have  the  Union  join  the  "Fraternal  Congress." 

This  fourth  Supreme  Convention  cost  the  Union  $392.26. 

After  thanking  the  Supreme  Officers  for  their  faithful  services, 
the  Convention  adjourned. 
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TWO  SPECIAL  CONVENTIONS. 

Quite  a  number  of  changes  in  the  law  were  adopted  by  the 
fourth  Supreme  Convention,  part  of  which  w ere  received  so  un  avor- 
ably  by  the  members  that  by  petition  of  21  members  a  Special  bes 
sion  was  called  for  the  20th  and  21st  of  June,  in  order  to  make 
amends  for  the  mistakes  made  at  the  March  session.  The  petition 
read  as  follows: 

To  the  Supreme  President  of  the  German  Beneficial  Union: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother— Inasmuch  as  the  changes  in  the  laws 
made  bv  the  fourth  Supreme  Convention  do  not  meet  with  approval 
by  he  membership  of  the  Union  in  general,  the  undersigned  supreme 
members  request  the  calling  of  a  Special  Supreme  Convention  m 
order  to  reconsider  these  changes. 

L.  Thumm  F.  Winter 

Henry  Graf  G.A.Ende 

A.  F.  Wedemeyer  E.  Sang 

J.  H.  Volz  J.  E.  Joos 

L.  Primbs  A-L.  Feltz 

H  Lenzer  Chas.  A.  Schlegel 

G.'  M.  Leppig  L.  C  Hanselmann 

G.  A.  Menzenmeier  C.  W .  Bente 

J  Eicher  Charles  Fechter 

Fr  Waldschmidt  J-  C.  Ohlendorf 

William  Freese 

A  second  petition  for  the  holding  of  a  second  Special  Supreme 
Convention  whh  17  signatures  was  filed  with  the  President  at  the 
same  time  as  the  first  petition. 

On  the  strength  of  these  two  petitions  the  Supreme  Resident 
called  a  Special  Session  for  Wednesday,  June  20,  1900,  at  10  o  clock 
a.  m.,  in  the  Union  Building. 

The  same  representatives  were  present  as  at  the  fourth  Supreme 
Convention.  Objectionable  regulations  were  done  away  with.  A 
dollar  pe?  capita  tax  per  year,  payable  quarterly,  was  i^0^  a"a 
other  laws  passed  which  found  the  general  approval  of  the  members. 
It  was  an  ardent  struggle  to  bring  about  an  agreement  on  the  dif- 
ferent views  entertained  by  the  members. 

Both  Special  Sessions,  on  the  20th  and  21st  of  June,  including  an 
evening  session,  were  brought  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion. 

In  the  building  up  of  new  districts  the  year  1900  lagged  consid- 
erably behind.  Districts  Nos.  61,  70  and  92,  which  had  ceased  to 
exist  were  recalled  into  life  with  new  members  In  addition  thereto 
the  foüowing  were  newly  organized:  District  No  180,  on  Novem- 
ber 12  in  Cincinnati,  O.;  District  No.  181,  on  April  m  Dayton,  O  ; 
District  No  182  on  June  9,  in  Vandergrift  Pa  :  District  No  183 
on  Tune  19  in  Washington,  D.  C:  District  No.  184,  on  June  21,  in 
McKees  Rocks  Pa.;  District  No.  185,  on  November  13,  in  Lorain, 
0  -  District  No.  186  was  the  first  district  which  was  organized  by 
Manager  Wedemeyer  in  Toledo^.  O.-on  November  3  he  ^ ««d«  in 
quick  succession  to  build  up  Districts  Nos.  187,  188  and  189  there 
Dr  H  Schmidt  rendered  valuable  assistance,  throuh  him  the  Cour  - 
house  District  No.  188  was  formed  so-called  because  so  many  eourt- 
house  officers  became  members  No.  187  on  November  4  Na  188 
on  November  9,  and  No.  189  on  November  10,  m  Toledo,  O  ,  District 
No.  190,  on  November  18,  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  District  No.  191,  on 
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JOHN  SCHOTT 
Sekretaer  Dist.  55 
Johnsonburg,  Pa. 


F.  J.  GUTZLER 
Sekretaer  Dist.  62 
Warren,  Pa. 


December  8,  No.  192  on  December  10,  No.  193  on  December  13,  in 
Toledo,  O. 

The  progress  of  the  Union  was  such  that  the  work  of  propa- 
ganda outgrew  the  Supreme  Officers.  The  executives  looked,  there- 
fore, in  their  best  judgment  for  men  out  of  the  ranks  of  the  co- 
workers who,  as  Circuit  Deputies,  on  their  part  should  take  charge 
of  a  part  of  the  work  of  agitation. 

These  chosen  ones  were:  For  Pittsburgh,  Louis  Kramer  and 
Lothar  Primbs;  for  Allegheny,  J.  A.  Kleeb;  Ridgway,  Pa.,  Hermann 
Nauert;  Natrona,  Fred  Lehmann;  Connellsville,  Chas.  Werner; 
Johnstown,  Pa.,  Wm.  Jakobs;  Philadelphia,  Otto  Kettmann;  Cincin- 
nati, O.,  Henry  Lenzer;  Cleveland,  O.,  Ph.  L.  Baum;  Baltimore,  Md., 
L.  C.  Hanselmann;  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Karl  Brauss. 

The  machinery  of  the  Union  worked  again  in  perfect  order.  The 
results,  though  not  extraordinary,  were  satisfactory.  On  October 
16  the  Allegheny  County  Districts  held  an  annual  festival  at  the 
Union  Hall;  the  attendance  was  truly  enormous.  _  On  December  11 
there  was  another  concert  and  ball.  The  activity  of  the  literary 
section  had  an  excellent  effect  in  bringing  the  Union  favorably  before 
the  public  in  social  life. 
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THE  year  1901  saw  the  accomplishment  of  the  alteration  of 
and  addition  to  the  Union  Building.  The  one-story  hall 
in  the  rear  was  torn  down  and  built  up  again  with  three 
stories  at  an  expense  of  $16,000.00  On  July  29  the  great 
family  of  the  Union  put  in  an  appearance  for  the  dedica- 
tion. It  was  a  hot  day.  The  carriage  parade  proved  to  be  an  excel- 
lent advertisement.  The  big  music  band  had  an  extra  large  wagon, 
but  the  intense  heat  had  so  dried  up  all  the  instruments  that  for  half 
of  the  way  they  could  not  utter  a  sound,  except  the  base  drum.  The 
hall  was  over-filled  and  the  thirst  of  the  multitude  almost  unquench- 
able. The  Union  Building  gained  in  value  and  the  Union  in  prestige 
and  esteem. 

Propaganda  for  the  Union  accomplished  more  in  1901  than  in 
the  previous  year.  Four  districts  which  had  ceased  to  exist,  Nos. 
42,  65,  134  and  145,  were  recalled  into  life  with  new  members,  and 
the  following  were  newly  organized:  District  No.  194,  in  May,  in 
Baltimore,  Md.;  District  No.  195,  on  April  22,  in  Ford  City,  Pa.; 
District  No.  196,  on  May  14,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  District  No.  197,  on 
June  5,  in  Kittanning,  Pa.;  District  No.  198,  on  June  1,  in  Apollo, 
Pa.;  District  No.  199,  on  June  7,  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  District  No.  200, 
on  June  8,  in  McKeesport,  Pa. — this  district  had  existed  for  years  as 
Heiterkeit  Society,  had  a  music  band  of  40  pieces  and  a  home  of  its 
own;  today  District  No.  200  has  over  250  of  the  best  citizens  of  Mc- 
Keesport as  members — District  No.  201,  on  June  27,  and  No.  202,  on 
July  24,  in  Baltimore,  Md.;  District  No.  203,  on  September  3,  in 
Allegheny,  Pa.;  District  No.  204  on  September  10,  No.  205  on  October 
26,  No.  206  on  October  29,  in  Baltimore,  Md.;  District  No.  207,  on 
November  1,  in  Scranton,  Pa.;  District  No.  208,  in  November,  in 
Lakrone,  Pa.;  District  No.  209  on  November  16,  and  No.  210  on  No- 
vember 25,  in  Baltimore,  Md.;  District  No.  211,  on  November  6,  in 
Oakmont,  Pa.;  District  No.  212,  on  December  9,  in  Baltimore,  Md.; 
District  No.  213,  on  December  9,  in  Archbald,  Pa.;  District  No.  214, 
on  December  9,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.    Altogether  21  districts. 

THE  ASSASSINATION  OF  WILLIAM  M'KINLEY, 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

As  a  loyal  organization  composed  of  good  citizens  of  this  coun- 
try, our  Union  always  paid  due  consideration  to  patriotic  feeling. 

When,  on  the  6th  of  September,  1901,  the  horrible  news  spread 
over  the  country  that  our  beloved  President  of  the  United  States, 
Wm.  McKinley,  at  the  Buffalo  World's  Fair,  in  the  midst  of  thous- 
ands of  cheering  citizens,  had  been  shot  down  by  a  murderous  villain 
and  on  the  13th  of  September  succumbed  to  his  wounds,  deep  sor- 
row affected  the  entire  country.  In  genuine  grief  the  Supreme 
Management  of  the  Union  took  occasion,  in  the  name  of  the  entire 
membership,  to  pass  and  to  publish  the  following  resolutions  of  con- 
dolence : 
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LOUIS  KRAMER 
Ex-Supreme  Repraesentant 
Treuer  Vorfechter  des  Bundes 


HERMAN  STEIN 
Praesident  und  Deputy  Dist.  454 
Canonsburg,  Pa. 


F.  A.  EHNERT 
Sekretaer  und  Deputy  Dist.  57 
Washington,  Pa, 


E.  C.  WECKER 
Sekretaer  Dist.  241 
Du  Bois.  Pa. 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  CONDOLENCE 
Of  the  Supreme  Management  of  the  German  Beneficial  Union  on  the 
loss  of  our  President  of  the  United  States. 
WILLIAM  M'KINLEY, 

Fatally  struck  by  a  shot  from  a  revolver  in  a  murderer's  hand  on 
Friday,  September  6,  1901,  succumbed  to  his  wounds  on  Friday,  Sep- 
tember 13,  and  laid  to  rest  on  Thursday,  September  19,  1901,  at  Can- 
ton, Ohio. 

The  Management  of  the  German  Beneficial  Union  speaks  in  the 
sense  of  its  entire  membership.  A  cast-away,  a  monster  in  human 
form — his  name  be  outlawed — has  murdered  Wm.  McKinley,  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

We  deplore  with  mute  resignation  the  decree  of  the  Ruler  of 
the  Universe  that  we  had  to  lose  one  of  the  noblest  and  best  of  the 
people  by  a  murderer's  hand. 

Vainly  inquiring,  our  thoughts  get  into  the  inscrutable  and  the 
incomprehensible:  "Why  has  a  Chief  been  taken  from  us  whose  en- 
tire life  was  one  path  of  virtue,  whose  every  act  in  high  office 
was  dedicated  exclusively  to  his  people,  under  whose  wise  guidance 
our  great  country  attained  its  highest  prosperity?"  "Why  could 
there  be  a  creature  that  struck  him  down  with  a  cold-bloodedness 
devoid  of  heart  and  reason,  when  he  was  putting  into  practice  the 
most  liberal  and  amiable  feelings  for  his  people?" 

All  we  can  do  is  to  sincerely  deplore  and  lament  the  irreparable 
loss  which  our  country  has  suffered  by  the  death  of  its  so  highly 
beloved  and  esteemed  President. 

Although  the  body  of  Wm.  McKinley  has  been  taken  from  us, 
we  still  hope  that  his  spirit  will  be  preserved  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  as  an  immortal  heritage  in  order  that  our  country  in 
the  future,  too,  may  be  blessed  with  peace  and  prosperity. 

TVlay  the  widow  of  the  President  whose  untimely  death  we  mourn 
be  privileged  to  entirely  regain  her  health  so  that  she  may  for  many 
years  to  come  be  a  witness  to  the  love  and  high  esteem  the  American 
people  entertain  for  her  spouse,  whose  memory  will  be  forever 
cherished  by  all  of  us. 

For  the  Supreme  Management  of  the  German  Beneficial  Union, 

LOUIS  VOLZ. 

G.  A.  M  ENZENMAI  ER. 

LOUIS  THUMM. 
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CIRCUIT  CONVENTIONS. 
FIFTH  SUPREME  CONVENTION. 
ELECTION  OF  NEW  SUPREME  OFFICERS. 

THE  year  1902  brought  the  fifth  Supreme  Convention,  where- 
with a  period  of  ten  years  had  been  reached.  It  was  held 
on  the  3rd,  4th  and  5th  of  March  at  the  Union  Hall,  Sixth 
avenue,  Pittsburgh.  Eleven  Circuit  Conventions  preceded 
this  memorable  session  in  February,  in  the  following 
cities:  Pittsburgh,  Pittsburgh  Hill-Top,  Allegheny,  McKeesport, 
Natrona,  Johnstown,  Philadelphia,  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Toledo  and 
Baltimore.  They  elected  altogether  23  representatives  to  the  Su- 
preme Convention. 

There  were  present  at  this  Convention: 

Louis  Volz,  Supreme  President. 

G.  A.  Menzenmaier,  Supreme  Vice  President. 

L.  Thumm,  Supreme  Secretary. 

Henry  Graf,  Supreme  Treasurer. 

A.  F.  Wedemeyer,  Supreme  Manager. 

Trustees:    George  Kramer  and  G.  A.  Ende. 

Finance  Committee:  Fred  Waldschmidt,  Julius  Eicher  and  J. 
H.  Volz. 

Law  Committee:  Fred  Dülemuth,  George  Leppig  and  Ph.  L. 
Baum. 

Supreme  Physician:    Dr.  F.  Winter. 

Supreme  Members:  H.  L.  Thumm,  Ernst  Sang,  G.  W.  Mueller 
and  Fred  Funk. 

Absent:    S.  C.  Beatty,  Frank  Schilling,  Chas.  W.  Dahlinger. 

Aug.  F.  Wedemeyer,  Fred  Dillemuth  and  J.  H.  Volz  were  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  on  Credentials  and  reported  that  the  follow- 
ing representatives  were  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Convention: 

Pittsburgh:  Wm.  Freese,  Chas.  A.  Schlegel,  Joseph  Klaus, 
Lothar  Primbs,  H.  C.  Schlegel  and  Karl  Erdlen. 

Allegheny:    Wm.  Grau,  J.  C.  Kleeb  and  J.  E.  Joos. 

McKeesport:    Peter  Rustek  and  Ernst  Herklotz. 

Johnstown:    Frank  Diebolt  and  Wm.  Jakobs. 

Natrona:    Frederick  Lehmann. 

Philadelphia:    Karl  Kempter  and  Otto  Kettman. 

Cleveland:    Phillip  Voelkle. 

Cincinnati:    Henry  Lenzer. 

Toledo:    Louis  Becker. 

Baltimore:  L.  C.  Hanselmann,  J.  E.  Baumgartner,  Robt.  Strecker 
and  Christ  Daub. 
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DR.  ADOLPH  HERSKOV1TZ 
Supreme  Repraesentant 
Uniontown,  Pa. 


LOUIS  BREMLER 
Sekretaer  und  Deputy  Dist.  79 
Uniontown,  Pa. 


JOHN  KRAUS 
Supreme  Repraesentant 
Sekretaer  Dist.  52 
St.  Marys,  Pa. 


JOHN  KUPTZ, 
Sekretaer  und  Deputy  Dist.  78 
Punxsuta wney,  Pa. 


All  of  the  representatives  were  heartily  welcomed  by  the  Su- 
preme President.    The  following  appointments  were  made: 
Assistant  Secretaries:    Lothar  Primbs  and  Peter  Rutsek. 

State  of  the  Union:  Phil  Voelkle,  Robert  Strecker  and  Karl 
Kempter. 

Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances:  L.  C.  Hanselmann,  Wm. 
Grau  and  Henry  Lenzer. 

Committee  on  Miscellaneous  Business:  J.  E.  Baumgartner,  W. 
Jakobs  and  Wm.  Freese. 

Committee  on  Expenses  of  the  Session:  Henry  Graf,,  Julius 
Eicher  and  Fred  Waldschmidt. 

Law  Committee:  Fred  Dillemuth,  Phil.  L.  Baum,  Geo.  Leppig, 
Louis  Becker  and  J.  E.  Joos. 

We  quote  from  the  report  of  the  Supreme  President: 

_  "The  first  ten  years  of  the  existence  of  our  Union  have  reached 
their  end  in  this  year,  and  I  believe  the  majority  of  your  body  looks 
to  its  further  development  with  eager  expectations,  and  that  justly. 
Not  only  you,  but  thousands  of  members  are  animated  with  the 
same  feelings,  and  moreover,  the  mass  of  the  "so-called  friends  of 
the  Union,'  the  friends  who  first  gave  us  six  months,  then  a  year, 
then  two  and  three  years,,  and  finally  five  years'  time  for  dying  off, 
they  all  await  now  with  silent  resignation  the  moment  which,  accord- 
ing to  various  'false  prophets'  must  bring  the  end  under  any  circum- 
stances, the  expiration  of  the  first  ten  years. 

"My  Friends,  with  full  confidence  and  greatest  satisfaction,  I 
come  before  you  in  this  fifth  session,  with  triumphant  heart;  I  ap- 
pear before  the  public,  before  those  who  doubt  and  are  lacking  in 
faith,  the  fault-finders  and  critics  who  are  afraid  to  extend  a  helping 
hand  to  our  good  cause,  who  had  the  effrontery  to  designate  our 
fundamental  priciples  and  their  execution  as  a  filibustering  system! 
I  appear  before  them  all  to  announce  to  them  the  fact  that  our  Union 
is  fully  prepared  to  fulfill  its  promises  as  they  were  stipulated  at  the 
first  Supreme  Convention  in  the  year  1894  in  the  Constitution,  the 
payment  of  a  pro  rata  share  of  assessments  and  profits.  This  pro 
rata  share  meant  the  repayment  of  the  paid-in  assessments,  together 
with  six  per  cent  interest.  Thus  it  is  a  fact  that  our  Union  for  every 
member  in  Class  A  offers  a  welcome  savings  fund,  benefit  fund  and 
free  life  insurance,  and  that  on  a  basis  which  could  hardly  be  im- 
proved upon. 

"After  the  repeal  of  the  well-meant,  but  unpopular  changes  in 
the  Constitution,  made  in  1900,  the  work  of  the  Union  got  fairly 
under  way  again,  and  a  pleasant  increase  in  new  members  was  to  be 
recorded.  The  total  number  in  January,  1902,  was  8,543  members. 
The  report  of  the  Supreme  Secretary  shows  that  we  have  interest- 
bearing  property  of  $288.320.28,  also  property  and  outstanding  assets 
bearing  no  interest  to  the  amount  of  102,920.64,  together,  therefore, 
a  total  valuation  of  $391,240.92. 

"In  order  to  make  the  existence  of  the  Union  at  the  end  of  10 
years  imperturbable  beyond  all  doubt,  the  Finance  Committee  in  Oc- 
tober of  the  preceeding  year  undertook  a  revision  of  the  entire  book- 
keeping of  the  Secretary  and  the  Treasurer,  and  this  revision  clearly 
proved  that  the  business  of  the  Union  was  managed  in  a  strictly 
correct  manner. 

"How  great  an  interest  is  extended  to  the  Union  through  the 
Supreme  Representatives,  is  shown  by  the  mass  of  proposals  and 
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recommendations  for  which  they  contend  honestly  and  eagerly. 
Most  of  these  propositions  favor  greater  privileges  and  advantages 
for  the  members,  and  if  possible  smaller  monthly  payments.  As  to 
how  such  demands  are  to  be  carried  out  in  the  long  run  without 
endangering  the  existence  of  the  Union,  no  proposals  are  submitted. 
In  all  these  demands  to  find  the  practical  golden  means,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  both  sides,  is  always  left  to  a  calculating,  cold-blooded 
minority,  and  in  this  Convention,  too,  reason  predominated. 

"It  may  be  stated  right  here  that  the  sun  did  not  always  shine 
unclouded  in  the  sky  of  the  Union.  Many  unfriendly,  even  malicious 
differences  of  opinions,  made  themselves  felt  in  the  very  inner  circle 
of  the  management  and  acted  as  a  hindrance  to  the  good  progress 
of  the  Union.  But  a  good  spirit  ruled  over  the  society  and  the  good 
ever  prevailed,  even  when  the  bad  was  intended. 

"Furthermore,  revolutionary  spirits  appeared  in  the  outer  Cir- 
cuits, which  had  to  be  resisted  and  always  got  the  worst  of  it. 

"A  member  of  the  Cincinnati  Circuit,  by  the  name  of  S.  L.  Hilf, 
published  in  1889  a  circular  and  sent  it  to  many  districts  of  which  he 
could  obtain  the  address.  In  this  circular  he  formulated  a  totally  false 
calculation  about  the  Union  and  said  among  other  things  that  the  U 
thieves  of  Pittsburgh,  under  the  guidance  of  their  robber-chief,  the 
lawyer,  were  plotting  to  rob  the  members  of  the  Union. 

"In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  extra  Supreme  Convention 
of  1900,  suit  was  brought  against  the  unprincipled  wretch.  Over  two 
vears  this  suit  was  dragged  along  in  the  Cincinnati  court  and  finally 
dropped.  The  fellow  had  accomplished  nothing  but  retarding  some- 
what, especially  in  Cincinnati,  the  victorious  career  of  the  Union. 

This  fifth  Supreme  Convention  was  preceded  by  a  tremendous 
agitation  for  a  new  filling  of  the  offices.  For,  after  the  Union  had 
a  splendid  existence  for  ten  years  and  had  occumulated  a  handsome 
reserve  fund,  oue  could  risk  to  accept  an  office.  In  great  suspense 
the  Convention,  on  its  third  day,  proceeded  to  the  nomination  and 
election  of  officers. 

Brother  Fred  Funk  and  Brother  Howard  Thnmm  acted  as  Elec- 
tion Committee.    The  result  was  as  follows: 

The  following  were  elected  by  acclamation: 

Louis  Volz,  Supreme  President. 

G.  A.  Menzenmaier,  Supreme  Vice  President. 

Louis  Thumm,  Supreme  Secretary. 

Aug.  F.  Wedemeyer,  Supreme  Manager. 

G.  A.  Ende  and  Henry  Graf  were  nominated  for  Treasurer.  G. 
A.  Ende  was  elected  with  26  votes. 

For  Supreme  Trustees,  Tos.  Klaus,  George  M.  Leppig,  George 
Kramer,  J.  H.  Volz  and  F.  Waldschmidt  were  nominated.  The  first 
four  named  were  elected. 

For  the  Supreme  Finance  Committee,  J.  E.  Joos  and  Chas.  A. 
Schlegel  were  elected  by  acclamation. 

For  the  Supreme  Law  Committee,  H.  C.  Schlegel,  L.  C.  Hansel- 
mann and  Karl  Kempter  were  elected  by  acclamation. 

Supreme  Guide,  Peter  Rutsek. 

Supreme  Sentinel,  Ernst  Herklotz. 

Supreme  Physician,  Dr.  F.  Winter. 

Supreme  Attorney,  Chas.  W.  Dahlinger. 

All  elected  by  accalamation  for  four  years. 
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ADAM  SCHUELER 
Praesident  Dist.  45 
Altoona,  Pa. 


LEONHARD  GIEG 
Supreme  Repraesentant 
AHoona,  Pa. 


FRITZ  GRIMM 
Sekretaer  Dist.  45 
Altoona,  Pa. 


HEINRICH  SABATHNE 
Schatzmeister  Dist.  45 
Altoona,  Pa. 


As  it  appears,  Henry  Graf,  who  for  ten  years  filled  the  office 
of  Treasurer  in  an  exceedingly  able  manner,  and  who  also  was  in- 
defatigably  and  successfully  active  in  the  building  up  of  the  Union, 
was  dropped;  likewise  Fred  Waldschmidt  as  Supreme  Trustee.  Per- 
sonal antipathy  was  the  cause. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Supreme  Conventions  were  held  in  the  month  of 
March  and  the  weather  in  this  month  made  the  sessions  cheerless, 
Karl  Kempter  made  the  motion  to  hold  these  Conventions  hence- 
forth on  the  second  Monday  of  the  month  of  May.  Unanimously 
adopted. 

The  expenses  of  this  fifth  Supreme  Convention,  lasting  three 
days,  were  $662,10.  Before  adjournment  the  President  announced 
that  the  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  Districts  had  arranged  for  the 
evening  a  fine  festival  in  the  Union  Hall  in  honor  of  the  representa- 
tives and  that  all,  without  exception,  were  cordially  invited  to  at- 
tend the  same. 

In  the  evening  nearly  all  representatives  put  in  an  appearance, 
and  the  Hall  was  filled  till  there  was  not  a  seat  vacant.  The  concert 
numbers  met  with  loud  applause.  Supreme  President  Louis  Volz  de- 
livered the  festival  address,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  he  was  pre- 
sented, in  the  name  of  the  members  of  the  Supreme  Convention,  with 
a  splendid  silver  tea  service  in  recognition  of  his  services.  It  was 
a  true  feast  of  fraternization,  the  whole  company  seemed  to  be  as 
of  one  heart  and  one  soul.  Even  for  the  next  two  days  some  en- 
thusiasts could  not  get  over  the  festival. 

BEGINNING  OF  PAYMENT  OF  TEN-YEAR 
CERTIFICATES. 

After  the  fifth  Supreme  Convention  a  new  and  important  period 
for  the  Union  took  its  beginning.  The  payment  of  the  ten-year  cer- 
tificates, which  was  doubted  by  so  many,  the  repayment  of  the  ten- 
years'  assessments  with  six  per  cent  interest,  began  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  all  judicious  members,  and  has  held  good  to  this  day.  The 
collapse  prophesied  by  the  enemies  of  German  enterprises  did  not 
occur;  on  the  contrary,  the  Union  increased  constantly  in  memper- 
ship.  Wherever  districts  came  into  existence,  an  eager  activity,  with 
but  few  exceptions,  was  developed.  With  the  year  1903  we  were 
spread  over  eleven  states,  and  especially  Baltimore  and  Cleveland 
had  worked  splendidly. 

With  the  beginning  of  the  payment  of  certificates  that  had  be- 
come due,  unfortunately  a  number  of  members  came  forward  who 
laid  claim  to  the  payment  of  the  full  sum  of  their  insurance,  and  it 
required  all  the  eloquence  of  the  officers  to  convince  the  malcontents 
that  the  Union  could  not  make  possible  the  impossible,  unless  they 
be  agreed  to  break  up  the  Union.  The  Management  met  with  judg- 
ment and  reason  in  all  cases  except  in  eight  particular  ones,  and 
settled  all  those  claims  in  friendship. 

The  discontented  ones  who  would  not  listen  to  reason,  who 
were  willing  to  sacrifice  the  existence  of  the  Union  to  their  avarice 
and  their  personal  advantage,  who  resorted  to  court  to  enforce  their 
infamous  claims,  let  their  names  be  published  in  this  history  of  the 
Union,  but  not  in  their  honor.  These  noble  fraternalists  were  the 
five  brothers  and  sisters  Meyer  of  Hazelwood,  two  brothers  Hays, 
commission  merchants,  and  Michael  Frey,  a  "saloon  keeper."  These 
persons  were  in  good  circumstances,  and  with  them  not  reason,  but 
only  the  pocket-book  played  a  prominent  part. 
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The  first  seven  protesters  were  members  of  the  English  District 
No.  4,  which  had  been  called  into  existence  by  Brother  Julius  Eicher, 
Charter  Member  and  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  who  with- 
drew after  the  fifth  Supreme  Convention,  prophesying  the  early  col- 
lapse of  the  Union. 

The  suit  of  the  brothers  and  sisters  Meyer  was  decided  in  favor 
of  the  Union,  whereupon  also  one  of  the  Hays  brothers  accepted  the 
amount  coming  to  him.  Dennis  Hays  sued  later,  and  the  court  de- 
cided in  favor  of  the  Union.  Hays  appealed  to  the  upper  court,  and 
this  "most  wise  Solomon,"  after  a  lapse  of  two  years  decided  in 
favor  of  the  plaintiff.  On  the  advice  of  the  Union  Attorney,  Chas. 
W.  Dahlinger,  the  management  paid  the  claim  as  determined  by  the 
high  court  of  justice,  likewise  that  of  the  "noble  German,"  Michael 
Frey.  If  by  the  Pennsylvania  High  Court  in  their  decisions  never  a 
mistake  was  made — it  was  done  in  this  case. 

The  bitter  and  spiteful  "after-pains"  following  the  fifth  Conven- 
tion in  the  inner  circle  of  the  Management  we  will  not  record  here. 
Only  this  much  be  said,  the  Management  had  a  great  disturbance  on 
hand  but  came  out  victorious  for  the  benefit  of  the  Union. 

As  the  chain  of  intriques  and  calumnies  plays  an  important  part 
in  a  novel,  we  had — and  still  have  today — the  like  to  record  in  our 
Union. 

In  spite  of  all  these  unpleasant  dissensions,  as  the  result  of 
wounded  ambition,  our  Union  did  not  suffer  any  injury  on  the  out- 
side. Its  unadulterated,  safe  and  sound  system  kept  on  progressing. 
The  result  of  the  propaganda  in  1902  was  22  new  districts,  as  fol- 
lows: District  No.  215,  in  Elwood  Place,  O.;  District  No.  216,  in 
March,  in  Lower  St  Clair  Township,  Pa.;  No.  217,  on  February  7, 
on  the  South  Side.  Pittsburgh;  No.  218,  on  February  24,  in  Balti- 
more Md  ;  No.  219,  on  February  28,  in  Millvale,  Pa.;  No.  220,  on 
March  3,  in  Winburn,  Pa.;  No.  221,  on  April  22,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.; 
No.  222,  on  May  5,  in  Cincinnati,  O.;  No.  223,  on  May  12,  in  Dayton, 
O  •  Nos  224  and  225  organized  and  ceased  to  exist;  No.  226,  on  June 
30,'  in  Butler,  Pa.;  No.  227,  on  Tulv  14.  in  Reading,  Pa.;  No.  228,  on 
August  14,  in  Homestead, N.  T.;  No.  229,  in  August,  in  Cleveland,  O.; 
No  230,  in  August,  in  New  Castle,  Pa.;  No.  231,,  on  September  6,  in 
Highlandtown.  Md.;  No.  232,  on  September  18,  in  New  Castle,  Pa.; 
Nos  233  and  234  organized,  but  ceased  to  exist;  No.  235,  on  Novem- 
ber 14.  in  Meadville,  Pa.;  No.  236,  on  September  6,  in  Youngs- 
town,  O. 
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KARL  KUNY 
Vizepraesident  Dist.  45 
Altoona,  Pa. 


ROBERT  SCHROEDER 
Deputy  Dist.  45 
Altoona,  Pa. 
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HYRONIMUS  HIRT 
Trustee  Dist.  45 
Altoona,  Pa. 


CONRAD  KUMPF 

Langjaehriger  Sekretaer  Dist.  45 
Gestorben  om  14.  Oct.  1916 
Altoona,  Pa. 
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THE  FIRST  CASE  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  SUPREME 
MANAGEMENT. 

IN  the  year  1903  the  word  was  given  out  to  make  a  general  ad- 
vance for  the  winning  of  new  members.  The  forming  of  new 
districts  went  on  at  a  good  pace,  but  most  of  them  were  called 
into  existence  with  but  a  small  membership.  The  rallying-cry 
now  was:  "At  least  100  members  for  each  district."  Our  Union 
cities,  as  Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Baltimore,  St.  Louis,  Philadelphia, 
as  well  as  some  Circuits,  responded  nobly  and  with  good  success, 
that  is,  according  to  our  modest  conception.  Since  the  existence  of 
our  Union  we  had  to  record  each  year  an  increase  in  capital  and 
membership. 

To  our  sorrow,  Death  invaded  this  year  the  domain  of  our  Su- 
preme Management  and  took  away  from  us  a  faithful  and  sincere 
co-worker  whose  services,  for  many  years  to  come,  we  very  much 
needed. 

FREDERICK  DILLEMUTH, 

Supreme  Trustee,  died  on  July  23,  1903.  His  outspoken  expression 
of  opinion  on  right  and  wrong  was  often  sadly  missed  after  his  de- 
cease.   A  fitting  tribute  was  devoted  to  his  memory. 

 o  

New  Districts  in  the  year  1903:  No.  237,  on  January  24,  in 
Cleveland,  O.:  No.  238,  on  January  26,  in  Meadville,  Pa.;  No.  239,  on 
February  19,  in  Pittsburgh;  No.  240,  on  March  25,  in  Wilmerding, 
Pa.;  No.  241,  on  April  1,  in  DuBois,  Pa.;  No.  242,  on  June  26,,  in 
Allegheny,  Pa.;  No.  243,  in  August,  in  Cleveland,  O.;  No.  244,  ceased 
to  exist;  No.  245,  on  August  13,  in  Philadelphia;  No.  246,  on  August 
26,  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  No.  247,  on  September  4,  in  Hamilton,  O.;  No. 
248,  on  December  17,  in  Erie,  Pa.;  No.  249,  on  November  12,  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.;  No.  250,  on  November  14,  in  Streator,  111.;  No.  251,  on 
December  3,  in  Pittsburgh;  No.  252,  on  December  5,  in  Alton,  111. 

Why  did  so  many  districts  cease  to  exist  shortly  after  their 
establishment?  Simply  because  the  Union  did  not  have  enough  in- 
structors to  elucidate  to  the  new  membership  the  value  of  the  Union. 
The  new  districts  were  left  to  themselves.  The  ignorance  of  the 
officers  and  the  wavering  of  the  members  caused  so  many  districts 
to  break  up.  The  opposition  of  German  societies  and  organizations 
may  also  be  mentioned  here,  ingloriously. 
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CIRCUIT  CONVENTIONS. 
SIXTH  SUPREME  CONVENTION. 
THE  SECOND  CASE  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  SUPREME 
MANAGEMENT. 

N  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  May  9,  10  and  11,  1904, 
m  the  sixth  Supreme  Convention  was  held  at  the  Union  Hall, 

I  I  §§  Nos.  422  and  424  Sixth  avenue.  There  were  present  repre- 
^LJF     sentatives  from 

Pittsburgh:    L.  Gartner,  M.  Schlotbom,  C.  Erdlen,  John 
Bercher,  John  Bass  and  Wm.  Schlegel. 

Allegheny:    J.  A.  Kleeb,  John  Knobel  and  C.  Dollhopf. 
McKeesport:    Jos.  Tippmann,  Chas.  Heider  and  W.  Warntges. 
Natrona:    Joseph  Meyer. 
Erie:    Christ  Gebhardt. 

Philadelphia:    Hermann  Maier  and  Karl  Kempter. 
Johnstown:     Leonhard  Gieg  and  Frank  Nather. 
Cleveland:    M.  Weinberger,  D.  Dedinsky  and  Wm.  Stief. 
Cincinnati:    Henry  Lenzer. 
St.  Louis:    Karl  Brauss. 

Baltimore:  R.  Strecker,  C.  Mail,  J.  E.  Baumgartner,  Jas.  Hoch- 
rein, R.  Frankl,  Wm.  Hannemann. 

The  following  Supreme  Officers  were  present: 
Jouis  Volz,  Supreme  President. 
G   A.  Menzenmaier,  Supreme  Vice  President. 
Louis  Thumm,  Supreme  Secretary. 

G.  A.  Ende,  Supreme  Treasurer. 

A.  F.  Wedemeyer,  Supreme  Manager. 

Geo.  Kramer,  G.  M.  Leppig,  Jos.  Klaus,  Fred  Funk,  Supreme 
Trustees. 

Chas.  A.  Schlegel,  J.  E.  Joos,  Supreme  Finance  Committee. 

H.  C.  Schlegel,  L.  C.  Hanselmann,  Karl  Kempter,  Supreme  Law 
Committee. 

F.  W.  Winter,  Supreme  Physician. 
Peter  Rutsek,  Supreme  Guide. 
Ernst  Herklotz,  Supreme  Sentinel. 

The  Charter  Members,  S.  C.  Beatty,  Frank  Schilling,  H.  Graf, 
Jul.  Eicher  and  Chas.  W.  Dahlinger  were  absent. 

A.  F.  Wedemeyer,  Joseph  Klaus  and  Chas.  A.  Schlegel  served 
as  a  Committee  on  Credentials. 

The  Supreme  President  extended  a  cordial  welcome  to  the  rep- 
resentatives. 
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Brothers  C.  Dollhopf  and  Wm.  Hannemann  served  as  Assist- 
aat Secretaries. 

COMMITTEE  APPOINTMENTS. 

State  of  the  Union:    L.  Gieg,  Jos.  Tippmann  and  D.  Dedinsky. 
Appeals   and   Grievances:     Max  Schlotbom,   C.   Brauss  and  J. 
Bercher. 

Miscellaneous  Business:  J.  E.  Baumgartner,  Carl  Erdlen  and 
H.  Lenzer. 

Expenses  of  the  Session:  R.  F.  Strecker,  Jos.  Meyer,  M.  Wein- 
berger. 

Assistant  Law  Committee:    Geo.  M.  Leppig  and  J.  E.  Joos. 
The  work  of  the  Convention  proceeded  at  a  good  pace  and  with- 
out disturbance. 

The  reports  of  the  Management,  investigated  and  adopted  by  the 
Convention,  showed  with  the  end  of  1903  a  membership  of  10,311. 
The  financial  status  was  apportioned  as  follows:  In  Class  A,  the  sum 
of  $178,502.00  paid  for  sick  and  death  benefits;  in  Class  B,  the  sum 
of  $131,693.00;  together,  $310,195.00.    Total  assets,  $473,000.00. 

Among  the  various  changes  in  the  laws,  the  most  important  was 
the  raising  of  the  assessment  rates  and  the  adoption  of  an  insurance 
of  $250.00  in  Class  B.  The  result  of  this  raising  was  a  momentary 
stoppage  in  the  admission  of  new  members  in  this  class,  for  the  gen- 
eral public  was,  and  is  today,  still  of  the  opinion,  presumably  "be- 
cause God  created  the  world  out  of  nothing,"  that  fraternal  organiza- 
tions can  pay  out  $1,000  for  $100  paid  in. 

From  the  report  of  this  Convention  it  appears  that  the  value  of 
the  Union  Building  stands  recorded  at  $200,000  in  the  _  financial  re- 
port, because  the  Management  of  the  Union  was  convinced  by  the 
city  assessor,  that  the  value  of  the  building  had  risen  to  this  figure. 

In  proof  of  the  watchfulness,  but  also  of  the  rash  judgment  of 
certain  districts  of  the  Pittsburgh  Circuit,  be  it  noted  here  that  im- 
mediately after  the  purchase  of  the  Union  Building  in  the  heart  of 
the  city  for  $65,000.00,  the  news  spread  like  wild-fire  that  the  Man- 
agement had  bought  for  $65,000.00  on  old  brick-box  which  was  not 
worth  $25,000.00.  A  certain  District  even  appointed  a  committee  to 
go  to  the  courthouse  and  ascertain  whether  the  title  was  recorded  in 
the  name  of  the  German  Beneficial  Union  or  of  the  members  com- 
posing the  Management.  These  brethren  are  entitled^  even  to  this 
day  to  hearty  thanks  for  the  extraordinary  interest  which  they  took 
in  the  Union.    A  pleasant  disillusionment  was  their  reward. 

Grim  Death  unfortunately  paid  another  visit  to  the  Supreme 
Management  and  took  away  from  us 

JOHN  HENRY  VOLZ, 

Supreme  Trustee,  on  January  26,  1904.  The  deceased  was  a  faithful 
co-worker  for  the  Union,  whose  services  for  many  years  to  come 
were  needed  and  greatly  missed.  He  was  a  brother  of  the  Supreme 
President. 

Honorary  resolutions  were  passed  by  the  Supreme  Convention 
for  Fred  Dillemuth  and  J.  H.  Volz. 

The  Sixth  Supreme  Convention  was  also  concluded  in  a  har- 
monious manner.    Its  expenses  were  $819.70. 

The  Union  machine  was  now  again  in  full  working  order.  Great 
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efforts  were  made  to  enlist  new  members,  with  good  success  in  a 
number  of  Circuits.  The  result  was  27  new  districts  till  the  end  of 
1904. 

District  No.  253  was  installed,  but  collapsed;  No.  254,  on  March 
16,  in  Charleroi,  Pa.;  No.  255,  on  March  23,  in  Reserve  Township, 
Pa  ;  No.  256,  on  April  5,  in  Leetsdale,  Pa.;  No.  257,  on  May  5,  in 
Willcock  Pa.;  No.  258,  on  May  17,  in  Cleveland,,  O.;  No.  259,  on 
June  1,  in  Cleveland,  O.;  No.  260,  on  June  19,  in  Donora,  Pa.;  No. 
261  on  July  15,  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  No.  262,  no  report;  No.  263,  on 
July  18,  in  Smithton,  Pa.;  No.  264,  on  July  30,  in  Fair  Haven,  Pa  ; 
No.  265,  on  August  1,  in  Roscoe,  Pa.;  No.  266,  on  August  19,  in  Will- 
ock,  Pa.;  No.  267,  on  September  2,  in  Cleveland,  O.;  No.  268,  on 
August  25,  in  Cleveland,  O.;  No.  269,  on  September  15r  in  Latrobe, 
Pa  ■  No.  270,  on  October  2,  in  Morgantown,  W.  Va.;  No.  271,  oa 
October  20,  in  Lancaster,  Pa.;  No.  272,  on  October  7,  in  Cleveland, 
O.;  No.  273,  on  October  16,  in  Columbus,  O.;  Nos.  274  and  275,  no 
record;  No.  276,  on  December  6,  in  Detroit,  Mich.;  No.  277,  on 
November  21,  in  Staunton,  111.;  No.  278,  on  December  4,  in  Columbus, 
O  ;  No  279,  on  December  13,  in  Detroit,  Mich.  Total  membership 
at  end  of  1904,  11,569;  total  property  at  end  of  1904,  $515,576.64. 


CHAS.  W.  BUCHELE  CHRIST.  HENZLER 

Spezial  Deputy  fuer  Toledo  Distrikte  Supreme  Repraesentant 

Toledo,  Ohio  Deputy  Dist.  312 

Toledo,  Ohio 


BATLIN  SCHNEIDER 
Deputy  Dist.  192 
Toledo,  Ohio 


THEOBALD  THEOBALD 
Deputy  Dist.  186 
Toledo,  Ohio 
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THE  following  25  new  districts  were  organized  in  1905:  Dis- 
trict No.  280,  on  February  1,  in  Canonsburg,  Pa.;  No.  281, 
on  March  26,  in  Greensburg,  Pa.;  No.  282,  on  April  12,  in 
Alliance,  O.;  No.  283,  on  April  23,  in  Clinton,  Ind.;  No. 
284,  on  April  25,  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  No.  285,  on  May  14,  in 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.;  No.  286,  on  May  4,  in  Cleveland,  O.;  No.  287,  on 
May  23,  in  Massillon,  O. ;  No.  288,  on  June  4,  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.; 
No.  289,  on  June  3,  in  Windber,  Pa.;  No.  290',  on  June  4,  in  Daisy- 
town,  Pa.;  No.  291,  on  June  18,  in  Summer  Hill,  Pa.;  No.  292,  on 
June  16,  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.;  No.  293,  on  July  7,  in  Akron,  O.;  No, 
294,  on  August  6,  in  Dillonvale,  Pa.;  No.  295,  on  August  8,  in  Waynes- 
burg,  W.  Va.;  No.  296.  on  August  21,  in  Jefferson  City,  Mo.;  No.  297, 
on  August  26,  in  Pittsburgh;  No.  298,  on  September  16,  in  Allentown, 
Pa.;  No.  299,  in  September,  in  Steubenville,  O.;  No.  300,  on  October 
9,  in  Hays  Borough,  Pa.;  No.  301,  on  October  12,  in  Cincinnati,  O.; 
No.  302,  on  November  5,  in  Fairmount,  W.  Va.;  No.  303,  on  Novem- 
ber 10,  in  Pittsburgh;  No.  304,  on  November  14,  in  Allegheny,  Pa.; 
No.  305,  on  November  29,  in  Dayton,  O. 

Unfortunately  in  1905  eighteen  districts  had  to  be  suspended.  It 
seems  to  be  a  law  of  nature  that  not  all  apples  on  a  tree  become 
ripe,  and  likewise  not  all  districts  become  fully  developed.  In  the- 
eagerness  to  accomplish  something,  occasionally  false  material  is 
encountered. 

 o  

As  special  propaganda  festivals  in  1905  may  be  mentioned:  The 
great  May  festival  of  the  United  Districts  of  St.  Louis. 

Also,  the  Schiller  festival  of  the  United  Districts  of  Cleveland, 
on  May  14. 

The  Pittsburgh  Circuit,  under  the  guidance  of  the  Supreme  Of- 
ficers, arranged  for  the  23rd  of  July,  a  grand  excursion  to  Detroit, 
where  by  the  two  districts  existing  there  a  great  festival  was  given 
at  Workingmen's  Hall.  The  attendance  was  imposing,  but  the  suc- 
cess for  Detroit  fell  short  of  the  expectations. 

On  September  3  and  4,  the  Cleveland  Circuit  gave  a  magnifi- 
cently executed  harvest  and  vintage  festival.  The  parade,  preceeding 
the  festival,  with  decorated  wagons,  carriages,  horsemen  in  old- 
German  costumes  and  men  in  rank  and  file,  on  a  Sunday  afternoon, 
constituted  a  propaganda  of  a  unique  kind. 

The  Cincinnati  Districts  on  July  23  gave  a  successful  propaganda 
festival  to  make  the  German  element  of  Cincinnati  take  a  lively  in- 
terest in  the  Union. 

 o  

In  1905  the  Union  lost  another  faithful  and  indefatiguable  co- 
worker, Supreme  Representative  and  Circuit  Deputy  Brother 

JOHN  A.  KLEEB, 

of  Allegheny.  He  died  on  April  13.  By  his  decease  the  Allegheny 
Circuit  lost  its  most  active  supporter. 

As  there  was  to  be  another  Supreme  Convention  in  1906,  the 
Supreme  Management  decided  to  have  a  revision  of  the  business  of 
the  Union  made  by  an  expert  accountant  so  that  no  doubt  might 
arise  about  the  correctness  of  the  investigations  of  the  Auditing 
Committee. 
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CIRCUIT  CONVENTIONS. 
SEVENTH  BIENNIAL  SUPREME  CONVENTION. 
ELECTION  OF  SUPREME  OFFICERS. 
NEW  ASSESSMENT  RATE  IN  CLASS  B. 

THE  seventh  biennial  Supreme  Convention  was  called  to  order 
by  the  Supreme  President  on  Monday,  May  14,  1906,  at  10 
a.  m„  at  the  Union  Hall,  422  and  424  Sixth  avenue.  Those 
present  were: 

Louis  Volz,  Supreme  President. 
G.  A.  Menzenmaier,  Supreme  Vice  President. 
Louis  Thumm,  Supreme  Secretary. 

G.  A.  Ende,  Supreme  Treasurer. 

A.  F.  Wedemeyer,  Supreme  Manager. 

Geo.  Kramer,  G.  W.  Leppig,  Joseph  Klaus,  Fred  Funk,  Su- 
preme Trustees. 

Chas.  A.  Schlegel  and  J.  E.  Joos,  Finance  Committee. 

H.  C.  Schlegel,  L.  C.  Hanselmann,  Karl  Kempter,  Law  Com- 
mittee. 

Peter  Rutsek,  Supreme  Marshall. 
Ernst  Herklotz,  Supreme  Sentinel. 

Frank  Schilling,   H.   C.  Thumm  and   Dr.   F.  Winter,  Supreme 

Members. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  that  the  following  rep- 
resentatives were  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Convention: 

Dr.  M.  Schlotbom  Adam  Kopp 

Adolf  Kniess  A.  Richwein 

C.  W.  Bente  C.  Daub 

John  Bercher  R.  Frankl 

Albert  Aulbach  G.  Mattes 

Louis  Volz,  Jr.  William  Hannemann 

J.  F.  Berberich  Fred  Jung 

Conrad  Dollhopf  John  Lechner 

J.  Strompel  Max  Abel 

Charles  Herder  W.  Becker 

G.  A.  Ende  J.  D.  Schonrock 

William  Bleuel  Charles  Fickert 

Leonhard  Gieg  Michael  Manny 

Joseph  Meyer  Paul  Max 

Joseph  Tippmann  Henry  Lenzer 

Mathew  Koch  M.Weinberger 

George  Leppig  Karl  Brauss 

John  Kuptz  Karl  Wurzer 

J.F.Schneider  Karl  Kempter 
All  of  these  brethren  were  welcomed  by  the  Supreme  President. 
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The  following  acted  as  committees: 

State  of  the  Union:    Chas.  Fickert,  Paul  Max,  John  Schneider. 
Appeals  and  Grievances:    Wm.  Hannemann,  Win.  Becker,  Frank 
Schilling. 

Miscellaneous  Business:  John  Berberich,  John  Kuptz,  Chas. 
Heider. 

Expenses  of  the  Session:  George  Lippert,  John  Bercher,  John 
Lechner. 

Assistant  Law  Committee:    C.  W.  Bente,  G.  M.  Leppig. 

Through  underhanded  preliminary  work  and  winning  a  few 
prominent  representatives,  the  motion  was  passed  to  employ  a 
stenographer  for  this  Convention,  and  as  this  was  a  previously  ar- 
ranged matter,  the  wife  of  Organizer  Walter  Fischer  was  selected,  at 
a  compensation  of  $5.00  per  day.  Unfortunately  the  Convention  was 
to  learn  very  soon  that  the  stenographic  report  of  the  proceedings 
could  not  be  deciphered,  and  it  was  left  to  the  good  memory  to  the 
Supreme  Secretary  and  the  two  Assistant  Secretaries  to  elaborate  it. 

Concerning  the  somewhat  revolutionary,  altogether  groundless 
commotion  during  the  past  two  years,  1904  and  1905,  the  Supreme 
President  says  in  his  report  to  the  Convention: 

"Changes  in  the  laws  always  cause  a  certain  confusion  among 
the  members,  because  they  do  not  comprehend  their  true  meaning, 
of  which  innumerable  inquiries  and  protests  testify.  Many  prognos- 
ticated the  ruin  of  the  Union,  others  surmised  that  Class  A,  too, 
would  now  come  with  increased  assessments;  our  Deputies  and  Or- 
anizers  were  scared  by  the  increased  assessment  rate  in  Class  B; 
even  Baltimore,  where  the  largest  percentage  of  death  benefit  funds 
have  been  going  till  now,  became  rebellious  on  account  of  the  new 
laws,  in  consequence  of  which  one  of  the  largest  Districts,  No.  172, 
seceded  from  the  Union. 

"But  these  storms  also,  caused  by  certain  mischief-makers,  were 
calmed,  and  it  is  surely  owing  to  the  prudent  management  of  affairs 
that  the  Union,  steadily  pursuing  its  aim,  again  pushed  forward.  Our 
declaration  of  principles,  which  should  be  heartily  endorsed  by  every 
cultured  German-American,  in  connection  with  the  humane  endeavors 
of  mutual  aid  in  case  of  need  or  distress,  forms  a  basis  on  which 
ultimately  the  entire  German-American  element  will  meet,  if  it  wants 
to  attain  a  position  of  universal  esteem  and  respect." 

As  already  mentioned,  the  Management  of  the  Union  decided  to 
engage  an  expert  for  the  investigation  of  the  entire  business  of  the 
Union  from  1892  on;  for  this  task  Wm.  H.  Normecut,  Auditor  and 
Accountant,  was  secured. 

His  report  reads  as  follows: 

TESTIMONIAL  OF  EXPERT  ACCOUNTANT. 

PITTSBURGH,  Pa.,  May  7th,  1906. 
Executive  Committee,  G.  B.  U.: 

Gentlemen — Having  completed  the  audit  of  your  Union  for  the 
period  of  thirteen  and  one-half  years  to  December  31,  1905,  and  hav- 
ing handed  you  a  statement  of  the  same,  duly  sworn  to,  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  congratulating  your  Officers  on  the  way  they  have 
managed  the  affairs  of  your  Union,  also  on  the  healthy  condition  of 
the  same.  Yours  truly, 

WM.  H.  NORMECUT,  Auditor  and  Accountant. 
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The  report  of  the  auditor  was  received  with  great  satisfaction 
bv  all  present. 

With  a  membership  of  12,586,  distributed  among  228  Districts, 
the  Union  entered  its  fifteenth  year. 

Of  the  many  changes  in  the  laws,  the  most  important  was  prob- 
ably the  change  in  the  assessment  rates  of  Class  B,  as  they  exist  to 
this  day. 

 o  ■ 

The  German-American  statesman,  Carl  Schurz,  who  had  recently 
died,  was  remembered  in  the  following: 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  CONDOLENCE. 

The  officers  and  representatives  of  the  German  Beneficial  Union, 
assembled  in  the  seventh  Supreme  Convention  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
deeply  moved  by  the  news  of  the  decease  of  one  of  our  best  and 
noblest  German  men,  our  fellow-citizen  and  eminent  statesman, 

CARL  SCHURZ, 
who  died  on  May  14,  1906,  have  adopted  the  following  resolutions: 

The  German  Beneficial  Union,  as  a  great  humanitarian  German- 
American  association,  deplores  in  the  demise  of  Carl  Schurz  the  loss 
of  one  of  the  most  meritorious  patriots  of  this  country. 

His  whole  life  was  permeated  with  the  noblest  feelings,  and 
even  to  his  old  age  he  fought  for  truth  and  right,  for  progress  and 
human  dignity.  We  feel,  therefore,  induced  to  give  strong  expression 
to  our  feelings  of  sympathy  over  the  irreparable  loss.  The  memory 
of  Carl  SCHURZ  will  live  on  in  the  heart  of  every  German,  and  we 
bestow  upon  his  name  the  palm  and  laurel  of  immortality. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  on  May  16,  1906. 

CARL  WURZER,  Detroit,  Mich. 
M.  WEINBERGER,  Cleveland,  O. 
KARL  BRAUSS,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

 o  

As  the  concluding  business  of  this  Convention,  the  nomination 
and  election  of  officers  was  held,  with  the  following  result: 
Louis  Volz,  Supreme  President. 
G.  A.  Menzenmaier,  Supreme  Vice  President. 
Louis  Thumm,  Supreme  Secretary. 
Joseph  Klaus,  Supreme  Treasurer. 
Max  Schlotbom,  Supreme  Physician. 

Supreme  Trustees:  George  Kramer,  George  M.  Leppig,  Fred 
Funk,  Chas.  A.  Schlegel,  Chas.  Heider. 

Supreme  Finance  Committee:  H.  C.  Schlegel,  John  E.  Joos, 
Adolf  Kniess. 

C.  W.  Bente,  Chairman  Law  Committee. 

L.  C.  Hanselmann,  Law  Committee. 

Karl  Kempter,  Law  Committee. 

Rudolf  Frankl,  Supreme  Marshal. 

Wm.  Becker,  Supreme  Sentinel. 

The  expenses  of  this  session  were  $1,359.33. 

The  increase  in  districts  in  1906  was  distributed  as  follows: 
District  No.  306,  in  New  York;  No.  307,  on  January  8,  in  De- 
troit, Mich.;  No.  308,  on  February  3,  in  Hoboken,  N.  J.;  No.  309,  on 
February  24,  in  Monongah,  W.  Va.;  No.  310,  on  March  8,  in  Toledo, 
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LOUIS  JOHANSEN 
Deputy  und  Sekretaer  Dist.  328 
Sandusky,  Ohio 


HENRY  WEESTON 
Deputy  Dist.  330 
Bellevue.  Ohio 


O.;  No.  311,  on  March  29,  in  Troy  Hill,  Allegheny,  Pa.;  No.  312,  on 
March  30,  in  Toledo,  O.;  No.  313,  on  April  18,  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.; 
No.  314,  on  May  6,  in  Trafford  City,  Pa.;  No.  315,  on  May  25,  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa.;  No.  316,  on  May  27,  in  New  York;  No.  317,  on 
June  17,  in  Parkersburg,  W.  Va.;  No.  318,  on  July  2,  in  Parkersburg, 
W.  Va.;  No.  319,  on  July  6,  in  Easton,  Pa.;  No.  320,  on  July  24,  in 
Meyersdale,  Pa.;  No.  321,  on  August  13,  in  Columbus,  O.;  No.  322, 
on  September  23,  in  Cleveland,  O.;  No.  323,  on  October  21,  in  San- 
dusky, O.;  No.  324,  on  September  27,  in  Hihgland,  111.;  No.  325,  on 
October  15,  in  Monroe,  Mich.;  No.  326,  on  October  22,  in  Cone- 
maugh,  Pa.;  No.  327,  on  November  10,  in  Corrolltown,  Pa.;  No.  328, 
•on  November  11,  in  Port  Clinton,  O.;  No.  329,  on  November  25,  in 
Cleveland,  O.;  No.  330,  on  December  19,  in  Bellevue,  O.;  No.  331,  on 
December  20,  in  Ambridge,  Pa.  In  all  25  new  districts,  of  which 
some  were  discontinued.  But  for  a  Convention  year  the  success  was 
satisfactory. 

For  the  winning  of  new  members  and  in  order  to  accelerate  the 
growth  of  the  Union,  Andreas  Hansen,  of  Cleveland,  O.,  Walter 
Fischer  and  Adolf  Freese,  of  Pittsburgh,  were  engaged  as  Organiz- 
ers, with  a  fixed  salary. 

The  Union  owes  these  three  former  co-workers  a  number  of 
good  districts.  Brother  Hansen  is  still  a  loyal  and  active  member  in 
Cleveland.  Walter  Fischer  managed  to  get  into  the  Supreme  Con- 
vention as  Supreme  Representative  when  he  played  a  prominent  part 
as  "obstructionist."  In  particular,  he  allowed  himself  to  be  used,  ac- 
cording to  his  own  statement,  in  the  notorious  indictment  against  the 
Supreme  President,  as  a  tool  in  discreditable  under-hand  work. 

As  Circuit  Deputies  who  were  actively  supporting  the  Supreme 
Management  in  the  Circuits  assigned  to  them,  to  following  were 
working  in  1906:  L.  C.  Hanselmann  in  Baltimore,  Md.;  Karl 
Kempter  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Henry  Lenzer  in  Cincinnati,  O.;  Carl 
Wurzerin  Detroit,  Mich.;  Karl  Brauss  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  M.  Wein- 
berger in  Cleveland,  O. 

Of  all  the  districts  in  1906,  only  164  District  Deputies  were  ac- 
tive in  building  up  the  Union.  Coervice  measures,  to  go  to  work  for 
the  Union,  the  Supreme  Management  could  not  adopt,  of  course. 

The  seventh  Supreme  Convention  created  a  uniform  assessment 
rate  in  Class  B,  whereby  the  old  members  were  taxed  at  higher 
rates.  At  the  same  time  they  increased  the  salaries  of  the  Supreme 
Officers,  enlarged  the  Executive  Board,  granted  higher  mileage  to 
the  representatives.  All  these  measures,  which  involved  a  consider- 
able increase  in  expenditures,  while  simultaneously  a  higher  assess- 
ment rate  was  introduced,  aroused  the  ill-will  of  many  members  and 
gave  the  fault-finders,  the  malconcents,  the  disappointed  ones,  the 
revolutionists — who  are  to  be  found  in  all  societies — a  welcome  op- 
portunity of  open  invective  against  the  Union,  or  rather  the  Manage- 
ment. 

We  donot  wish  to  embody  in  the  history  of  the  Union  the  dis- 
agreeable incidents  after  the  seventh  Supreme  Convention,  as  it 
-would^  not  avail  either  party  anything:.  What  was  intended  by  the 
opposing  side  did  not  succeed.  The  Union  had  taken  root  so  solidly 
that  this  storm,  too,  passed  by  without  great  damage. 

The  Supreme  Officers,  the  Circuit  and  District  Deputies  and  a 
large  number  of  loyal  members  were  indefatigably  busy  to  weed  out 
the  seed  of  discord  that  had  been  spread,  and  owing  to  their  in- 
domitable will  power  the  noble  work  progressed. 
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THE  radical  changes  of  the  seventh  Supreme  Convention  had 
created  a  severe  ordeal  for  the  Union  and  the  Supreme 
Management.  Unfortunately  the  admonitions  of  the  min- 
ority counselling  reason  were  powerless  against  the  blus- 
terers and  place-hunters,  and  thus  the  logical  effects  of  this 
Convention  had  to  go  through  the  process  of  fermentation. 

But  even  if  there  was  much  cause  for  complaint  on  account  of 
unwisdom  and  ill-will,  even  if  one  or  the  other  often  fatigued  and 
discontented  felt  like  giving  up  the  struggle,  yet  ever  and  anon  the 
beautiful  and  noble  principle  of  the  Union  came  to  the  front  and 
called  for  renewed  activity,  for  through  all  the  worry  and  the  gigantic 
task  shone  like  a  golden  thread  the  noble  work  of  rendering  aid  and 
relief.  Nearly  $900,000  the  members  had  received  in  the  form  of 
relief'  and  repayments  of  their  legal  claims,  and  over  $500,000  the 
Union  had  saved  as  a  reserve  fund.  These  facts  spurred  on  anew 
not  to  give  up,  but  unswervingly  to  remain  at  work  and  with  still 
greater  exertion  to  see  to  it  that  no  destroying  or  demolishing  in- 
fluence undermined  the  beautiful  structure  of  the  Union  and  cause 
its  downfall.  And  thus  the  majority  of  the  Supreme  Management 
has  worked  on  in  the  good  faith  that  right  and  justice  will  prevail. 

The  formation  of  the  following  districts  shows  that  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  in  our  Union  had  not  been  shaken: 

District  No.  332,  on  January  7,  in  Pittsburgh;  No.  333,  on  January 
28  in  McDonald,  Pa.;  No.  334,  on  February  9,  in  Chicago,  111.;  No, 
335  in  February  4,  in  Chicago,  111.;  No.  336,  on  February  11,  in  Im- 
perial Pa.;  No.  337,  on  February  25,  in  Homestead,  Pa.;  No.  338,  on 
April 'l,  in  Worthington,  W.  Va.;  No.  339,  on  May  15,  in  Columbus, 
O  •  No  340,  on  May  16,  in  Columbus,  O.;  No.  341,  on  June  7,  in 
Bloomington,  111.;  No.  342,  on  June  19,  in  Columbus,  O.;  No.  343,  on 
June  24  in  Uniontown,  Pa.;  No.  344,  on  July  9,  in  Peoria,  111.;  No. 
345  on  July  10,  in  Hamilton,  O.;  No.  346,  on  August  10,  in  Chicago, 
111  :  No  347  on  September  4,  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  No.  348,  on  Septem- 
ber' 19  in  Davenport,  la.;  No.  349,  on  October  24,  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.; 
No  350,  on  November  15,  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  No.  351,  on  December 
12,  in  New  York;  No.  352,  on  December  20,  in  Chicago,  111.  To- 
gether 21  districts. 

Only  127  District  Deputies  asked  for  their  commissions  in  1907. 
Of  the  five  Circuit  Deputies,  Brother  M.  Weinberger  retired. 
To  the  three  Organizers  Ernst  Flaggendorf  was  added  as  the 
fourth,  but  discharged  after  a  few  months. 

Ex-Treasurer  G.  A.  Ende  withdrew  from  the  Union,  likewise 
Finance  Committee  John  E.  Joos,  in  whose  place  Supreme  Repre- 
sentative John  Bercher  was  elected. 

In  complete  accord  with  the  principles  of  the  Union,  there  was 
paid  including  1907,  in  cases  of  sickness,  accident  and  death,  the  sum 
of  $520,435.51.  For  certificates,  given  up  or  expired,  $359,328^06  were 
paid  back  to  the  ex-members.  Nevertheless,  there  remained  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  Union  a  reserve  capital  of  over  a  half  million  dol- 
lars, put  out  in  investments  bringing  four  and  six  percent  interest. 
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CIRCUIT  CONVENTIONS. 
EIGHTH  SUPREME  CONVENTION. 
Separation  of  Classes  A  and  B  Into  Two  Independent  Divisions, 
Under  One  Management. 
INDICTMENT  AGAINST  THE  SUPREME  PRESIDENT. 
SUPREME  SECRETARY  LOUIS  THUMM  DIED. 

THE    eighth    regular    Supreme    Convention    of    the  German 
Beneficial  Union  was  opened  on  Monday,  May  11,  1908,  at 
10  a.  m.,  at  the  Union  Hall,  422  and  424  Sixth  avenue,  Pitts- 
burgh, by  Supreme   President   Louis  Volz  in  legal  form. 
The  following  Supreme  Officers  were  present: 
Louiz  Volz,  Supreme  President. 
G.  A.  Menzenmaier,  Supreme  Vice  President. 
Louis  Thumm,  Supreme  Secretary. 
Joseph  Klaus,  Supreme  Treasurer. 
A.  F.  Wedemeyer,  Supreme  Manager. 
Max  Schlotbom,  Supreme  Physician. 

Supreme  Trustees:  Geo.  Kramer,  Geo.  W.  Leppig,  Fred  Funk, 
Chas.  A.  Schlegel,  Chas.  Heider. 

Supreme  Finance  Committee:  H.  C.  Schlegel,  A.  G.  Kniess, 
John  Bercher. 

Supreme  Law  Committee:  C.  W.  Bente,  Karl  Kempter,  L.  C. 
Hanselmann. 

R.  Frankl,  Supreme  Marshal. 

Wm.  Becker,  Supreme  Sentinel. 

Supreme  Members:  Julius  Eicher,  Frank  Schilling,  H.  L. 
Thumm,  Dr.  F.  Winter. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  Committee  on  Creden- 
tials: Chas.  A.  Schlegel,  Fred  Funk  and  John  Bercher. 

_  The  Committee  reported  that  the  following  representatives  were 
waiting  to  be  initiated: 

Pittsburgh  Convention  No.  1:   Walter  Fischer  and  J.  Miller. 

Pittsburgh  Convention  No.  2:   H.  Dehler  and  G.  Bruckheimer. 

Pittsburgh,  South  Side,  Convention:  G.  Kühner,  A.  Stoehr  ani 
L.  Volz,  Jr. 

Allegheny  Convention:  J.  F.  Berberich,  F.  Enzian  and  Wil- 
helmina Bilger. 

Tarentum  Convention:  Joseph  Meyer. 

Monessen  Convention:    Carl  Dreifort. 

Connellsville  Convention:    Jos.  Tippmann  and  A.  Herskovitz. 
Ridgway  Convention:    Jacob  Daar. 

McKeesport  Convention:    D.  Klinzing  and  F.  Steinhaus. 
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Johnstown  Convention:    L.  Gieg,  M.  Buttner  and  John  Meise. 
Erie  Convention:    J.  F.  Schneider. 

Philadelphia  Convention:    Max  Schmidt  and  Jacob  Buehler. 
Cleveland  Convention:    Wm.  Becker,  Wm.  Zepp  and  M.  Wein- 
berger. 

Cincinnati  Convention:    Chas.  Meyer. 

Toledo  Convention:    Gregor  Eggl. 

Columbus  Convention:    M.  Manny  and  Jul.  Winterer. 

Wheeling  Convention:    G.  Schramm  and  C.  C.  Young. 

St.  Louis  Convention:    Dr.  A.  E.  Hansing. 

Chicago  Convention:    Albert  Berg. 

Baltimore  Convention:  J.  E.  Baumgartner,  R.  F.  Strecker, 
Julius  Wohler,  Conr.  Meil,  E.  Heinrich. 

Circuit  Deputies:  Carl  Brauss,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  Henry  Lenzer, 
Cincinnati,  O. 

M.  Manny  and  H.  Dehler  were  appointed  Assistant  Secretaries. 
COMMITTEE  APPOINTMENTS. 

State  of  the  Union:  C.  C.  Young,  M.  Weinberger  and  R. 
Strecker. 

Appeals  and  Grievances:    Joseph  Tippmann,  Geo.  Schramm  and 
Joseph  Meyer. 

Miscellaneous  Business:  J.  M.  Berberich,  Jul.  Wohler  and  Al- 
bert Berg. 

Expenses  of  the  Session:  Louis  Volz,  Jr.,  Max  Smith  and  G. 
Eggl. 

Assistant  Law  Committee:    Dr.  A.  E.  Hansing  and  Leonhard 

&A  vast  mass  of  business  was  before  this  Convention,  which  it 
took  three  days  to  dispose  of.  The  most  important  was  probably 
the  separation  of  Classes  A  and  B  into  two  autonomous  organizations. 

Class  A  exists,  as  heretofore,  as  "German  Beneficial  Union." 

Class  B  now  exists  as  "German  Beneficial  Union  of  Pittsburgh." 

Both  corporations  have  their  own  charter,  but  they  stand  con- 
tractually under  one  Management,  with  the  old  designation  of  Class 
A  and  Class  B.  The  Supreme  Conventions  shall  henceforth  be  held 
every  three  years  and  likewise  the  election  of  Officers. 

Henceforth  the  Charter  Members  and  incorporators  shaH  have 
a  seat  in  the  Supreme  Convention  as  Honorary  Members,  without 
vote  and  without  pay. 

By  Pittsburgh  Convention  No.  2  it  was  moved:    "If  a  clerk  of 
the  Supreme  Office  comes  out  as  a  candidate  for  Supreme  Repre- 
sentative and  is  elected  as  such,  he  shall  forfeit  his  position  as  clerk 
Thus  adopted.  At  a  following  Supreme  Convention  this  was  repealed 
as  "class  legislation." 

The  Election  of  District  Officers  is  now  held  at  the  end  of 
every  year. 

The  financial  report  which  was  submitted  to  this  Convention 
had  also  been  elaborated  and  attested  by  the  expert  accountant  W. 
H.  Normecut.  The  administration  machine  was  found  to_  be  m  best 
of  order,  and  in  spite  of  the  many  propositions  and  motions  on  the 
part  of  the  various  Circuit  Conventions.,  which  were  of  a  very  un- 
friendly character  towrads  the  Management,  but  few  improvements 
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could  be  undertaken.  On  the  contrary,  some  alleged  improvements 
formed  but  an  obstacle  to  the  free  and  rapid  advance  of  the  Union. 

The  President  of  the  Union  was  treated  to  a  grand  surprise  in 
this  Convention.  As  a  reward  for  his  16  years'  painstaking  work  at 
the  head  of  the  Union,  and  after  such  commendable  results  had  been 
realized,  a  "camarilla"  was  formed  in  the  enlarged  Executive  Board 
which  made  it  its  business  to  reform  the  administration  of  the  Union 
according  to  their  views,  as  had  been  done  in  part.  Some  prelim- 
inary work  had  already  been  accomplished,  and  now  these  ''faithful 
co-workers"  undertook  their  master-stroke  by  bringing  charges 
against  the  President  of  the  Union. 

The  minutes  of  the  eighth  Supreme  Convention  read  as  follows: 

A  complaint  was  entered  against  the  Supreme  President,  Louis 
Volz,  signed  by  A.  G.  Kniess,  August  Stoehr,  Walter  Fischer,  A.  H. 
Dehler  and  Chas.  Heider. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hansing  to  turn  the  charges  over  for  trial  to 
a  committee  of  five  representatives  who  were  not  from  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  Vice  President  G.  A.  Menzenmaier  appointed  as  such  commit- 
tee Representatives  Albert  Berg,  John  Meise,  Joseph  Tippmann, 
Robert  F.  Strecker  and  John  Schneider. 

After  the  charges  had  been  filed,  President  Volz  offered  to  relin- 
quish the  chairmanship,  but  was  requested  by  resolution  of  the  Con- 
vention to  keep  the  chair. 

On  May  12  the  Committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  read  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Albert  Berg: 

To  the  Officers  and  Representatives  of  the  Eighth  Supreme 
Convention: 

Dear  Sirs  and  Brethren — The  undersigned  Committee,  which 
was  appointed  to  examine  the  charges  brought  by  Brothers  A.  G. 
Kniess,  Aug.  Stoehr,  W.  Fischer,  H.  Dehler  and  Chas.  Heider  against 
the  Supreme  President,  Louis  Volz,  transmits  to  you  its  report  on 
the  result  of  the  investigation. 

The  Committee  organized  by  the  election  of  Brother  Berg  as 
Chairman  and  Brother  Strecker  as  Secretary.  The  following  brethren 
were  examined  as  witnesses:  Wedemeyer,  Kramer,  Klaus,  Menzen- 
maier. Chas.  Schlegel,  Schilling,  Funk,  Heider,  Kniess,  H.  C. 
Schlegel,  Volz,  Joos,  Graf  and  Attorney  Dahlinger. 

As  to  the  first  charge,  to  have  knowingly  used  monies  of  the 
Union  unlawfully  in  the  Graf  settlement  in  March,  1906,  by  paying 
greater  amounts  than  had  been  granted  by  the  Executive  Board,  we 
find,  after  hearing  witnesses  and  inspecting  written  vouchers,  Brother 
Volz  not  guilty,  inasmuch  as  the  Eexuctive  Board,  when  authorizing 
the  settlement  with  Graf,  did  not  specify  any  definite  sum.  If  that 
is  to  be  considered  wrong,  every  member  of  the  Executive  Board 
who  was  present  at  that  meeting  must  be  held  responsible  therefor. 

As  to  the  second  charge,  to  have  knowingly  misrepresented  the 
case  of  Graf  against  the  G.  B.  U.  to  the  Executive  Board  in  March, 
1906,  we  find  that  Brother  Volz  committed  a  fault  in  not  informing 
the  Executive  Board  at  its  meeting  of  April  6,  1906,  in  which  the 
settlement  with  Graf  was  determined  upon,  that  the  suit  had  been 
decided  against  onr  Union. 

(The  judicial  decision  was  generally  known,  for  everyone  who 
wanted  to  know  it.  Volz.) 

Concerning  the  third  charge  in  the  indictment,  which  reads  (in 
part):  On  the  strength  of  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  twelve  jurors 
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in  the  case  of  Volz  vs.  Joos,  who  confirmed  that  the  statements 
which  appeared  in  the  "Pittsburger  and  Allegheny  Sonntagsbote" 
about  the  person  of  the  Supreme  President  and  his  actions  n  the 
Union  were  true,  the  Committee  comes  to  the  decision,  to  declare 
that  it  could  not  possibly  pass  judgment  or  pronounce  any  opinion 
at  all,  because  the  evidence  adduced  in  the  trial  of  the  case  was  not 
at  its  disposal. 

(The  judicial  decision  was  that  both  parties  were  condemned  to 
pay  the  costs;  the  "camarilla"  against  the  President  of  the  Union 
made  every  effort  to  overthrow  the  President.  Volz.) 

Charee  No  4  To  have  knowingly  misused  his  official  au- 
thority in  this,'  that  the  Executive  Board  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1907  resolved  that  the  G.  B.  U.  should  sue  Joos;  instead  of  that 
the  Supreme  President  sued  personally  but  spent  the  monies  of  the 
Union  for  it  whereby  about  $1,500  illegal  costs  were  fastened  on 
the  Union. 

We  find,  that  Brother  Volz  was  not  guilty  in  this  case  either 
of  any  wrong  or  offense  because,  according  to  the  laws  in  force,  a 
Criminal  charge  could  not  be  brought  by  a  corporation  or  its  board, 
c oSequently  the  Attorneys,  Dahlinger  and  Marren  had  to  put  for- 
ward the  President  of  the  Union  as  complainant,  and  that  the  costs 
of  tne  suit  did  not  amount  to  $1,500,  but  to  $526.32,  according  to  the 
statement  of  Attorney  Dahlinger. 

The  statements  made  before  us  have  brought  to  light  the  de- 
nlorable  spectacle  that  for  years  there  existed  in  the  Executive 
Board  frictions  among  some  of  the  highest  officers,  which  ever  led 
to  the  worst  insinuations  and  were  the  source  of  much  trouble  and 
which  also  led  to  the  charges  brought  in  this  Convention.  Some  ot 
The  signers  of  the  charges  have  openly  declared  that  they  signed 
them  strictly  in  good  faith,  and  that  the  charges  were  whispered 
into  their  ear  by  a  certain  party. 

For  the  success  of  the  Union  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
oeace  and  harmony  prevail  in  the  Executive  Board  and  if  the 
Officers  concerned \nd  it  impossible  to  comply  with  this  wish,  they 
should  resign,  if  they  are  really  friends  of  the  Union. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  G.  BERG,  Chairman. 
F    R    STRECKER,  Secretary. 
JOSEPH  TIPPMANN. 
JOHN  F.  SCHNEIDER. 
JOHN  MEISE. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  President  Volz  called  upon  to  re- 
sume the  chair. 

From  various  sources  remarks  were  heard  that  the  Supreme 
Officers  draw  altogether  too  high  salaries.  According  to  what  stand- 
ard such  opinions  find  their  justifications,  is  seldom  taken  into f  con- 
sideration in  Conventions.  In  this  case,  too  by  favor  or  disfavor, 
the  following  salaries  were  fixed:  Supreme  President^  $2,000  bu- 
orem  Vice  President,  $360;  Supreme  Secretary, _  $2,000;  Supreme 
Manager  $2,000;  Supreme  Treasurer  and  Assistant  Organizer 
$1  500-  Supreme  Physician,  $1,200;  Supreme  Committees,  $5  per 
meeting  Responsibility  and  ability  of  the  various  officers  were  not 
taken  into  account  here,  either.  renm 

The  expenses  of  the  eighth  Supreme  Convention  were  $1,550.1». 

50 


AUG.  BUERKNER 
Sekretaer  Dist.  152  und  345 
Hamilton,  Ohio 


JUSTUS  DUEMER 
Unermuedlicher  Arbeiter  fuer  den  D.  U.  B 
Hamilton,  Ohio 


The  prevailing  spirit  of  a  Supreme  Convention,  the  intelligence 
or  arrogance  by  which  the  fate  of  the  Union  is  determined,  exercise 
either  an  encouraging  or  a  'disheartening  influence  on  the  entire 
membership  of  the  same.  Even  some  of  those  who  by  Fate  became 
part  of  the  Management,  did  not  fully  comprehend  the  deep  meaning 
and  the  magnificent  principle  of  the  Union,  and  for  that  reason  the 
thought  of  fraternal  co-operation  is  not  fully  realized;  the  ideal 
thought  is  not  cultivated,  if  even  the  leading  spirits  are  deficient  in 
administrative  conception.  A  shallowness  of  the  entire  principle 
results,  and  the  prestige  of  the  Union  vanishes,  and  the  confidence 
and  good  opinion  of  the  public  is  withdrawn.  Reverses  and  inter- 
ruptions of  the  good  progress  of  the  Union,  dissatisfaction  of  the 
membership  or  a  part  thereof  can  be  traced  back  in  the  main  to  in- 
competent or  improvident  management,  whose  path  is  marked  out 
for  them  by  the  Supreme  Conventions. 


To  our  great  sorrow  Supreme  Secretary  Louis  Thumm  was  on 
the  sick  list  since  1907,  but  as  a  very  sick  man  attended  the  Conven- 
tion. Supreme  Treasurer  Joseph  Klaus,  with  the  aid  of  the  Chief 
Clerks,  took  care  of  the  Secretary's  position,  but  the  honor  of  sign- 
ing all  checks  and  legal  documents  was  not  awarded  them,  for  Su- 
preme Vice  President  G.  A.  Menzenmaier  was  chosen  "Acting  Sec- 
retary." 

As  a  reverse  caused  by  the  eighth  Supreme  Convention,  the  fact 
must  be  considered  that  in  1908  only  eleven  new  districts  were 
formed  and  only  2,348  applications  were  written.  Only  106  Deputies 
asked  for  their  commissions,  from  254  districts.  The  four  old  Cir- 
cuit Deputies  served  also  for  1908. 

The  new  districts  were  formed  as  follows:  District  No.  253  on 
February  16,  in  Chicago,  111.;  No.  354,  on  January  22,  in  Cincinnati, 
O  ;  No.  355,  on  May  7,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  No.  356,  on  June  3  in 
Allegheny,  Pa.;  No.  357,  on  June  21,  in  Chicago,  111.;  No.  358,' on 
August  18,  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.;  No.  359,  on  October  2  in  New  York- 
No.  360,  on  October  11,  in  Chicago,  111.;  No.  361,  on  October  25  in 
Barberton,  O.;  No.  362,  on  November  18,  in  Boswell,  Pa.;  No  363 
on  November  15,  in  Chicago,  111. 

Like  an  abominable  war-period  which  threatened  to  destroy 
peace,  friendship  and  harmony  among  the  members  and  which 
caused  a  fateful  stagnation  in  the  Union,  the  years  1907  and  1908' 
passed  away.  The  eighth  Convention  ended  with  a  forced  conclusion 
of  peace  and  the  singing  of  the  song:  "Brueder,  reicht  die  Hand  zum 
Bunde!  After  the  festivities  arranged  in  honor  of  the  representa- 
tives had  been  fully  enjoyed,  the  representatives  took  their  departure 
and  left  to  the  Supreme  Management  the  execution  of  the  newly 
created  regulations. 

Unfortunately  the  Management  had  to  do  without  the  aid  of 
Supreme  Secretary  Louis  Thumm,  who  was  confined  to  his  bed 
seriously  ill.    The  end  only  came  too  soon. 

LOUIS  THUMM,  Supreme  Secretary, 

died  on  December  4,  1908,  and  was  laid  in  his  grave  on  December  7, 
the  entire  Executive  Board  attending.  In  his  memory  well-attended 
obsequies  were  held  on  December  13  at  the  Union  Hall. 
_  There  was  now  urgent  need  to  fill  the  vacant  Secretary's  posi- 
tion as  soon  as  possible  and  as  early  as  the  17th  of  December  the 
Executive  Board  agreed  on  Brother  C.  W.  Bente  of  Wheeling,  W. 
Va.  He  solicited  a  few  months'  time  for  the  regulation  of  his  busi- 
ness affairs  in  Wheeling.  Willy,  nilly,  Treasurer  Joseph  Klaus  had 
to  consent  to  taking  care  of  this  office  also  for  the  time  being. 
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URI\TG  the  past  two  years  the  Management  several  times 
approached  the  question  of  selling  the  Union  Building,  for 
Jwh   there  were   weighty   reasons.     Divers  offers  were 
l-i  m ad e  by  agen  s  varying  from  $150,000  to  $200,000.  Finally 

m  the  year  1909,  on  the  18th  day  of  February  the  officers 
Louis  Volz  and  George  Kramer,  were  empowered  to  sell  the  prop- 
erty for  2Ä  cash,  but  they  succeeded  in  getting  the  sum  of 
$220  000  i  cash  The  People's  Gas  Company  was  the  purchaser. 
?  The  proper  y  cost  the  Union,  for  purchase  and  alteration  $8V 
€00.  We' had  possession,  of  it  for  ten  years  sold  ^orJPWg 
1-irnre  secured  for  the  Union  a  net  gam  of  $13/,UUU.  1  his  was  surery 
a  successful  speculation  for  the  benefit  of  the  Union  After  a  long 
Search  here  and  there  for  a  suitable  place,  the  present  home  of  the 
Üniot  NolTsOS-O;  Carson  street,  South  Side ^b-«h  ^  pur- 
rh-ised  bv  majority  vote,  at  a  price  of  $45,000    nearly  w  b 

spentforimprovements  of  the  building,  and  the  balance  of  the  sell- 
incr-nrice  was  turned  over  to  the  Union  Treasury. 

g  When  Brother  C.  W.  Bente,  who  had  been  elected  Supreme  Sec- 
retarv  in  December  1908,  had  not  yet  assumed  his  office  m  June, 
1909  the  Supreme  Management  could  not  possibly  wait  any  longer 
for  the  work  accumulated  to  such  an  extent  that  the  position  had  to 
be  fi  led  The  sensational  competition  for  the  position  ended  on 
Tune  17  1905 bv  Treasurer  Joseph  Klaus  being  elected  Supreme 
Secretary  and  Chas.  A.  Schlegel,  then  member  of  the  Auditinj  Com- 
mittee beim?  elected  Supreme  Treasurer.  As  substitute  for  Schlegel 
on  the  Auditing  Committee,  Supreme  Representative  Fred  Enzian 
was  elected.  As  time  proved,  the  filling  of  the  various  offices  that 
had  become  vacant  was  a  fortunate  one,  tho'  at  the  time  it  did  not 
meet  with  unanimous  satisfaction.  .  .  . 

Scarcely  had  the  Management  settled  down  in  its  new  home 
when  inexorable  Fate  forced  our  faithful  co-worker 

GEORGE  KRAMER, 
Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee. 
„    -\r-\-  Knrl     On  Tune  24    1909,  he  succumbed  to  his  sufferings. 
The  Exec  Jive  Board1  escorted  him  to  his  last  resting  place.  Into 
S  place   as  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  stepped  Supreme 
Vice  President  G.  A.  Menzenmaier. 

■  o  ■ 

Only  ten  new  districts  were  created  in  the  year  1909  in  the  fol- 
1  .KJllly  ,  .  Tx:_tri_t  \Tn  %4  0n  March  5,  in  Charleston,  VV.  va., 
No*  365  onrFeSuary  28,  in  Cleveland,  O.;  No  366  on  April  17,  in 
No.  s™'°*riinVV  on  Tune  1  in  Coraopolis,  Pa.;  No.  368,  on 
fulvTi i  Johnstown,  Pa  :  No?  369,  on  July  26  in  East  Pittsburgh 
Pn  No  370  on  August  13,  in  Carnegie,  Pa.;  No.  371.  on  September 
U ''in Pater son^  U  No.  372,  on  September  20,  in  Pittsburgh;  No. 
373   on  December  24,  in  Johnstown.  Pa. 

'  For  iqo9,  128  Deputies  reported  for  duty.  T!_tw 
The  our  old  Circuit  Deputies  were  joined  by  two  more;  Brother 
Tohn  Meise  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  and  Joseph  Meyer,  of  Tarentum  Pa. 
J  On  January  1,  1909,  the  Union  had  257  districts  in  good  standing-. 
To  these  were  added  ten  new  ones,  five  collapsed  which  left  at  the 
end  of  thl  year  1909,  262  districts  out  of  373  which  had  been  or- 
ganized up  to  this  time.    A  loss  of  110  districts  m  17  years. 

52 


E.  ULBRICHT 
Sekretaer  Dist.  455 
Massillon,  Ohio 


A.  LAUTENBACH 
Sekretaer  Dist.  361 
Barberton,  Ohio 


A.  SIMBALLA 
Sekretaer  ist.  456 
Salem,  Ohio 


CHAS.  WODIANKA 
Sekretaer  Dist.  236 
Youngstown,  Ohio 


1910 


 o  

ITH  the  year  1910,  whole-hearted  work  for  the  further 
building  up  of  the  Union  was  resumed.  One  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  District  Deputies  reported  for  duty, 
and  in  addition  to  the  six  Circuit  Deputies  of  the 
previous  year  two  more  were  enrolled:  Julius  Win- 
terer, of  Columbus,  O.,  and  John  B.  Keil,  of  Chicago,  111. 

Twenty-four  new  districts  were  called  into  existence  in  the  fol- 
lowing places:  District  No.  374.  on  January  16,  in  Johnstown,  Pa.; 
No.  375,  on  June  10,  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.;  No.  376,  on  March  16,  in 
Jeannette,  Pa.;  No.  377,  on  March  26,  in  Chicago,  111.;  No.  378,  on 
April  30,  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.;  No.  379,  on  April  25,  in  Chicago,  111.; 
No.  380,  on  April  27,  in  Chicago,  111.;  No.  381,  on  April  29,  in 
Chicago,  111.;  No.  382,  on  May  1,  in  Chicago,  111.;  No.  383,  on  May 
23,  on  North  Side,  Pittsburgh;  No.  384,  on  June  1,  in  Milwaukee, 
Wis.;  No.  385,  on  May  10,  in  Bellevue,  O.;  No.  386,  on  June  12,  in 
Farrell,  Pa.;  No.  387,  on  June  22,  in  Chicago,  111.;  No.  388,  on  June 
26,  in  Carrick  Borough,  Pa.;  No.  389,  on  July  26,  in  West  Hoboken, 
N.  J.;  No.  390,  on  September  8,  in  Kenosha,  Wis.;  No.  391,  on  Sep- 
tember 11,  in  Beaver  Falls,  Pa.;  No.  392,  on  October  10,  in  Milwau- 
kee, Wis.:  No.  393,  on  October  11,  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.;  No.  394,  on 
October  28,  in  Pottsville,  Pa.;  No.  395,  on  November  4,  in  Jonesville, 
Wis.;  No.  396,  on  November  7,  in  Racine,  Wis.;  No.  397,  on  Decem- 
ber 4,  in  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

Four  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-eight  new  membership  ap- 
plications were  written  in  both  classes. 

Six  districts  ceased  to  exist  this  year,  making  a  net  gain  of  18 
districts.    In  all  280  districts  in  good  standing  at  the  end  of  1910. 

The  year  1910  also  exacted  a  victim  from  the  Executive  Board. 
On  June  2 

ADOLF  KNIESS, 

member  of  the  Auditing  Committee,  shot  himself.  His  place  was 
left  vacant  temporarily,  whereby  the  administration  expenses  were 
somewhat  reduced. 


The  representatives  of  the  Union  in  the  Supreme  Conventions 
are  also  for  the  most  part  the  leaders  and  the  main-stay  of  the  pro- 
paganda. A  large  number  have  done  their  best  to  bring  our  Union 
to  the  front  ranks.  Especially  our  Circuits  of  the  larger  cities,  as 
Cleveland,  .  Baltimore,  Cincinnati,  Philadelphia,  Chicago,  St.  Louis, 
Columbus,  Johnstown,  etc.  Also  our  smaller  local  organizations 
vied  with  the  larger  cities  in  doing  their  full  duty.  Some  Deputies 
have  accomplished  truly  magnificent  work. 

Whenever  circumstances  permitted,  propaganda  festivals  and 
mass  meetings  were  held.  The  Pittsburgh  Circuit  left  nothing  un- 
done to  set  a  good  example. 

With  the  close  of  the  year  1910  the  Union  had  16,712  members 
and  a  total  reserve  of  $715,000  in  both  classes.  Attested  by  Expert 
Accountant  A.  J.  Rodgers,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
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CIRCUIT  CONVENTIONS. 
NINTH  SUPREME  CONVENTION. 
ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 
INAUGURATION  OF  THE  OLD-AGE  CLASS. 

jl  „  dl  HE  year  1911  brought  us  the  ninth  Supreme  Convention. 
r  1  ^  After  looking  over  the  elected  Supreme  Representatives,  a 
peaceful,  dispassionate  convention  was  to  be  expected,  for 
the  revolutionary  spirits  were  conspicuous  by  their  ab- 
sence  The  ninth  regular  Supreme  Convention,  as  well  as 
the  second  Supreme  Convention  of  the  G.  B.  U.  of  Pittsburgh  was 
opened  on  Monday,  May  8,  1911,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.  m  legal  form 
by  Supreme  President  Louis  Volz  in  the  Hall  of  the  Union,  No. 
1505-7  Carson  street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

The  following  Supreme  Officers  were  present: 

Louis  Volz,  Supreme  President. 

G.  A.  Menzenmaier,  Supreme  Vice  President. 

Joseph  Klaus,  Supreme  Secretary. 

Chas.  A.  Schlegel,  Supreme  Treasurer. 

A.  F.  Wedemeyer,  Supreme  Manager. 

Max  Schlotbom,  Supreme  Physician. 

Supreme  Finance  Committee:  Geo.  M.  Leppig,  Fred  Funk, 
Chas.  Heider,  Ferd.  Enzian. 

Supreme  Auditing  Committee:  H.  C.  Schlegel  and  John  Bercher. 

Supreme  Law  Committee:  C.  W.  Bente,  L.  C.  Hanselmann  and 
Karl  Kempter. 

Rudolf  Frankl,  Supreme  Marshal. 

Wm.  Becker,  Supreme  Sentinel. 

The  President  appointed  John  Bercher  and  Ferd.  Enzian, 
and  the  Vice  President  appointed  Chas.  Heider,  on  the  Auditing 
Committee. 

After  a  short  intermission,  the  Committee  reported  that  46  rep- 
resentatives and  six  Circuit  Deputies  were  present  and  entitled  to 
attend  the  Convention. 

The  Representatives  of  the  Circuit  Conventions: 
Pittsburgh  Convention:    A.  J.  Steckler,  John  Doelfel  and  Henry 
Fries. 

Pittsburgh,  South  Side,  Convention:  Gustav  Kuehner,  Chas. 
Troetschel,  John  Miller. 

Pittsburgh,  North  Side,  Convention:  John  Emmerich,  L. 
Primbs,  John  Knobel. 

Braddock  Convention:   C.  W.  Littler. 

McKeesport  Cosvention:    Geo.  Lippert,  J.  C.  Moos. 

Connellsville  Convention:    Matth.  Koch,  G.  Zacharias. 

54 


Johnstown  Convention:  Leonhard  Gieg,  Max  Miller,  Emil  Jus- 
tinus. 

New  Kensington  Convention:    John  Roethele,  Fred  Lehmann. 
Monessen  Convention:    Emil  Kessel. 
St.  Marys  Convention:    Phil.  Miller. 
Erie  Convention:    Steve  Kwiecinski. 

Philadelphia  Convention:  Paul  Schubert,  Otto  Rothkegel, 
Christ  Ortmiller. 

Cleveland  Convention:  Frank  Nowak,  M.  C.  Ebel,  M.  Wein- 
berger. 

Cincinnati  Convention:    Adam  Sendelbach,  Otto  Schirmer. 

Columbus  Convention:    Lorenz  Eitel,  M.  Manny. 

Bellevue  Convention:    Henry  Schlicht,  Chas.  W.  Buchele. 

Parkersburg  Convention:    Geo.  Schramm,  E.  O.  Hiehle. 

Paterson  Convention:    Joseph  Burger. 

St.  Louis  Convention:   L.  Wissmann,  John  Buese. 

Milwaukee   Convention:    John  Krines. 

Coicago  Convention:    Fred  Ott,  L.  Müller,  Otto  Fetting. 

Baltimore  Convention:  F.  R.  Strecker,  Julius  Wohler,  Joseph 
Hochrein,  Alex.  Richwein. 

Circuit  Deputies:  Henry  Lenzer,  John  Meise.,  John  Keil,  Carl 
Brauss,  Joseph  Meyer,  Julius  Winterer. 

They  were  all  heartily  welcomed  by  the  President. 

Brothers  Henry  Schlicht  and  Christian  Ortmiller  were  appointed 
Assistant  Secretaries  for  this  Convention. 

The  following  served  as  Committees: 

State  of  the  Union:    Frank  Nowak,  Fred  Ott  and  F.  R.  Strecker. 
Appeals  and  Grievances:    Paul  Schubert,  George  Schramm,  L. 
Wissmann. 

Miscellaneous  Business:  Fred  Lehmann,  Joseph  Burger  and 
Michael  Manny. 

Expenses  of  the  Session:  H.  C.  Schlegel,  Chas.  Troetschel, 
Lothar  Primbs. 

Assistant  Law  Committee:    M.  Weinberger,  C.  W.  Littler. 

The  Committee  on  State  of  the  Union  found  the  reports  on  the 
administration  of  the  Union,  as  examined  by  the  Expert  Auditor,  in 
the  best  of  order.  With  exception  of  the  Law  Committee,  the 
Committees  had  little  to  do;  but  of  propositions,  mostly  of  inferior 
value,  there  was  a  vast  number  to  dispose  of,  which  stretched  this 
Convention,  too,  over  three  days.  The  most  important  business  was 
the  adoption  of  an  Old-Age  Class. 

Until  now  a  member  who  had  completed  his  fifty-fifth  year, 
could  not  get  a  certificate  any  more,  and  many  bitter  complaints 
were  heard  that  the  older  members  were  thus  discarded.  This  Old- 
Age  Class  has  redressed  this  grievance,  and  from  now  on  every 
member  up  to  the  sixty-fifth  year  can  join  the  Old-Age  Class,  which 
is  calculated  for  life.  Through  the  introduction  of  the  Old-Age 
Class  the  granting  of  a  paid-up  certificate  was  abrogated. 

The  representatives  of  this  Convention  were  more  liberal  than 
those  of  three  years  ago.  A  special  Committee  for  Salaries  made  the 
following  recommendations: 

Supreme  President,  $2,500. 

Supreme  Vice  President,  $400. 

Supreme  Secretary,  $2,200. 

Supreme  Treasurer,  $2,000. 

Supreme  Manager,  $2,500. 

Supreme  Physician,  $1,200. 

All  representatives  shall  get  $5  per  day. 
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Before  the  nomination  and  election  of  officers,  on  motion  ol 
Representative  Adam  Sendelbach,  of  Cincinnati,  a  vote  of  confidence 
was  given  to  the  Supreme  President  and  the  entire  Executive  Board, 
as  a  si-n  of  rcognition  for  faithful  services.  This  completely  com- 
pensated for  the  discordance  with  which  the  eighth  Supreme  Con- 
vention had  closed.  Recognition  is  ever  a  part-payment  for  services 
rendered. 

The  nomination  and  election  of  officers,  too,  passed  on  welL 
There  were  elected  by  acclamation: 

Louiz  Volz,  Supreme  President. 

G.  A.  Menzenmaier,  Supreme  Vice  President. 

Joseph  Klaus,  Supreme  Secretary. 

Chas.  A.  Schlegel,  Supreme  Treasurer. 

A.  F.  Wedemeyer,  Supreme  Manager. 

Max  Schlotbom,  Supreme  Physician.  _ 

Finance    Committee:     George   M.    Leppig,    Fred    Funk,  Chas. 
Heider,  Fred  Enzian. 

Auditing   Committee:     H.   C.  Schlegel,  John   Bercher,  Lothat 

PniLaw    Committee:     C.    W.    Bente,    L.    C.    Hanselmann,  Karl 
Kempter. 

Rudolf  Frankl,  Supreme  Marshal. 

Wm.  Becker,  Supreme  Sentinel. 

C  W  Bente,  Chairman  of  the  Law  Committee,  was  candidate 
for  the  office  of  Supreme  Secretary,  but  withdrew  his  name.  C.  W 
Littler  was  candidate  for  the  Law  Committee,  but  lost  out  with  31 
against  35  votes. 

In  honor  and  memory  of  the  deceased  Supreme  Members,  Louis 
Thumm  George  Kramer  and  Adolf  Kniess,  the  assembly  rose  from 
their  seats,  and  the  Supreme  President  paid  them  a  fitting  tribute. 
All  the  members  being  pleased  and  satisfied,  the  ninth  Supreme  Con- 
vention adjourned.    It  cost  the  Union  $2,218.44. 

The  Hall  of  the  Hilltop  Section,  corner  Arlington  and  Southern 
avenues  Mt.  Oliver,  was  the  headquarters  of  the  representatives  to 
the  ninth  Convention.  In  their  honor  a  great  "Commers"  was  given 
on  the  8th  of  May,  and  on  Wednesday,  May  10,  a  grand  reception, 
concert  and  hall.  And  be  it  said  to  their  honor,  the  representatives 
were  as  sturdy  when  bent  on  pleasure  as  when  devoted  to  business. 

The  remaining  seven  months  of  1911  were  given  to  hard  work. 
Festivities  and  propaganda  meetings  were  the  order  of  the  day,  and 
the  orators  of  the  Executive  Board  could  not  meet  all  requirements 
to  speak  in  favor  of  the  Union  on  such  occasions.  The  result  was: 
Fifteen  new  districts  at  the  end  of  1911.  They  were  formed  as 
follows:  District  No.  398,  on  January  8,  in  Star  City,  W.  Va.;  No. 
399  on  February  6,  in  Norwalk,  O.;  No.  400,  on  February  26,  in  St. 
Louis  Mo.;  No.  401.  on  March  12,  in  Pitcairn,  Pa.;  No.  402,  on  May 
1,  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  No.  403,  on  July  1,  in  South  Bend,  Ind.; 
No.  404,  on  July  28,  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.:  No.  405,  on  August  20  North 
Side,  Pittsburgh:  No.  406,  on  August  15,  in  Braddock,  Pa.;  No.  W, 
on  September  20,  in  Wavnesburg,  W.  Va.;  No.  408,  on  October  3  in 
Mt  Oliver,  Pa.;  No.  409,  on  November  1,  in  Chicago,  111.;  No.  41U, 
on  December  17,  in  Washington,  D.  C;  No.  411,  on  December  20, 
in  Chicago,  111.  Four  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty  new  mem- 
bers were  admitted  in  1911.  Our  membership  rose  in  this  year  to 
17,177,  distributed  among  284  districts.  The  total  reserve  fund  was 
$673,148.50  in  Class  A,  and  $79,072.37  in  Class  B;  together,  $752,- 
220.87. 
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MATH.  THOMAS 
Sekretaer  Dist.  402 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 


FRITZ  KNABE 
Sekretaer  Dist.  348 
Davenport,  Iowa 


1912 


 o  

WITH  the  month  of  April,  1912,  the  Union  had  completed 
20  years  of  its  career,  and  the  Supreme  Management 
utilized  this  fact  in  starting  a  general  agitation  on  the 
whole  line  of  the  Union.  Pittsburgh,  ahead  of  alt 
other  cities,  held  three  mass  demonstrations:  On 
April  30,  in  the  hall  of  the  Hilltop  Section;  on  May  1,  in  the  hall  of 
the  Bloomfield  Liedertafel,  and  on  May  14,  in  the  Union  Hall  on 
the  North  Side.  From  all  cities  and  towns,  where  our  districts 
exist,  reports  came  of  successful  and  imposing  festivities.  It  was  a 
tremendous  stirring  up  of  the  members,  whereby  in  parts  quite  a 
success  was  achieved. 

The  Columbus  Districts  gave  a  joint  propaganda  festival  on  the 
18th  of  May.  The  climax  of  the  program  was  the  initiation  of  40 
new  members.  On  June  16  and  17  the  districts  in  Wheeling  had 
their  jubilee.  On  June  23  was  flag  dedication  in  Bellevue,  O.,  at- 
tended by  large  delegations  from  Cleveland,  Lorain,  Toledo,  Detroit, 
Sandusky,  Norwalk,  Monroe  and  Port  Clinton.  The  place  where  the 
festival  was  given,  was  to  all  purposes  in  "Little  Germany,"  where 
our  members  of  the  English  tongue  felt  as  if  "at  home."  Especially 
worthy  of  mention  was  the  public  installation  of  the  District  Officers 
on  January  18  and  the  magnificently  executed  harvest  festival  on 
October  6  of  the  Cleveland  Circuit.  On  July  4  District  No.  386  in 
Farrell,  Pa.,  had  a  treble  flag  dedication.  On  September  30  was 
propaganda  festival  and  flag  dedication  in  District  No.  146,  where 
all  districts  of  Johnstown  were  represented.  On  October  15  the 
Philadelphia  districts  held  a  great  mass  meeting.  Likewise  Allen- 
town,  Pottsville,  Eastcn  and  Reading,  New  Kensington,  Natrona 
and  the  major  part  of  our  districts  held  demonstration  meetings. 
This  year  was  more  devoted  to  the  development  and  extension  of 
the  districts  then  existing,  for  only  13  new  ones  were  formed,  as 
follows: 

District  No.  412,  on  February  23,  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  No.  413,  on 
March  14,  in  Jeannette,  Pa.;  No.  414,  on  April  2,  in  Paterson,  N.  J.; 
No.  415,  on  March  28,  in  Pittsburgh;  No.  416,  on  April  14,  in  Cleve- 
land, O.;  No.  417,  on  May  9,  in  Cleveland,  O.;  No.  418,  on  May  16, 
in  Philadelphia,  Pa.:  No.  419,  on  May  18,  in  St.  Louis,  M.;  No.  420, 
on  September  18,  in  Cincinnati,  O.;  No.  421,  on  September  16,  in 
Gary,  Ind.;  No.  422,  on  November  11,  in  Swissvale,  Pa.;  No.  423,  on 
November  16,  in  Lehighton,  Pa.;  No.  424,  on  November  26,  in 
Mauch  Chunk,  Pa. 

At  the  end  of  1911,  the  Union  had  17,177  members.  During  the 
year  1912,  4,751  certificates  were  written,  increasing  the  membership 
to  21,928.  Unfortunately  there  were  lost  by  death  190,  withdrawn 
on  half  payment  171,  expired  certificates  480,  and  suspended  2,295, 
together  3,136;  so  that  at  the  end  of  1912  there  remained  18,792  mem- 
bers in  good  standing  in  both  classes. 

If  for  the  year  1912  the  membership  report  was  not  commend- 
able, we  have  done  better  financially.  In  Class  A  we  had  at  the  end 
of  December,  1911,  a  total  reserve  fund  of  $673,148.50.  At  the  end 
of  December,  1912,  it  had  been  raised  to  $773,489.49. 
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In  Class  B  we  had  at  the  end  of  December  1911  a  total  reserve 
of  $79,072.37.  At  the  end  of  1912,  $86,258.36.  Therefore  a  total  re- 
serve fund  of  both  classes  of  $839,747.85. 

The  following  officiated  as  Circuit  Deputies  for  1912: 

Karl  Kempter,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Henry  Lenzer,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Carl  Brauss,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Joseph  Meyer,  Tarentum,  Pa. 

John  Meise,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Chas.  Buchele,  Toledo,  O. 

John  Krines,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Julius  Winterer,  Columbus,  O. 

C.  W.  Littler,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Otto  Fetting,  Chicago,  111. 

Joseph  Gruber,  Paterson,  N.  J. 

Thus  there  were  eleven  circuit  deputies  engaged  as  direct  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Management.  In  addition  thereto,  nine  Special 
Deputies  and  118  District  Deputies  were  commissioned. 

Unfortunately  we  lost  this  year  a  faithful  fellow-worker  by 
death  From  the  establishment  of  the  first  district  m  Cincinnati, 
O.,  he  had  upheld  the  banner  of  the  Union,  in  spite  of  all  opposi- 
tion. 

HENRY  LENZER,  of  Cincinnati,  O., 

died  on  October  30,  1912.    His  position  was  not  filled  this  year. 

The  Baltimore  Circuit,  which  had  been  represented  till  now  by 
Supreme  Member  L.  C.  Hanselmann,  demanded  a  distribution  of  the 
districts  among  the  Supreme  Representatives.  In  conformity  with 
this  wish,  the  25  districts  were  distributed  among  the  Representa- 
tives, L.  C.  Hanselmann,  R.  F.  Strecker,  Julius  Wohler  and  John 
E.  Baumgartner. 

The  Cleveland  Circuit  expressed  the  same  wish,  and  their  16 
districts  were  accordingly  distributed  among  Representatives  M. 
Weinberger,  Wm.  Becker,  Max  Ebel  and  Frank  Nowak. 
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MRS.  LIPOLD  EDWARD  BALLES 

Eines  der  thaetigsten  Mitglieder  Sekretaer  und  Deputy  Dist.  371 
von  Dist.  176  Bezirk  New  Jersey 

Bezirk  New  Jersey 


WM.  R.  HASSE 
Sekretaer  und  Deputy  Dist.  228 
Bezirk  New  Jersey 


JOHN  WILSHUSEN 
Schatzmeister  Dist.  308 
Bezirk  New  Jersey 


1913 


 o  

-w    y  ITH    the   regretfully   small,   but    solid   army   of  18,792 
^  y»    /      members  our  Union  entered  the  year  of  its  majority. 

^/^ä/       "^^e  year  may  ^e  designated  as  the  banner  year 

?     V         of  the  Union.     It  seemed  as  if  with  its  majority  in 
many  Circuits  love  and  energy  to  propagate  it  further 
had  been  aroused.    Sixteen  districts  captured  the  prize  banners  that 
had  been  offered  as  a  reward,  and  quite  a  number  followed  suit. 

It  was  to  be  regretted  that  only  12  new  districts  were  created; 
on  the  other  hand,  the  admission  of  5,600  new  members  shows  how 
the  districts  strove  to  increase  their  membership.  With  the  end  of 
the  twenty-first  year,  the  Union  had  attained  at  last  a  membership 
of  21,000.  The  total  admission  of  new  members,  by  the  way,  had 
amounted  to  40,000. 

As  Circuit  Deputies  the  same  brethren  served  as  in  1912.  The 
place  of  Henry  Lenzer,  deceased,  was  taken  by  Brother  Adam 
Reszke,  of  Cincinnati,  O. 

As  new  districts  for  1913  are  to  be  mentioned:  District  No.  425, 
on  January  7,  in  Chicago,  111.;  No.  426,  on  January  10,  in  Pittsburgh; 
No.  427,  on  February  7,  in  Hazelton,  Pa.:  No.  428,  on  March  20,  in 
Hazelton,  Pa.;  No.  429,  on  April  24,  in  Bethlehem,  Pa.;  No.  430,  on 
May  10,  in  Mammoth,  Pa.;  No.  431,  on  June  5,  in  South  Bethlehem, 
Pa.;  No.  432,  on  July  21,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  No.  433,  on  July  12, 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  No.  434,  on  September  12,  in  Allegheny,  Pa.;  No. 
435,  on  September  22,  in  Clyde,  O.;  No.  436,  on  October  23,  in  Pitts- 
burgh; No.  437,  on  December  1,  in  East  Liverpool,  O. 

With  these  13  new  ones  we  had  at  the  end  of  the  year  292  dis- 
tricts in  good  standing. 

As  already  in  1906  a  number  of  districts  and  individual  mem- 
bers on  the  Pittsburgh  Hilltop,  Mt.  Oliver,  joined  together  and  as 
"Hilltop  Section"  erected  a  splendid  Union  Home,  likewise  we  see 
in  1913  another  magnificent  building,  than  which  there  is  no  better 
to  be  found,  arise  in  Carrick  Borough,  Pa.,  through  District  No.  388 
and  a  number  of  individual  members  of  other  districts.  Also,  Dis- 
trict No.  56  in  New  Castle,  Pa.,  has  erected  in  that  community  a 
fine  home,  in  honor  of  the  Union  and  of  the  district. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Cleveland  districts  were  compelled  to 
give  up  again  their  beautiful  Union  H  ome.  On  the  cause  we  will 
refrain  from  passing  judgment.  The  fine  Union  Hall  in  Allegheny, 
Pa.,  too,  which  had  been  taken  possession  of  with  great  pomp  by 
District  No.  405,  had  to  see  it  purchased  by  the  Supreme  Manage- 
ment and  let  out  to  another  society. 

Allegheny  has  16  districts,  and  it  must  seem  strange  to  a  dis- 
interested party  that  this  fine  and  spacious  hall  be  used  as  a  home, 
not  by  the  districts,  but  by  another  organization. 

Thus  we  find  bright  and  dark  sides  wherever  we  look.  It  is 
not  difficult  to  build  halls,  but  to  successfully  manage  a  home  thus 
procured,  is  more  than  an  art,  it  is  hard  drudgery  for  those  to 
■whom  the  management  is  entrusted. 
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1914 


o 


CIRCUIT  CONVENTIONS. 
TENTH  SUPREME  CONVENTION. 

—     w  NDER  quite  favorable  circumstances  the  Union  entered  the 
'  J     T     year  1914.    The  consistent  advance  on  the  whole  line  and 
I       ■}      the  success  that  had  been  achieved  so  far  gained  us  many 
friends  and  members  who  for  years  had  closely  _  watched 
^"""^       this  enterprise,  which  was  gaining  a  firmer  footing  right 
along     The   rest  of   the   obstructionists   still  remaining  had  com- 
pletely broke  off  their  teeth— so  to  speak— in  contact  with  the  in- 
domitable will-power  of  the  chiefs  of  the  various  departments,  and 
the  Union  for  a  long  time  had  ceased  to  be  an  experiment,  but  was 
a   very   desirable    financial    institution,  built  on  a  solid  foundation. 
The  Supreme  Management  could  appear  before  the  tenth  Supreme 
Convention  with  a  membership  of  nearly  22,000  and  total  assets  of 
a  million  dollars. 

The  tenth  Supreme  Convention  was  opened  by  SuPrc™e  ?*esi~ 
dent  Louis  Volz  in  legal  form  on  Monday,  May  1,  1914,  at .10  c > clock 
a.  m.,  in  the  Union  Building,  Nos.  1505-07  Carson  street,  Pittsburgh. 
The  following  Supreme  Officers  were  present: 

Louis  Volz,  Supreme  President. 

G.  A.  Menzenmaier,  Supreme  Vice  President. 

Joseph  Klaus,  Supreme  Secretary. 

Chas.  A.  Schlegel,  Supreme  Treasurer. 

A.  F.  Wedemeyer,  Supreme  Manager. 

Max  Schlotbom,  Supreme  Physician. 

Finance  Committee:    Geo.  M.  Leppig,  Fred  Funk,  Chas.  Heider, 

Ferd  Enzian.  _  ,      ^      ,        T  „ 

Auditing  Committee:     H.   C.   Schlegel,  John   Bercher,  Lothar 

PniLaw  Committee:  C.  W.  Bente,  L.  C.  Hanselmann,  Karl  Kemp- 
ter. 

Rudolf  Frankl,  Supreme  Marshal. 
Wm.  Becker,  Supreme  Sentinel. 

Absent  were  the  Charter  Members,  Chas.  W.  Dahlinger,  Julius 
Eicher,  Frank  Schilling,  Dr.  F.  Winter,  S.  C.  Beatty. 

As  Auditing  Committee  officiated  John  Bercher,  Ferd  Enzian 
and  Fred  Funk. 

CIRCUIT  CONVENTIONS 
AND  THE  REPRESENTATIVES  ELECTED. 

Baltimore  Convention:  George  Himmelheber,  R.  Schoenewetter, 
J.  E.  Baumgartner,  Jos.  Hochrein. 

Chicago  Convention:  R.  H.  Zeppernik,  Frank  Richter,  Fritz 
Grobel,  Albert  G.  Berg. 

Cleveland  Convention:  Frank  Nowak,  Wm.  Stief,  M.  C.  Ebel, 
Otto  Knoblauch. 
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JOHN  GREUTER 

Spezial  Deputy 
Bezirk  New  Jersey 


CHAS.  BAUMANN 
Praesident  und  Deputy  Dist.  148 
Bezirk  New  Jersey 


EDW.  HUEBSCHMANN 
Supreme  Repraesentant 
Sekretaer  Dist.  148 
Bezirk  New  Jersey 


JOSEPH  RUST 
Gruender  und  Deputy  Dist.  339 
Bezirk  New  Jersey 


Cincinnati  Convention:    Henry  Albertz,  Ande  Gangel. 

Hamilton  Convention:     Otto  Schirmer. 

Columbus  Convention:    August  Wagner. 

Toledo  Convention:    Christian  Hentzler. 

Bellevue  Convention:    Henry  Schlicht,  Phillip  Buerkle. 

Canton  Convention:    Joseph  Wingerter. 

Wheeling  Convention:    C.  W.  Bente,  P.  J.  Schertzinger. 

St.  Louis  Convention:    John  Reiss,  Ernst  Dix. 

Paterson  Convention:    Ed.  Huebschmann,  Wm.  R.  Hasse. 

Milwaukee  Convention:    Ernst  Kreiter. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Convention:    Wm.  Hannemann. 

Detroit  Convention:     George  J.  Schaefer. 

Philadelphia  Convention:    Paul  Schubert,  Leonhard  Mueller. 
Reading    Convention:     Paul    Niehoff,    Christ    Ortmiller,  Max 
Minderjohn. 

Altoona  District:    Leonhard  Gieg. 

Johnstown  Convention:  Adam  Röbel,  Mike  Berg,  John  En- 
derlein. 

Ridgway  Convention:    John  Kraus,  Michael  Detter. 

Jeannette  Convention:    Mrs.  Martha  Vance,  Theo.  Huettner. 

McKeesport  Convention:  George  Lippert,  Ernst  Herklotz, 
Adolph  Herskovitz. 

North   Braddock  Convention:    Joseph  Neu,  George  Fischer. 

New  Kensington  Convention:  Paul  Rosscamp,  Joseph  Roethele, 
John  Schaefer. 

New  Castle  Convention:    M.  Leonhard,  John  Wurm. 

Allegheny  Convention:  Joseph  Berberich,  Ed.  Sturm,  John 
Bittner,  Wm.  Schmidt. 

Pittsburgh  Hilltop  Convention:  Chas.  Troetschel,  John  Miller, 
Theodor  Schmidt. 

Pittsburgh  South  Side  Convention:  Emil  Petritzky,  M. 
Scheider. 

Pittsburgh  Convention:    John  Doelfel,  Henry  Fries,  Albert  J. 


The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  that  all  of  the  above 
Representatives  and  Circuit  Deputies  were  entitled  to  attend  the 
Convention.  They  were  heartily  welcomed  by  the  Supreme  Presi- 
dent. 

Thereupon  the  President  appointed  Brother  Otto  Knoblauch 
Assistant  Secretary  and  the  Vice  President  appointed  John  Bittner 
Second  Assistant  Secretary. 

FURTHER  COMMITTEE  APPOINTMENTS. 

State  of  the  Union:  George  Himmelheber,  Wm.  Stief  and 
Ernst  Dix. 

Appeals  and  Grievances:  Phillip  Buerkle,  Christ  Ortmiller  and 
George  Lippert. 

Miscellaneous  Business:  J.  E.  Baumgartner,  Frank  Nowak  and 
Wm.  Hannemann. 


Steckler. 


CIRCUIT  DEPUTIES. 


Carl  Brauss,  St.  Louis 
John  Meise,  Johnstown 
Joseph  Meyer,  Tarentum 
John  Gruber,  Paterson 
C.  W.  Littler,  Braddock 
Charles  Buechele,  Toledo 


Julius  Winterer,  Columbus 
Philip  Miller,  New  Castle 
Adam  Reszke,  Cincinnati 
Otto  Fetting,  Chicago 


Jacob  Buehler,  Allentown 
John  Krine,  Milwaukee 


Karl  Kempter,  Philadelphia. 
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Expenses  of  the  Session:  Chas.  A.  Schlegel,  Leonhard  Gieg 
and  Ed.  Sturm. 

Salaries:    John  Doelfel,  A.  Herskovitz  and  Fritz  Grobel. 

Assistant  Law  Committee:    Theo.  Schmidt,  Ernst  Herklotz. 

The  reading  of  the  various  reports  took  up  the  morning  session. 
They  were  referred  to  the  proper  committees. 

In  the  report  of  the  President  he  says: 

"We  cannot  tell  what  the  future  will  bring  us,  but  experience 
teaches  that  our  actions  make  themselves  felt  till  far  into  the  future 
which  we  look  forward  to  with  so  much  hope.  What  we  sow,  our 
successors  will  reap.  It  is,  therefore,  our  sacred  duty  to  summon 
all  our  judgment,  all  our  knowledge  and  all  our  ability,  not  to  the 
advantage  of  any  one,  or  of  a  few,  but  impartially  for  the  benefit  of 
the  whole,  of  the  entire  membership,  to  strain  every  nerve  to  secure 
the  complete  triumph  of  our  noble  principles." 

This  tenth  Supreme  Convention  had  no  intricate  problems  to 
solve.  Questions  of  far-reaching  importance  were  not  at  hand.  Al- 
though a  mass  of  propositions  were  submitted  by  the  various  Cir- 
cuits, all  of  them  found  a  satisfactory  solution.  It  was  three  days' 
hard'  work,  and  a  majority  of  the  Convention  was  satisfied  with  it. 
And  the  Committees  understood  how  to  combine  relaxation  with 
working  hours  in  a  pleasant  manner. 

All  the  reports  were  examined,  and  the  state  of  the  Union  found 
to  be  in  excellent  condition,  for  which  thanks  and  appreciation  was 
expressed  to  the  Officers. 

The  Union  works  in  14  states:  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Maryland, 
Illinois,  Missouri,  West  Virginia,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  Wiscon- 
sin, Minnesota,  Iowa,  Indiana,  Michigan  and  District  of  Columbia. 
The  overwhelming  part  of  the  membership  lives  in  Pennsylvania. 
Ohio  comes  in  second,  and  Maryland  in  third  place.  Iowa  has  the 
smallest  number,  then  Minnesota.  Our  members  who  removed  there, 
built  up  districts  in  those  parts,  it  is  true,  but  they  failed  to  win  a 
considerable  membership,  and  our  Union  had  till  now  no  forces  to 
send  such  distance  to  advocate  our  noble  organization. 

The  Committee  on  Officers'  Salaries  reported  that  after  mature 
consideration  it  recommended  the  following  salaries:  Supreme 
President,  $2,750  per  year;  Supreme  Vice  President,  $400;  Supreme 
Secretary,  $2,750;  Supreme  Treasurer,  $2,100;  Supreme  Manager, 
$2,750;  Supreme  Physician,  $1,300.  Recommendation  unanimously 
adopted. 

 o  

THE  ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

The  election  of  officers  was  then  taken  up  and  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: 

Louis  Volz,  Supreme  President. 

G.  A.  Menzenmaier,  Supreme  Vice  President. 

Joseph  Klaus,  Supreme  Secretary. 

Chas.  A.  Schlegel,  Supreme  Treasurer. 

A.  F.  Wedemeyer,  Manager. 

Max  Schlotbom,  Supreme  Physician. 

Finance  Committee:  Geo.  M.  Leppig,  Fred  Funk,  Chas.  Heider, 
Ferd.  Enzian. 
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O.   H.  GAUSS 
Sekretaer   Dist.  350 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


J.  J.  KENZIORA 
Sekretaer  Dist.  349 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


Auditing  Committee:  H.  C.  Schlegel,  John  Bercher,  C.  W. 
Littler. 

Law  Committee:  C.  W.  Bente,  Karl  Kempter,  L.  C.  Hansel- 
mann. 

Chas.  Troetschel,  Supreme  Marshal. 
Wm.  Becker,  Supreme  Sentinel. 

 o  

RESOLUTION  FOR  PERSONAL  LIBERTY. 

The  tenth  Supreme  Convention  distinguished  itself  by  the 
fallowing  resolution: 

The  tenth  Supreme  Convention  of  the  German  Beneficial  Union, 
representing  22,000  members,  resolved,  in  the  name  of  its  member- 
ship, to  place  itself  on  record  against  every  limitation  of  personal 
self-determination,  against  introduction  of  local  option,,  as  well  as 
prohibition.  The  G.  B.  U.  insists  with  all  its  might  upon  the  un- 
limited exercise  of  personal  liberty  by  every  law-abiding  citizen  of 
this  country. 

Signed  by  all  members  of  the  Convention. 

 o  

For  the  pleasant  entertainment  of  the  delegates,  ample  provis- 
ion was  made  in  the  Hall  of  the  Hilltop  Section  and  also  in  the  Car- 
rick  Union  Hall.  But  the  climax  of  the  festivities  was  the  festival 
banquet  given  on  the  13th  in  the  Fort  Pitt  Hotel  in  honor  of  the 
representatives.  Five  hundred  covers  were  engaged,  and  some  per- 
sons could  not  be  admitted  for  lack  of  room. 

As  honorary  guests  there  were  present:  Mayor  Joseph  Arm- 
strong, District  Attorney  R.  H.  Jackson,  Congressman  A.  J.  Barch- 
feld,  Rev.  Dr.  Carl  Voss,  Attorney  Chas.  W.  Dahlinger  and  Attor- 
ney Frank  J.  Gosser. 

Supreme  President  Louis  Volz  and  Supreme  Manager  Aug.  F. 
Wedemeyer,  as  well  as  the  gentlemen  named  above,  delivered  ad- 
dresses. The  G.  B.  U.  Concert  Orchestra,  under  direction  of  Henry 
J.  Volz.  furnished  the  music.  As  soloists  appeared  Mrs.  Amanda 
Schlegel-Smith,  Miss  Beatrice  Heinrich  and  Mr.  Fritz  Ritter. 

The  banquet  was  presided  over  by  C.  W.  Bente  as  toastmaster. 

To  all  participants  this  festival  evening  will  be  ever  memorable, 
as  it  constituted  a  worthy  conclusion  of  the  tenth  Supreme  Con- 
vention. 

During  the  Convention  it  was  proposed  by  several  parties  that 
the  Union  arrange  an  excursion  to  Germany  for  its  members.  The 
plan  met  with  a  favorable  reception  by  the  Executive  Board.  They 
resolved,  that  this  excursion  should  be  undertaken  in  the  year  1916 
and  that  every  member  who  up  to  that  time  would  bring  100  new 
members,  should  have  free  passage,  both  ways.  A  large  number 
had  already  reported  for  the  contest  and  the  tour.  We  regret  to 
state  that  the  abominable  war  has  thoroughly  spoiled  what  would 
have  been  a  most  enjoyable  occasion. 

The  war  fury  kindled  in  the  old  Fatherland  cast  its  shadow  over 
to  us  and  checked  for  a  while  our  eager,  peaceful  striving  and  strug- 
gling in  a  business  and  a  social  sense.  No  wonder,  for  it  was  a 
world  conflagration  that  developed  in  old  Europe.  England,  Russia 
and  France  against  Germany  and  Austria-Hungary!  A  war  of  an- 
nihilation against  our  beloved  old  Fatherland.    It  was  hardly  credi- 
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Me,  but  the  terrible  reality  was  there,  and  in  anxious  suspense  we 
must  watch  to  which  side  the  scale  of  justice  will  turn. 

Meanwhile  the  necessary  work  for  progress  and  -new  gains  in 
our  Union  was  not  allowed  to  come  to  a  standstill. 

Tho'  the  bright  sides  predominated,  there  were  also  dark  sides 
to  the  Supreme  Convention.  The  election  of  Circuit  Deputy  C.  W. 
Littler,  of  Braddock,  Pa.,  in  place  of  Supreme  Member  Lothar 
Primbs,  caused  immediately  after  the  Supreme  Convention  a  dis- 
agreeable sequel  by  Brother  Primbs  entering,  through  his  attorney, 
a  protest  against  the  election  of  Brother  Littler,  who,  according  to 
the  Constitution,  had  been  entitled  to  a  seat  and  vote  in  the  Con- 
vention, but  was  not  eligible  to  an  office.  This  controversy  was  pro- 
tracted for  some  months.  The  attorney  for  the  Union  and  Littler's 
attorney  were  to  secure  a  decision  by  the  Court.  This  intention 
was  not  carried  out.  According  to  the  letter  of  the  Constitution, 
Brother  Primbs  was  entitled  to  his  old  position  as  Supreme  Member. 

Furthermore,  in  the  month  of  June,  after  the  Supreme  Conven- 
tion, the  Supreme  Management  had  the  pleasure  of  being  surprised 
by  an  Auditing  Committee  of  the  Insurance  Department  of  Penn- 
sylvania, which  for  three  days  took  possession  of  the  Supreme 
Office.  A  member  of  the  Supreme  Convention  (whose  name  is 
known  to  the  Management),  who  was  not  content  with  the  tri- 
ennial report  made  by  the  Expert  Accountant,  deemed  it  expedient 
to  request  the  Insurance  Commissioner  to  send  an  Auditing  Com- 
mission. 

The  Supreme  Management  was  not  solicitous  about  the  result 
of  this  investigation,  for  none  of  the  responsible,  bonded  officers  is 
of  the  sort  that  would  countenance  duplicity  in  management,  and 
thus  the  result  was  a  great  commendation  by  the  Commission  of 
the  correct  and  scrupulous  accuracy  of  the  management  of  the 
Union.  This  was  again  a  case  where  something  evil  was  intended, 
but  something  good  resulted.  The  membership  has  in  this  manner 
learned  directly  through  the  Insurance  Commissioner  that  the  Union 
in  June,  1914,  was  "O.  K." 

As  urged  by  Supreme  Manager  A.  F.  Wedemeyer,  Supreme 
Member  C.  W.  Bente  was  given  him  as  aid  and  assistant  and  was 
enrolled  in  the  salaried  list;  and  now  the  watchword  was,  let  us  be 
up  and  doing  in  the  peaceful  struggle  to  strengthen  the  ranks  of 
German  fraternalism  and  to  vigorously  counter-balance  the  threat- 
ening- antipathy  of  the  Anglo-American  element  against  the  Germans 
in  this  country. 

The  United  Districts  of  Chicago,  III.,  had,  on  August  16,  1914, 
a  monster  demonstration  in  Sehreiner's  Grove.  The  United  Dis- 
tricts of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  August  23,  were  on  the  Mississippi  on  a 
successful  steamboat  excursion. 

On  July  21  the  Cincinnati  Districts  had  a  propaganda  meeting 
in  Flamm's  Hall. 

In  Bellevue,  Hamilton.  Lancaster,  Uniontown,  New  Kensington, 
Donora,  Johnsonburg,  and  thus  along  the  entire  line,,  new  life  and 
ambition  was  developed  for  the  further  growth  of  the  Union. 

The  United  Districts  of  Baltimore  always  combine  business  with 
pleasure;  on  November  22  thev  hnd  a  propaganda  festival  and  oyster 
roast  in  Liberty  Park,  where  2.000  persons  were  present. 

The  ideal,  ever-beautiful  Christmas  Festival  was  celebrated  in 
the  year  1914,  too,  by  nearly  all  the  districts  in  the  traditional  Ger- 
man way. 


64 


GEO.  DECKELMEIER 
Sekretaer  Dist.  285 
Terre  Haute,  Ind. 


OSCAR  SCHOLZ 
Sekretaer  Dist.  341 
Bloomington,  III. 


DEATH  UNMERCIFULLY  DECIMATES  THE 
RANKS  OF  THE  MANAGEMENT. 

Who  would  contend  against  Fate?  With  impotent  resignation 
we  must  be  satisfied  with  what  it  takes  from  us  and  with  what  it 
gives.  Thus  Cleveland,  in  1914,  lost  three  zealous,  good  men,  who 
had  been  active  for  the  Union. 

WILLIAM  BECKER, 

Marshal  of  the  Supreme  District  and  earnest  co-worker,  died  Tues- 
day, June  2,  1914. 

MAX  C.  EBEL, 

Supreme  Representative  and  Deputy  in  Cleveland,  died  on  July 
4,  1914. 

MORITZ  WEINBERGER, 

Supreme  Representative  and  Deputy  in  Cleveland,  died  on  July 
21,  1914. 

Of  the  Supreme  ManagemenI  died: 

GEORGE  M.  LEPPIG, 

The  meritorious  Finance  Committeeman  of  many  years'  standing, 
on  September  5,  1914. 

HENRY  C.  SCHLEGEL, 

Member  of  the  Auditing  Committee,  on  December  1,  1914.  Escort 
to  the  grave  and  an  obituary  was  all  we  could  give  to  the  friends 
who  had  departed  too  soon. 

Supreme  Representative  Ernst  Herklotz  was  elected  on  Decem- 
ber 17  by  the  Supreme  Management  a  member  of  the  Auditing  Com- 
mittee in  place  of  H.  C.  Schlegel,  deceased. 

 o  

Thirteen  new  districts  was  the  entire  increment  in  1914:  Dis- 
trict No.  438,  on  January  17,  in  Jenners,  Pa.;  No.  439,  on  February 
7,  in  Woodlawn,  Pa.;  No.  440,  on  April  6,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  No. 
441,  on  June  15,  in  Imperial,  Pa.;  No.  442,  on  June  26,  in  Emaus, 
Pa.;  No.  443,  on  July  8,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  No.  444,  on  July  30,  in 
St.  Louis,  Mo.;  No.  445,  on  October  12,  in  Uniontown,  Pa.;  No.  446, 
on  October  24,  in  Rosebud,  Pa.;  No.  447,  on  November  16,  in  Free- 
mont,  O.;  No.  448,  on  November  22,  in  Vandergrift,  Pa.;  No.  449,  on 
November  27,  in  North  Braddock,  Pa.;  No.  450,  on  December  7,  in 
Oak  Harbor,  O. 

At  the  end  of  1913  the  Union  had  in  both  classes  21,165  mem- 
bers in  good  standing.  Four  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninty- 
eight  new  admissions  were  made,  making  in  all  25,563.  On  the  other 
hand  we  had  245  deaths,  250  withdrawals,  692  expired  certificates, 
and  2,351  were  suspended;  a  loss  therefore  of  3,538.  In  that  way  we 
had  at  the  end  of  1914,  a  membership  of  22,025.  An  increase  for  all 
that,  tho'  a  modest  one. 

Our  total  assets  were  $1,105,000. 
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I  HE  year  1915  should  by  all  means  have  been  a  banner  year, 
if  the  war  and  thoughts  of  war  had  not  been  constantly 
in  the  foreground.  The  successes  of  the  German-Austrian- 
Hungarian  arms  helped  in  a  measure,  that  there  was  no 
relaxation  in  the  good  will  for  propaganda.  Unfortunately 
Death  has  not  yet  finished  with  the  Executive  Board,  for  our  trust- 
worthy agitator  and  member  of  the  Auditing  Committee, 

LOTHAR  PRIMBS, 

died  on  March  10,  1915.  In  his  place  the  Supreme  Management,  in 
its  April  Session,  elected  Supreme  Representative  John  Doelfel,  a. 
well-known  business  man  and  member  of  the  organization  since  it 
existed. 

The  propraganda  for  the  Union  took  its  uninterrupted  course. 
The  Pittsburgh  Circuits  made  a  master-stroke  with  a  joint  summer 
festival,  which  was  given  on  August  17  at  the  "Schuetzenpark"  near 
Millvale.  All  the  Supreme  Officers,  under  the  leadership  of  Manager 
A.  F.  Wedemeyer,  were  represented  in  the  General  Committee  and 
helped  to  make  it  a  tremendous  success.  The  net  balance  of  $150.00 
was  turned  over  to  the  war  sufferers  in  Germany  and  Austro- 
Hungary. 

District  No.  328  undertook,  on  June  13,  a  propaganda  excursioft 
from  Port  Clinton,  O.,  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  two 
districts  there. 

On  June  13  the  St.  Louis  Districts  had  another  great  steamboat 
excursion. 

District  No.  289  in  Windber,  Pa.,  celebrated  its  tenth  anniver- 
sary on  June  12  in  a  magnificent  manner. 

District  No.  293  celebrated  its  tenth  anniversary  on  July  4  and 
thereby  won  a  large  number  of  new  members. 

The  United  Districts  of  Chicago  on  July_25,  in  Excelsior  Park, 
gave  another  splendid  summer  festival,  which  developed  into  a 
veritable  people's  holiday. 

The  East  Baltimore  Districts  had  a  propaganda  excursion  to 
Luedel's  Park  on  August  1. 

District  No.  291,  of  Summerville,  Pa.,  celebrated  its  tenth  anni- 
versary on  July  15,  on  which  occasion  the  Districts  of  Johnstown 
and  the  entire  neighborhood  were  represented. 

Ladies'  District  No.  50,  of  Mt.  Oliver,  Pa.,  had  a  magnificent 
flag  dedication,  at  which  all  Hilltop  Districts  were  represented. 

District  No.  43,  of  South  Fork,  Pa.,  one  of  the  faithful  old  fellow- 
combatants,  has  provided  a  home  of  its  own  and  "captured"  a  flag 
(they  gained  100  new  members  in  six  months),  and  then  they  had  a 
hall  and  flag  dedication  which  was  attended  by  delegations  of  all  the 
neighboring  districts. 

District  No.  24,  of  New  Kensinton,  Pa.,  celebrated  its  twenty- 
second  anniversary  on  May  30,  which  was  attended  by  members  of 
the  entire  Circuit. 

District  No.  195,  of  Ford  City,  Pa.,  gained  50  new  members  in 
six  months,  whereupon  a  Union  banner  was  presented  to  them.  The 
dedication  occurred  on  May  30,  when  delegates  from  the  entire  Cir- 
cuit were  in  attendance. 
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MICHAEL  DIETZ 
Langjaehriger  Sekretaer  von  Dist.  160 
Washington,  D.  C. 


JOHN  MEININGER 
Gruender  und  Sekretaer  von  Dist.  410 
Washington,  D.  C.  • 


The  United  Districts  in  Philadelphia  had  a  monster  mass-meet- 
ing in  the  South  Philadelphia  "Schuetzenpark"  on  September  12. 
The  success  was  truly  magnificent. 

The  Reading  Circuit  arranged  a  great  propaganda  festival  in 
Allentown  on  September  18  and  19. 

Districts  Nos.  115,  134,  147,  194  and  201,  of  Baltimore,  gave  a 
summer  night's  festival  with  a  gymnastic  display  on  August  9. 

All  the  Districts  of  St.  Louis  gave  a  joint  popular  festival  on 
September  19  in  Linn's  Park.  The  Central  Committee  there,  con- 
sisting of  the  Officers  and  Deputies  of  the  Districts,  are  always  at 
the  head  of  these  festivities. 

Ladies'  District  No.  50,  of  Mt.  Oliver,  gave  its  annual  fall  and 
harvest  festival  this  year  on  October  10  in  the  Hall  of  the  Hilltop 
Section,  the  house  being  over-crowded. 

District  No.  171,  of  Mt.  Oliver,  too,  made  a  splendid  propaganda 
with  the  minstrel  shows  on  October  27,  28  and  29,  in  the  Hall  of  the 
Hilltop  Section. 

On  November  7,  there  was  held  in  Cleveland,  O..,  in  the  Bohem- 
ian Hall  on  Clark  avenue,  a  tremendously  attended  propaganda 
meeting,  all  the  districts  taking  part. 

District  No.  301,  of  Cincinnati,  O.,  having  earned  a  banner_  by 
gaining  50  new  members  in  six  months,  arranged  a  banner  dedica- 
tion for  November  27  in  Cosmopolitan  Hall,  which  was  attended  by 
all  the  Cincinnati  Districts,  as  well  as  by  strong  delegations  from 
Hamilton,  with  Supreme  Representative  Ötto  Schirmer  at  the  head. 
It  was  a  wholesome  stirring  up  of  the  Cincinnati  Circuit. 

Anniversaries  and  evening  entertainments  were  given  in  nearly 
all  districts  of  the  Union.  Everywhere  they  exerted  their  utmost  to 
advance  the  interests  of  our  Union.  At  larger  festivals  always  two 
Supreme  Officers  were  present,  who  delivered  suitable  addresses, 
and  on  such  occasions  the  two  incorporators  still  remaining,  Volz 
and  Wedemeyer,  were  always  in  brisk  demand. 

 o  

Unfortunately  Death  invaded  again  the  Supreme  Management. 
GUSTAVE  A.  MENZENMAIER, 

Supreme  Vice  President  of  the  Union,  died  on  Thursday,  October 
7,  1915,  at  the  age  of  68  years,  4  months  and  8  days.  A  respectful 
obituary  was  devoted  to  his  memory.  He  was  not  granted  the 
privilege  to  participate  in  the  celebration  of  the  Silver  Jubilee  in 
1917. 

In  place  of  the  Vice  President  who  had  departed  this  life  so 
early,  on  Thursday,  November  18,  at  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Executive  Board,  Dr.  Max  Schlotbom,  Supreme  Physician,  was 
elected  Supreme  Vice  President,  and  he  accepted  this  post  without 
salary. 

In  spite  of  the  restless  agitation  in  various  sections  of  the  Union 
and  the  co-operation  available,  only  nine  new  districts  were  or- 
ganized. The  main  work  was  directed  more  to  the  internal  develop- 
ment of  the  districts  of  which  very  many  could  show  but  a  small 
membership. 

District  No.  451,  on  February  24",  in  Rillton,  Pa.;  No.  452,  on 
March  1,  in  Livingston,  111.;  No.  453,  on  April  26,  in  Middleton,  O.; 
No.  454,  on  May  1,  in  Canonsburg,  Pa.;  No.  455,  on  May  9,  in  Mas- 
sillon,  O.;  No.  456,  on  October  19,  in  Salem,  O.;  No.  457,  on  Novem- 
ber 8,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  No.  458,  on  December  13,  in  Philadelphia, 
Pa.;  No.  459,  on  December  18,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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During  the  year  1915  the  Union  admitted  4.523  new  members. 
We  had  22,025  at  the  end  of  1914;  total  at  the  end  of  1915,  26,548. 

Of  these  there  were  lost:  By  death  227,  by  withdrawals  237,  by 
expiration  of  certificates  999,  and  by  the  insurance  being  dropped 
1,740;  in  all,  3,203.  This  left  a  total  strength  of  members  at  the  end 
of  1915,  of  23,345  in  both  classes. 

Our  total  reserve  at  the  end  of  1915  represented  the  sum  of 
$1,161,094.47,  including  both  classes. 

In  1915  there  were  paid  out  in  Class  A  $39,343.71  in  death 
benefits. 

For  expired  certificates  the  sum  of  $205,318.06  was  paid. 

Class  B  had  to  pay  $52,781.40  in  death  benefits.  The  living  ten- 
year  members  of  Class  A  have  drawn,  therefore,  in  the  year  1915, 
the  sum  of  $113,105.95  more  than  the  deaths  in  Classes  A  and  B  to- 
gether. This  illustrates  the  savings  system  in  conjunction  with  the 
sick  and  death  benefit. 
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 o  

IN  spite  of  the  war  of  annihilation  still  raging  in  old  Europe  with 
all  hatefulness  and  in  spite  of  nativistic  assaults  on  the  German- 
American  element  by  the  American  press,  with  but  few  ex- 
ceptions, and  the  "Anglo-Americans,"  encouraged  by  the  posi- 
tion, friendly  to  Britain,  taken  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  Woodrow  Wilson;  aye,  in  spite  of  the  harassing  of  Germans, 
which  they  attempted — let  it  be  said  to  the  shame  of  this  country! — to 
bring  about,  the  German  Beneficial  Union  with  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1916  went  with  renewed  vigor  to  work  for  the  further  de- 
velopment and  extension  of  German  fraternalism. 

The  two  Circuits,  Cincinnati  and  Columbus,  entered  a  contest. 
The  prize  for  gaining  the  most  members  in  six  months  was  a  Union 
Circuit  flag. 

The  Districts  of  Dayton  entered  a  prize  contest  with  the  Dis- 
tricts in  Hamilton. 

McKeesport  District  No.  18  awoke  to  new  activity.  On  Febru- 
ary 16  it  celebrated  a  great  victory,  for  an  energetic  trio,  Deputy  F. 
J.  Regensburger,  President  A.  Kohary  and  Brother  R.  Sewing,  took 
the  field  together  and  gained  in  six  months  174  new  members,  and 
this  victory  was  properly  celebrated  with  the  promise  of  another 
100  members  in  the  next  six  months. 

With  the  month  of  June  the  usual  summer  entertainments  be- 
gan again,  and  the  same  Circuits  and  cities  would  have  to  be  men- 
tioned that  held  their  propaganda  festivals  as  in  the  previous  year. 
Cleveland,  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Columbus,  Reading,  Baltimore  at_  the 
head.  Especially  the  Philadelphia  Circuit  came  to  the  front  in  a 
prominent  manner.  It  gave  a  magnificent  festival  on  July  2  in  the 
"Schuetzenpark."  Rev.  S.  G.  Bosse,  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  was  the 
first  orator.  The  second  speaker  was  Mr.  Joseph  Schlanz,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Philadelphia  Bazar  Committee.  Then  Mr.  F.  W.  Haus- 
mann stepped  on  the  stage  and  presented  to  the  President  of  the 
festival,  Karl  Kempter,  the  picture  of  the  German  hero,  Weddingen, 
put  into  a  fine  frame,  as  prize  for  the  organization  most  strongly 
represented  at  the  Bazar  for  the  benefit  of  the  German-Austro- 
Hungarian  Relief  Fund, 
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ALBERT  G.  BERG  JOHN  HANNABACH 
Supreme  Repraesentant  Deputy  Dist.  421 

Sekretaer  Dist.  288  Gary,  Ind. 

Indianapolis.  Ind. 


M.  STEINRUCK 
Sekretaer  und  Deputy  Dist.  403 
South  Bend,  Ind. 


H.  SCHNEPPENDAHL 
Sekretaer  Dist.  283 
Clinton,  Ind. 


Very  successful  was  the  flag  dedication  of  District  No.  282  in 
Alliance,  Ohio,  a  festivity  attended  by  delegations  from  Cleveland, 
\kron,  Massilon,  Canton,  Barberton  and  Salem;  also  by  the  Supreme 
Officers  L.  Volz  and  Chas.  A.  Schlegel,  of  Pittsburgh.  Mayor  West- 
over,  of  Alliance,  in  a  neat  address,  heartily  welcomed  all  the  visitors. 
This  was  not  only  a  flag  dedication,  but  a  singing  festival,  for  the 
Salem  "Maennerchor,"  the  Mixed  Chorus  of  Canton,  and  the  Singing 
Society  "Harmonie,"  of  Alliance,  favored  the  audience  with  their 
fairest  songs.  By  this  festival  the  Union  has  gained  quite  consider- 
ably in  good-will  and  prestige  in  this  part  of  Ohio.  District  No.  282 
had  earned  the  Union  flag  by  winning  100  new  members  in  six 
months. 

In  the  flag  contest  between  the  Cincinnati  and  Columbus  Cir- 
cuits, the  Cincinnati  Circuit  won  the  Circuit  flag.  The  festival  _  of 
victory  with  flag  dedication  was  held  on  December  3,  the  house  being 
over-crowded  with  members  and  friends  from  Cincinnati  and  dele- 
gations of  the  Columbus  Circuit. 

In  the  contest  between  the  Districts  of  Hamilton  and  of  Dayton, 
Hamilton  won.  The  great  festival  of  victory  was  celebrated  in 
Hamilton  on  October  2L  It  was  a  feast  of  fraternisation  for  the 
members  from  the  two  cities.  Brother  Otto  Schirmer  delivered  the 
festival  address. 

As  to  the  customary  great  propaganda  festivities,  the  Chicago 
Circuit  is  especially  to  be  mentioned,  where  various  districts  try 
with  praiseworthy  energy  to  place  our  Union  into  the  position  of 
honor  and  prestige  to  which  it  is  entitled. 

In  the  presence  of  the  Supreme  Officers,  Volz  and  Wedemeyer, 
there  was  a  preliminary  meeting  of  the  United  Districts  of  Chicago 
on  Saturday,  September  16,  in  Fritz  Grobel's  Hall.  On  Sunday,  the 
17th,  District  No.  381  held  its  sixth  anniversary  with  double  flag 
dedication  in  Wicker  Park  Hall,  nearly  all  districts  of  Chicago  par- 
ticipating with  one  accord.  The  Union  flag  was  a  present  of  the 
Supreme  Management  for  gaining  100  members,  and  the  United 
States  flag  was  donated  by  the  sisters  of  the  district.  The  Supreme 
President  delivered  the  festival  oration,  and  the  Supreme  Manager 
performed  the  dedication  of  the  flag. 

Our  Union  has  found  recognition  in  Chicago,  and  it  depends 
now  entirely  on  the  membership  there  and  those  who  hold  the  reins 
at  the  time,  to  attain  the  highest  possible  degree  of  prestige  and 
increase.  R.  C.  H.  Zeppernik,  Fritz  Grobel,  C.  H.  Ronacher,  A. 
Arnold,  Felix  Schabhuttl,  Emil  Kesar  and  Conrad  Mueller  are  some 
of  the  chief  luminaries  who  deserve  especially  great  credit.  Of 
course,  those  mentioned  are  joined  by  a  whole  crowd  of  others  whom 
the  historian  cannot  all  call  by  name. 

District  No.  323,  too,  of  Sandusky,  O.,  gave  by  the  celebration 
of  its  tenth  anniversary  occasion  to  an  efficacious  demonstration.  It 
was  held  on  Sunday,  October  8,  at  the  Erie  Fair  Grounds.  Large 
delegations  of  Toledo,  Port  Clinton,  Clyde,  Fremont,  Bellevue  and 
Norwalk  attended,  and  the  Supreme  Officers,  Joseph  Klans  and  Chas. 
A.  Schlegel,  representing  the  Supreme  Management,  delivered  ad- 
dresses. Brother  Louis  Johannsen  is  the  life  and  soul  of  the  agita- 
tion there. 

District  No.  33Q,  of  Bellevue,  O.,  too,  is  loyally  attempting  to 
arouse  the  interests  of  the  Union.  On  December  13  the  tenth  anni- 
versary was  celebrated  there,  which  was  again  attended  by  large 
delegations  of  the  neighboring  districts.  Especial  mention  deserve 
the  Brothers  Henry  Schlicht,  Wm.  Gutberlet  and  Henry  Weeston. 

District  No.  438  in  Jenners,  Pa.,  which  was  called  into  existence 
in  January,  1914,  has  already  erected  a  home  of  its  own,  which  was 
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dedicated  on  November  20  with  all  the  neighboring  districts  taking 
part. 

District  No.  56,  in  New  Castle,  Pa.,  has  won  another  crown  of 
laurel  by  a  vintage  festival  which  was  celebrated  on  October  14  in 
magnificent  manner.  The  amount  of  $114.46  was  transmitted  to  the 
fund  for  German-Austro-Hungarian  war  sufferers. 

 o  

For  years  in  divers  larger  Circuits  of  the  Union,  Circuit  Deputies 
were  engaged  who  with  the  beginning  of  each  year  were  recom- 
mended by  the  Supreme  Manager  and  confirmed  by  the  Executive 
Board.  But  this  method,  too,  outlived  itself,  for  in  Baltimore,  as 
well  as  in  Cleveland,  they  protested  against  the  autocratic  rule  of  the 
Circuit  Deputies,  for  which  reason  four  years  ago  the  districts  of 
the  two  Circuits  were  distributed  directly  among  their  Supreme 
Representatives.  Then  came,  after  the  tenth  Supreme  Convention, 
the  disputed  point  about  the  eligibility  of  a  Circuit  Deputy,  which 
led  to  an  unpleasant  controversy.  These  occurrences  induced  the 
Executive  Board,  with  the  beginning  of  the  year  1916,  not  to  renew 
the  commissions  of  the  Circuit  Deputies,  but  to  put  a  part  of  the 
districts  in  divers  Circuits  under  the  control  of  their  Supreme  Rep- 
resentatives, according  as  circumstances  may  require^  it.  This  dis- 
tribution, too,  has  until  now,  just  as  that  of  the  Circuit  Deputies,  to 
show  but  partial  successes.  The  system  would  be  all  right  if  only 
the  Supreme  Representatives  referred  to  would  seriously  comply 
with  the  obligations  undertaken  by  them. 

In  May,  1916,  the  Supreme  Management,  at  their  own  request, 
again  had  an  auditing  committee  of  three,  appointed  by  the  Insur- 
ance Commissioner  of  Pennsylvania,  visiting  them  for_  three  days. 
This  time  the  Insurance  Department  of  the  State  of  Indiana  was  tue 
cause.  The  Supreme  Management  applied  to  this  Department  for 
legal  authorization  to  propagate  the  Union  in  the  state.  The  condi- 
tion for  granting  this  privilege  was  "the  filing  of  a  detailed  report 
on  the  condition  of  the  Union  made  by  a  commission  of  the  Insur- 
ance Department  of  Pennsylvania."  This  report  was  favorable  to 
such  a  degree  that  the  Union  in  the  course  of  a  week  after  filing  it, 
received  the  license  for  the  State  of  Indiana. 

Other  states  will  follow  as  soon  as  we  have  captured  the  neces- 
sary number  of  members  there. 

For  the  organization  of  new  districts,  Supreme  Representative 
Theodore  Huettner,  in  the  month  of  May,  applied  as  organizer.  Su- 
preme Member  C.  W.  Bente,  who  towards  the  end  of  1915  had  to 
give  up,  through  illness,  his  position  of  Assistant  to  the  Supreme 
Manager,  desired  to  make  another  effort  in  the  open  field  and  or- 
ganized District  474  in  Mansfield,  Ohio.  Likewise  Organizer  Chas. 
W.  Young,  of  proven  excellence,  re-entered  the  service  of  the  Union. 
He  crowded  his  activity  since  September  with  four  districts,  in  Scran- 
ton,  Kingston,  Wilkes-Barre  and  Glassport,  Pa.  Huettner  since 
April  started  six  districts,  in  Monongahela,  Macdonalton,  California, 
Vandergrift,  Fayette  City  and  Belle  Vernon,  Pa. 

As  additional  numbers  for  1916,  the  following  districts  are  to  be 
recorded:  District  No.  460,  on  January  3,  in  Washington,  Pa.;  No. 
461,  on  January  6,  in  Cincinnati,  O.:  No.  462,  on  January  29,  in  West 
Copley,  Pa.;  No.  463,  on  March  28,  in  Richmond,  Va.:  No.  464,  on 
April  1,  in  Lincoln  Place,  Pa.;  No.  466,  on  May  13,  in  Cincinnati, 
O.;  No.  467,  on  May  30,  in  Sidmann,  Pa.;  No.  468,  on  June  26,  in 
Martinsdale,  Pa.;  No.  469,  on  July  2,  in  Union,  Mo.;  No.  470,  on 
July  8,  in  Macdonalton,  Pa.;  No.  471,  on  July  16,  in  Homestead.  Pa.; 
No.  472,  on  July  30,  in  California,  Pa.;  No.  473,  on  August  27,  in 
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PAUL  DOEHLER 
Sekretaer  Dist.  276 
Detroit,  Mich. 


W.  HEUSEL 
Sekretaer  Dist.  313 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Vandergrift,  Pa.;  No.  474,  on  August  29,  in  Mansfield,  O.;  No.  47a, 
on  September  2,  in  Scranton,  Pa.;  No.  476,  on  September  29,  in 
Fayette  City,  Pa.;  No.  477,  on  October  7,  in  Kingston,  Pa.;  No.  478, 
on  November  23,  in  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.;  No.  479,  on  November  26, 
in  Belle  Vernon,  Pa.;  No.  480,  on  November  29,  in  Cincinnati,  O.; 
No.  481,  Ladies'  District,  on  December  21,  in  Dayton,  O.;  No.  482, 
on  December  28,  in  Glassport,  Pa.;  No.  483,  on  December  29,  in 
Hartford,  Wis.    Together  24  districts. 

ANNUAL  BALANCE  FOR  1916. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1916  the  balance  of  the  German  Beneficial 
Union,  and  of  the  German  Beneficial  Union  of  Pittsburgh,  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Class  A   $1,213,570.09 

Class  B    95,899.82 


Total  reserve   $1,309,469.91 

At  the  close  of  the  year,  1915,  we  had  members  in 

good  standing    23,345 

In  the  year,  1916,  we  initiated    9,270 


Total  membership  the  last  of  November   32,615 

Lost  by  death     298 

Surrendered  certificates    143 

Matured   certificates    846 

Suspended  members   3127 

  4,414 


Remaining  members    28,201 


These  members  are  distributed  among  the  following  States: 

"A: 

Pennsylvania  14,849 


Ohio 
Maryland  .... 

Missouri  

Indiana  

Illinois  

West  Virginia  . 
Michigan  .... 
New  Jersey  .  . 
District  Columbia 
New  York  .   .  . 
Wisconsin   .    .  . 
Virginia  .... 
Minnesota  .   .  . 
Iowa  


3,926 
329 
629 
401 
1,407 
328 
228 
660 
311 
109 
297 
65 
59 
28 


Total   83,586 


"B" 
1,599 
1,384 
1,265 
125 
37 
41 
63 
14 
35 
22 
16 
1 
5 
1 
7 

4,615 


Total 
16,448 
5,310 
1,594 
774 
438 
1,448 
391 
242 
655 
333 
125 
298 
70 
60 
35 


28,201 

New  members  initiated  during  the  month  of  December   800 

Membership  on  December,  31,  1917   29,001 

Members  not  in  good  standing    200 


Membership  on  December  31,  1916  28,801 

Having  closed  the  year,  1916,  successfully,  we  may  pause  and 
say  truthfully,       EVERYTHING  WELL  DONE. 
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THE  MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  UNION. 

The  Supreme  Management,  or  Executive  Board,  meet  for  de- 
liberation every  third  Thursday  in  the  month.  The  Auditing,  as  well 
as  the  Finance  Committee,  meet  likewise  once  per  month. 

The  carrying  on  of  the  daily  business  of  the  Union  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Interior  Management.  This  consists  of  the  President, 
Vice  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  Manager. 

The  clerical  force  consists  of  the  two  Chief  Clerks,  Louis  Volz, 
Jr  receipts,  and  Fred  Schlegel,  expenditures;  August  Pape,  applica- 
tions and  certificates;  Wm.  Funk,  bills  and  premiums;  Harry  Reis, 
Miss  E.  Breidenstein  and  Chas.  H.  Meyer  as  Assistant  Clerks.  These, 
with  the  Interior  Management,  are  twelve  persons  who  are  engaged 
daily  in  the  transaction  of  the  Union's  business. 

The  Auditing  Committee  of  the  Insurance  Commissioner  of 
Pennsylvania,  who,  in  the  spring,  conducted  an  examination  of  the 
condition  of  the  Union,  were  astonished  how  such  an  "economical 
office  force"  masters  the  business  of  the  Union. 


The  period  from  April,  1892,  till  the  end  of  1916  with  the  Ger- 
man Beneficial  Union  represents  a  history  as  drastic  as  it  may  be 
chronicled.  On  the  birth  of  the  Union  the  most  joyous  hopes  were 
centered.  As  infantile  maladies  disagreeable  circumstances  followed 
without  delay,  and  with  them  disappointments  and  llkhumor, 
peculiarities  of  character,  differences  of  opinion,  envy  and  selfishness, 
insinuations  and  intrigues  and  many  other  morbid  qualities  of  human 
thought  and  feeling  were  brought  to  a  head  during  this  period  and 
partly  caused  the  development  of  the  Union  to  be  as  difficult  and 
slow  as  it  was.  The  Union  has  gone  through  the  school  of  life  from 
A  to  Z  Heart-ache  for  the  sincere  champions  of  the  Union  and  joy- 
ous periods  alternated  like  rain  and  sunshine.  Cloudy  thunder-clouds 
appeared  and  disappeared.  But  the  solid,  sound  and  honest  funda- 
mental principle,  the  noble  spirit,  the  soul  of  the  Union  could,  it  is 
true  temporarily  be  checked  or  shocked,  but  could  not  be  anni- 
hilated Throughout  all  troubles  and  hardships  the  Union  has  grown 
triumphantly  and  exists  as  a  beneficent  popular  association,  of  Ger- 
man fashion,  in  honor  of  the  Founders  and  the  Officers  during  the 
past  25  years.  No  less  in  honor  of  the  faithful  and  indefatiguable 
co-workers  from  near  and  far  who,  as  is  to  be  regretted,  could  not 
all  be  made  mention  of  in  text  or  pictorially.  As  all  we  accomplish 
is  but  patch-work,  this  terse  history  of  the  Union,  too,  is  to  be  con- 
sidered as  patch-work  only.  Many  good  men  and  women  who,  loyal 
and  untiring,  have  done  more  than  their  duty  toward  the  Union  are 
not  mentioned,  because  the  historian  is  without  an  exact  list  of  them, 
and  many  ugly,  unpleasant  episodes  are  not  chronicled  out  of  defer- 
ence to  the  good  repute  of  the  Union. 

May  the  Union,  with  its  ideal  moral  and  material  aims  of  charity, 
of  brotherly  love,  of  pure  fraternalism  flourish  and  rise  to  the  great- 
est efficiency  in  order  to  merit  the  recognition  of  being  a  noble  part 
of  fraternalism  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  loftiest  humanizing 
efforts  in  this  country. 


The  German  part  is  compiled  by  Louis  Volz,  Supreme  President. 
Translated  into  our  country's  language  by  C.  W.  Bente,  LL.  B., 
Chairman  of  the  Supreme  Law  Committee. 
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»U3flü<?>  quo|  airii  qun  '  (.tVq.nj^liilB  3rlJU  OOT  U3jouoj£g  9  u;  uaauücnjß  aij) 
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*gniß  'quoißua  -aippiouu3  Ddaaitj)  usip  nil  oq  'pi|  aaq  quruqipsg  ma  Ipoq 
ga  atiot  'aaqu«82  majy  ■fpijiJuiviJiapb  aiaiaj  tpij.j]oqjpS  'U3!5^?3  Qun  uo15 
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utaq  uoq  ^1  ua^mca^  uapaiqüoq  ua;pi)].ioa^uraaa  aaq  aaitia}  uuaq  'Bumpu| 
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Qut,l(p]P3Ci>  (P111'  uoiJanjSg)  suis  asqsijüjijflf  aupj  aitj  ajjoj  aungg  asq  ''itpuut 
»38  BujlpUogs  aaq  gjpjasxwqaxfpjasq  aqaxtaj  ucixiusqucijy  33q  quaaCpgg 

'3}U3a>  '82  'S  3ii3i8un4  xppogg  iusq  pq  aaxjputxpo^  gjjg 

ucnxuaq 

*uo^ysiU33dit2)  uaxuqa?  äse  SSitjipJqß  usBxqtucu  uaup  spqpo  13  uuaq  ''upj 
(piiEpßaaqun  quaqotpg  aajsxq  qaiai  xmioqau'jp^  ustjjg  "aa'wtg 
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U33t)ca  3Ji3Q3©  00Q  ■uatuoxttaltiaasifi  aaq  uaagj)  ng  'pjoö?  pog  uti 
tppcqipg  auaxpupBgn  -31  tuu  guq  aucu  squsqoxpg  aaq  tpuctgiiöj.®  asq 
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